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(Protect by T symbol) 
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reliable information 
in the past. 
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The information contained in this report should 
not be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 

The informant reported on the 34th. Anniversary 
celebration of the Morning Freiheit which took place at 
Carnegie Hall, NY, on 5 / 5 / 56 . 
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• The Daily Worker of 12/9/46, page 7* Column 1 
in an editorial referred to the "Morning Freiheit" 
the Jewish language Communist paper. 
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May 9, 1956 

New York 

Report Communist Party U.S.A. 

Activities 


re: 3^-t h anniversary celebration of the Jewish Communist 

daily 11 Morning Freiheit." ’ ! 


About 2,500 Jewish Communists, members of left-wing 
mass organizations and trade unions came to the celebration 
of the 3^th anniversary of the Jewish Communist daily' the 
Morning Freiheit, which took place at Carnegie Hall, in 
N.Y. on May 5th, 1956. 


The | I of the evening was 

| of the Morning Freiheit. 1- ! |opened the meeting 

with a speech in which he underlined "the important role" 
the Morning Freiheit is playing in the advancement of the 
Jewish progressive culture in the United States. He also 
spoke against the Walter-McCarran lawwhich is being used 
by reaction "as a weapon in the persecution of the Morning 
Freiheit editor (P. Novick) and his co-workers" and alsp 
against the newspaper. 

Morris Schappes greeted the Morning Freiheit in the name of 
the Communist monthly "Jewish Life." 

Schappes called upon the people "to strengthen the 
positions of the Jewish progressive clultuY 5 ^ - in America" 
and he called upon the people "to strenghten the struggle 
for world peace and for peace in the midcile East." 

The main speaker, P. Novick, spoke on Israel and the 
20th Congress of the C.P.S.U. 

P. Novick underlined that "the greatest Jew of our time, 
Albert Einstein said that Israel must stay neutral between 
the East and West." He declared that Israel has a right 
to get arms from the East and the West for defense but he 
came out for the plan of the English government and the 


b6 
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Soviet leaders Khruschev and Bulganin to embargo 
the sale and shipment of arrps to the middleEast. 

Novick said that "we mast deihand 'that the Big P-our. 

or the U.N. should call a conference between the Arab 
States and Israel for the purpose of establishing a long- 
lasting peace in the Middle East." 

Talking about the 20th congress of the C.P.S.U.. 

P .Novick said that "the 20th congress of the Soviet 
Communist party Onvdfc'led a picture of eternal peace. 

For the first time in the history humanity got the 
opportunity to abolish war and to live in eternal peace," 

He spoke about the destruction of the Jewish culture 
in the Soviet Union " during the last years of Stalin" 
and that this came about because "during the last years 
Stalin abolished collective leadership and this gave the 
chance to the conter-revolutionary band of Bera to commit 
crimes against Socialist Justice." Novick stated that 
the Jewish progressive movement has a right to know all 
the details of what has happened to the Jewish culture 
in the Soviet Union and what steps were taken to punish 
the guilty and he voiced his be.1i.ve that those who were 
guilty for "this crime against socialism" were allready 
punished and that the Soviet allready started "the 
reabilitation of Soviet Jewish writer and a rebuilding 
of "the Jewish culture." 

Novick underlined that "millions of v Jews would have 
perished if the counter-revolutionary gangs have succeeded 
i.n their atempffs to destroy Socialism in the Soviet Union. 
But SociaI5^^~,,o?i and on its own free will exposed the 
injustice made possible under the cult of the individud." 
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Novick tn e d his best to impress upon the people "the 
raco that because of "the politic of the Soviet 
government over 3|~ million of Soviet Jew and 400,000 
Polish Jews were saved from destruction by the Hitler 
Nazi during the last war. This we shall never forget," 

P. Novick concluded his speech with a call to build the 
Jewish progressive organizat ions in Ame-mp. a and to 
build the Horning Freiheit. | I made an appeal 

for funds for the $200,000 fund drive of the Morning 
Freiheit. The collection brought in about $i;200. 

The entertainment program consisted of: Singing of 
composit ions of Shostakowitch base d on Jewish Folk 
songs by | ^^^H and l ~1 

the Jeyjlsn people Philharmonic Chorus under the leadership 

2U-1 sang on "O raforio" - "T wo Brothers" with 

—=-=-1 a nd I as soloists. The chorus 

also sung the Star Spangled Banner and Jewish and negro 
songs. 


& Morris 
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LOCATION: 

The information contained in this report should 
not be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 
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v . .. _ The informants reported on a meeting of the 

North ¥est Se ction of Bronx fin imfry 
Or held on 5/3/56 at ,the artment of 1 

Bronx* New York ;- 
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May 7 , 1956 
New York 


Report Communist Party U.S.A . 

_ Activities _ 

A meeting of the Kingbridge Club of the C.P. 
of the North-West Sectio n of the Bronx was held on May 3 r d, 

1956 at thfj^ apartment of | | 

_[ Bronx* N.Y. 

The following members were prsent at this meeting: 

I- I and I ~1 Sam Cohen* | 

and , the Club organizer . 

I I chaired the meeting, 

I ~l told the meeting that there will be a 

birthday dinner Tor Lou Weinstock on May 12 th* 1956 ($2,50 per 
person) a t the Hungarian Hall at Southern Blvd.* Bronx* N.Y. 

I \ asked the members present at this meeting to attend the 

Weinstock dinner. 

I j organizer of the North-West Section* 

Bronx C.P,* asked the members of the Kingsbridge C.P. Club to 
attend a special meeting of the North-West Section C.P. on 
May 11 th, 1956 which will be he ld at the Bsl abridge headquarters 
of the A.L.P. At this meeting| |wia.^ lead a discussion 

on the 20 th Congress of the Communis^ - Party of the Soviet Union. 

I I rem inded the members of the Club members 

about the | I meeting which will be held on May 15th 

9-t Carnegie Hall in N.Y. She asked everyone to co ncentrat e on 
mobiliz ing people for this meeting. She said that I 
I I'b mother* is expected to return t6 N . x . 

on May 8 th from a s- monun tour of England* France and Italy 
and that | will be one of the speakers at the 

May 15th meeting at Carnegie Hall. 

I , I reported that he had an assignm ent 

to tr y to regist er|_ |of | | , 

Bronx* r ~T - "She refused to reregister at the last 

party registration. After weeks of trying to see I got 
_an hold on her last week. She definately refused to 
register.^ She is scared and seems to be confused.; I believe 
that she is altogether a mental case. I think 
she should be droped." 
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The question of "dropping her" was left open - 
"to be discussed at some latfer meeting." 

,]q 5 

I I made a few remarks about "activizing" b?c 

the unactive members of the club and that "I belive 
that the time has come to start thinking in terms of 
recruiting new members for the party." He based his 
opinion on the "new political atmosphere in the country; 
important decissions ?f the Supreme Court (U.S.) on 
civil rights; on the Nelson case and on the case of 
the Communist Party and - the people stopped to be afraid of thq 
F.B.I." 


There was no discussion on I I * s proposal. 

I __ 1 led a discussion op. the 20th Congress of the Communist 

Partyof the Soviet Union. 


|_[... told the meeting that on April 27th , 

1956 there was a mee ting in h er ho use t \ 

Bronx, N .Y J fr at which I I (Bronx County organizer 

C.P.)led a discussion on the 20th Congress CP.S.U. 

She said that to this meeting were invited C.P. members who, 
because of their activities in certain mass organizations, 
cannot participate openly in party work. 

On a question if I I and I I 

(they are assigne d by the C.P. to work in the ADA) were 
at this meeting. | \- said that they were. 


_| said that her discussion on the 20th 

Congress is based on the discussion which was held in 
her house on April 27th. The points she made in her 
discussion consisted of: 

"The 20th Congress of the CP. S.H reaffirmed the 
wisdom of the Leninist collective leadership. 

"The main feature of our era is the 
emergence of Socialism from a single country and its 
transformation into a world system.' 

"The great expansion in the national economy 
of the Soviet Union, China, Poland, Chschoslovakia and 
other Socialist countries. 

"Capitalist economy leads to anachy of 
production and economic crises.-Crises are inherent in the 
very nature of capitalism; they are inevitable. 
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"The Bolshevick Revolution struck a most power- 
full blow at the imperialist colonial system. 

"Stalin led the Soviet Union into Socialism; 
the Central Committee C.P.S.U. is leading the S. U. into 
Communism. 


"The Communist parties in the cartalist countries 
have proved to be the most active fighters against the war danger 
and reaction. They have endured many hardships in recent 
years but they have withstood these trials with credit. 

"The dissolution was a conssesion on which the 
Communist world could very well affordT" 

"Of exceptional great importance today is 
unity of the working class; unity of the trade unions; 
unity of Communists and Socialists. 

"The future of Socialism in this country 
(U.S.) and in the world is assured because it is supported by 
the working class of the whole world. 


"Because of the late our the>r>a was no discussion 


on the subjects touched upon by 


our tih.33 


It was decided to 


continue the discussions at the next meeti ng which will be 
held on Ma . v , 1 7 th, 1956 at the apartment of | " 

, Bronx* N. Y. 1 
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IS - C 


SOURCE: 


RELIABILITY: 


DATE OF ACTIVITY: 
DATE RECEIVED: 
RECEIVED BY: 
LOCATION: 


I I (Protect by T 

symbol) 

Who has furnished - 
reliable information 
in the past. 

5/17/56“ 

5/23/56___ 


The information contained in this report should 
not be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 

The informant reported on a meeting of the CP club 
of the NW Section of the Bronx Countv held on 5/17/56 at 
the apartment of L Bronx, N.Y. 
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Report 


Communist Party U«SjA» 
Activities. 


May 19* 1956 
New York. 


A meeting of the Communist Club of the North-West 
Section of the Communist Party, Bronx, N,Y, was held on May 
17th , 1956, at the apartment of| 

| | Bronx, N.Y* 

The following members of the Club were present 
at this meeting: 



Sam Cohen, I l and |_[. 

( ~l the Club organi zer, reside s at | I 

I. Bronx, N.Y„ . 1 I - ground floor. 

Phonft W o. CY 5-7012. Her husba nds name is 
I He is 1 1 a party functionary, not in 
this section" - I ~H told me.) 

The _of the meeting was_♦ 

I ~l reported to the meeting that at the last 

meeting of”"the club organizers of the North-West Section 
(Bronx) which took place on May 14, 1956 the section proposed 
that the Club organizers should ask the members of the 
clubs to participate in the following activities on the 
basis of ''united front actions": 

1. To participate in the meeting of the NAACP 
on May 19th, 1956 at the Woodstock Lodge (in the 
332?orx} ^ 

2. To mobilize the members of the clubs for the 
May 24th meeting on Civil Rights at Madison Sq. 
garden in N.Y.C. 

3. To attend the affair of the teenage division 

of the L.Y.L* on May 25th at the Yugoslav Hall in 
New York - "a big turn-out of older comrades will 
serve the purpose of encouraging the Youth in 
their activities. It will b e a kind of moral 
support to the Youth" - said | l 
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4; To attend the Dennis-Thomas debate at Carnegie 
Hall on May 27th. | | said that.the "State 

Committee (N„Y*) or tine party (Comm.) considers 
the May 27th debate an important united front 
action and would like to see a big party turn-out." 

There were no discussions on the above suggestions. 

The chairman expressed his belive that the members 
will attend the above mentioned meetings and especialy the 
Dennis-Thomas debate. 

I .1 organizer of the North-West 

Section of the Bronx C.P„, led a discussion on "Forms of 
transition to Socialism in different countries" based on 
Khrushchev*s report to the 20th Congress of the C.P.S.U*" b 

I I quoted Lenin on the question of transition b 
to Socialism; "All nations will arive at Soc ialism but 
not all will do so in exactly the same way." I I 

underlined that "Marxists are certain of the victory of 
Communism: the Socialist mode of production possesses great 
advantages oyer the capitalist mode of production and because 
of this the ideas of Marxism - Leninism are more and more 
capturing the minds of the masses in the capitalist countries." 
She stated that "there is a possibility of achieving 
Socialism in our country by peacefully parliamentary means 
if the capitalist class will refrain from organizing a 
counter-revolution. The Bolsheviek revolution took a 
course of violence only because Russian and international 
capitalism organized armed resistance, intervention and 
civil war. Leninism teaches us that the use of violence 
or the non-use of violence in the transition to socialism 
depends entirely on the resistance of the capitalist class 
than on the revolution." 

I stated that "our (U.S.A.) communist party 
has been thinking in terms of peacefully constitutional 
transition to Socialism for many years. But if we are to 
translate our thinking into action our party must become a 
big mass party and the leading party of the American working 
class." 

She.underlined that "although the U.S. is the 
strongest capitalist country in the world today, the American 
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government which speaks for and represents American 
capitalism, is afraid of our communist party - in spite 
of the fact that our party is only a small political party. 

Why is the government affraid of our party? and why is 
the government of the strongest capitalist country in the 
world trying to destroy our Communist Party? The answer to 
these questions is that since the first Socialist revolution 
many changes took place in the world situation. There 
are today over 900 million people under Socialism and the forces 
of socialism and democracy is growing stronger by the hour 
and capitalism is getting weaker and it wouldn*t be long, 
and they know it, when American capitalism will be 
surronded by a socialist world. A strong Communist Party 
here will hasten the doom of UiS 0 capitalism and this is 
the real reason why they are trying to destroy us." 

I I underlined that there is a great possibility b < 

that "in a few short years France, Italy, Germany, etc. k 

will go socialist and when this will happen there is a good 
chance that American capitalism will give up without a 
struggle because it will be impossible for one capitalist 
country to live in a socialist world and in this case we 
can look forward to a peaceful.! transition to socialism 
in this country." 

"When we talk of peaceful! transition to socialism 
we do not take the position of reformists or present day 
socialists. As Communists we do not give up the idea of 
class struggle. The transition to socialism is in itself 
a revolutionary act. While we belive in the possibility of 
a peacefully transition to socialism we also know that 
capitalism might put up a strong armed resistance. In 
this case the transition to Socialism will take the form of 
a revolutionary class struggle and the decisive factor in this 
struggle will be the vanguard leader of the working class, 
the Communist Party. Either way be it a peacefull or a 
revolutionary transition to Socialism we must have a strong 
Communist Party to lead us." 

She concluded with; "our main aim should be the 
building of a large mass Communist party in our country. 

We must recognize the fact that we can not stand isolated 
from the masses, Wftereever there is a trade union or a mass 
organization we, as communists, must be there to teach and 
make the masses socialist-concious and lead our people to a 
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world of peace and socialism." 

I copied the above fromf 


own notes. 


Because of the late hour there was no discussion 
f s talk. 

It was decided to hold th e next meeting of the 
on May 31st., 1956 at I Ms I 

, Bronx, N,Y« 

-— J. Morris. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603 C1214) DATE: 7/10/56 
SA JAMES J. JOHNSTON (#12-16) 

CP,. USA 

District #2, Harlem Region 
IS-C 


Source: 

Characterization: 

Date Received: 
Date of Activity: 


NY 1660-S* 

(conceal and paraphrase) 

Who was in a position to 
furnish reliable information 


6/21/56 

6/21/56 


. . , . .1660-S* on 6/21/56. furnished informa tion 

which indicated that I I contacted I I 

I _I at which time I I i nquire d concerning how 

things went the other night. I I indicated that BEN 
(DAVIS, JR*) was there and that the meeting was disgraceful. 

I_Indicated that BEN was attacked because his voice 

was too loud and referred to I (bel ieved to be 

^_ I and indica ted th at I lapparently used 

the same tactics againstf L - 
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-95583 (CP, USA LINE) (19) 1 

-26603 C42 (CP, USA, NY COUNTY) (19) 1 
-26603 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2) (19) 

-4931 (CP, USA) (19) 

-80640 (CP, USA, NEGRO QUESTION) (19) 

-63755 ~1 (20-11) 

•22066 I (12-14) 

*8057 (E UGENE DENNIS) ( 19) 

a I (20-11) 

-24448 (LIL GATES) (20-10) ^ . 









MEMO 

NY 100-26603 C1214 


I_| indicated that the Board (believed 

to refer to the State Board meeting held 6/20/56) had 
a meetin g the p revious day which lasted into the 
evening. I I described this meeting as a "rip roaring 
session' and stated that he had to leave at about 
12 (midnight). 

.__ | l inqulred if I H believed to be 

L_I haa oeen supported and I I sta ted that he 

had with one or two reservations!"! | stated that a 
motion had been adopted and a £hat a statement was being 
drafted and that there .was/insist. ^^ on making this 
letter public to the membership, T I said the 
statement., expressing their differences with the article 
on Monday, was proposed to be made public together with 
a whole series of measures along this line. ] I added 
that there was an insistence proposed that the questions 
relating fo these problems fee taken up at the week-end 
meeting. 


said that [ 


!(believed to be 


-1 wa s tne only one from uns tairs who took extensive 

notes and I lfelt that I I would rep<rt on the whole 

thing at the week-end meeting. 1 1 adflad that there 

was general agreement that one of the big problems stems 
from pussy footing" that has taken place over the past 
years on the question of line and that this had to be 

stopped. |_| added that people from the out-of-town 

districts had been coming in and indi cating derogatory 
statements concerning NY leadership. I I added that 
this premise had been and that there was 

insistence that if "they 1 were going to be leaders, 
they had to lead. 


bo 

•fo7C 


,, \ E nquired what had been decided on the 

full timers deal" (believed to refor to the current 
controversy concerning full time CP paid Functionaries), 


be 

b7C 
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J indicated that this matter had not been discussed 
and that such discussion would take place after other 
questions had been resolved. 

I I stated that BEN had spoken on the 
Harlem meeting* what it mean t and what had happened 
there and indicated that he* I I has a feeling that 
as far as the State is concerned* the National (CP 
Header ship) on th is week-e nd may not be able to discuss 
the things l l and I I had hoped for in the light 
of the previous night 5 s meeting. 


|_|added that he had raised the question 

the previous evening that he could not see how they 
could mafce a report on the Negro questio n unti l they 
had resolved certain questions in line 0 I I s aid that 
there was an agreement with the premise. 1 1 added 

that he and BEN had spoken the previo us evening in the 
name of the Manhattan staff and I I said that BEN had 
indicated that Manhattan generally agreed with some of 
the qustions that were being dealt with but that he* 
BEN, could not speak formally for the Comrades. 


I-1 stated that she wished they had 

discussed the other question since she is getting 
impatient (believed to refer again to the full time 
paid Functionaries controversy). I l indicated that 
she_ w anted to get out. I I s tated that I I (beli eved 

to De I "\) and | I (believed to De l I 

I II did also and that they had raised the 

question the previous night and that this question 
had been in. the minds of a number of others, | said 

that for the first time unspoken thoughts haq been 
articulated the previous evening in the sense that several 
people have spoken for the first time in 20 or 25 years 
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and that the thought had entered their minds that 
in may be two years they would not be in the organization 
(beliered to refer to the recent CP proposal that the 
Party be desolved. That leftist organizations be 
formulated to carry on its work ). 

. I I said that one of their best "R*0. ! s" 

(believed to be Regional Organiz er) ha d had 
a talk with her t wo nig hts ago. I I stated that he 

had meant to tell I T that the proposal was m&de 
that either the following week‘s meeting diould be 
postponed or that they should have another meeting with 
GENE (believed to be EUGENE DENNIS) for discussion 
and that he, GENE, had t o chan ge Ms views before he 
goes into that meeting. I I said that either this 
would take place or that he and others would take the 
floor and present a different point of view in the 
name-of the State. 

_ asked if I ~1 was going to be 11 there” 

that evening. I lindica t ed tha t he was not going 
and was going to ask I L | | stated that she did 

not want to be in a discussion wnere the person who 
led the ^.•.'gwSrk'?atio:\ is carrying on a wrong line. 

I I stated that I lis inciting-.^ for the 

role of-the left- .organization and that she is just 
sick of this nonsence. She said that she is not going to 
participate in that kind of thing and added that she 
could not go anyway because she was sick of the "phoniness 

I I said that the RO had t old her that he 

was unable to fight because he was between I I and the 

Left people" and was unable to find himself in between. 


- 4 - 
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_| said that the proposal that these organizations 

should be organized and which were described as 
good were to be brought up that evening. I l 
indicated that he felt that that meeting would be a 
holding meeting and doubt ed if anything of significance 
would be resolved. I I stated that she f elt that 
the Leftists would .just go ahead and | | agreed. 

I I added that he had meant to tell 
he??:, the previous day that a big battle had dev eloped 
in the primary in the 10th Assembly District. | | 

inquired if Brooklyn had ag reed w ith any of it (belie ved 
to refer to the battle) and I \ stated that| | 

(believed tc be i j; had made some statements 

concerning a discussion which he and LIL (believed 
to be LIL OATES) had had on a subway. | I stated 

that when he and LIL disagreed. LIL walked away from 
him and that I l had brought it up claiming the 

incident to be white Chauvinism. I | staled the 

| had made wild statements but had calmed down 

lauer. 


The informant indicated th 
agreed that the job was too much for 
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RELIABILITY: Who has furnished reliable 
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LOCATION: | - 

The information contained in this report 
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The informant by report dated 6/4/56, 
reported on a meeting at •the CP Club at th e Bronx 
Northwest Section held at the apartment of I 

|_ _| Bronx, NY. This meeting 

was held on 5/31/56. 


b6 
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Report 


Communist Party U.S.A. June 4, 1956 
Activities New York 


A meeting of the Communist Party Club of the Bronx 
North-west S ection was held o n May 31st. 1956 at the 
apartment of I l ht l~ l Bronx, 

N. Y. T he following members were present at this meeting: 

1 and her I ~ I wh o is not a 

member of this club. He f I I participated 

in the meeting only because the meeting was in his house 
and he was pre sent. S am Cchen, I I and 

I I andl I. 


Sam Cohen chaired the meeting. 

| asked to members to buy the book of Win. Z. 
Poster "Outline and History of the World Trade Union 
Movement." 


This book cost s $3 .50. 

I and I 


I bought one book each. 


Next was the question of "activizing" those members 
of the club who do not attend the meetings of the club 
regularly - "some members do not attend the meetings 
at all." 

A short discussion developed on this subject. I I 

Sam and l I pointed out that "it is an unhealthy 

and serious situation" and "it must be corrected." 

It was decided that I I will give to I 1 the 

list of the club members w ho do not or very seldom 
attend the club meetings.- I 1 will divide the list 

of the names among the members who attend the meetings 
regularly for the purpose of visiting them and induce 
them to attend the club meetings. 
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At the suggestion of [ I this meeting decided 

to dr ool I rrom i L , Bronx, 

N.Y., I I from membership because she "refused to 

registerj she claims that she is nervous and afraid." 

Burt asked "to he released from active work in the club." 
("I will attend club meetings from time to time"). 

He explained that he was asked to organize in the Bronx 
a Committee of people who are interested in PT activites 
"to force" the Board of Education to organize special 
classes with a special staff of teachers for children 
who are "mentaly imbalanced." He said that there are no 
such classes in the Bronx and "the party (Communist) 
wants me to organize such a committee. I‘11 try my 
best to do something in this direction." He was released 
by the club for the work he outlined. 


l lead a discussion on "the possibilities of an 
ecomonic crises in the U.S." 

Sre pointed out that "in this Eisenhower big 
business is engoing a big prosperity but not the 
farmers, the workers nor the Sroad masses of the people: 
they on goe only the right of suffering under the system of 
free ehterprice . 11 . 

She underlined that while "big buisness is reaping 
tremendous profits unemployment is rising and is much 
higher in 1956 tharn it was in 1953 " and that "even 
small buisness and the middle class are excluded from 
this 1955-56 prosperity." 

I I spoke about "our war economy: We are spending: ; b6 

something in the vicinity of 35 billion dollars a b7c 

y$ar on the so called national security. This war 
economy provides uge profits for the monopolists and 
there is a. little extra money floating around in the 
country but in the long rim this war economy is leading 
the country into a tremendous, economic crisis: no 
country, even a country as rich as we are, can not stand 


tf if 
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the spending of some many billions on H. homos; on 
war planes and all kind of war materials. And, of course, 
there is also the danger that some military man in 
Washington might decided that there are to many H. 
bombs and to many war planes and we might 1 " as well use 
some of it7 tr 

She underlined that "the continuation of the cold war 
is not only the political policy of the Eisenhower 
administration it is also the economic policy of the 
Wall Street '.monopolists. We had many chances to watch 
the reaction of Wall Street when the Soviet Union 
advances a peace program and reduces it's army by 
some 1,200,000 men." 

She underlined that "an economic crisis in conditions 
of a 35 billion dollars war economy is inevitable" and 
when "the crash will come it will be of such tremendous 
magnitude that it will blow up the entire economic 
structure which we call today the economy of free 
enterprice and it might lead the country to Socialism 
much quicker than many of us expect it." 

Everyone present participated the following discussions. 

Everyone agreed that "a war economy is not a healthy 
economy." Burt stated that "if we do away with the cold 
war and go into trading with the Socialist world it 
will serve as a shock absorber and will cover a great 
part of the 35 billions which we will stop spending 
on war materials. The stoping of the cold war will 
also give congress a chance to reduce taxes and the 
country will be able to concentrate on the production 
of consumer materials. I believe that an economic 
crisis could be avoided. But I am afraid that this 
government is to_ blind and big buisness is to_ greedy 
to pay much attention to the danger signals, signals 
which point in the direction of Socialism." 


CVPY 
- IT. 


I—_-1 underlined* in discussing the posf bility b6 

0 ec onomic crises* that "an economic crises no b7c 

matter how sharp still does not lead a country to 
Socialism." He stated that "in a 300 billion dollar 
ecomony the spending of 35 billions oh national security 
doesn’t put the country in the classification of a war 
economy; that 'big buisness could absorb this government 
spending through expantions and the government could 
absorb part of these billions by allocating billions 
for the building of new radways (a program which is 
all ready being undertaken by the administration) and 
schools and hospitals* etc.* etc. Many of the Communist 
economists foresaw an economic crisis in the United 
States* remember Vargo? Acfew short years after the 
war. At that time I disagreed with Vargo. In the 
Soviet Union they started to disagree with Vargo 
after the death of Stalin. Under a system of progressive 
planning even a capitalist economy could avoid a 
destructive economic crises. And an economic crisis 
does not bring Socialism. There are many other conditions* 
or rather a chain of historic conditions that might 
bring Socialism to a country but it is not an economic 
crisis which is just a momentary, single* a temporary upset 
as after the 2nd World War I still be live that the 
economic conditions in the U.S. are in such a shape 
that it is wishfull thinking that an economic crisis 
could destroy the capitalist system in this country." 

It_w§s decided to ho ld the next mee ting of the club b6 

aj_|s apartment at| I, Bronx. N.Y. b7c 

on June 13th, 1956. 
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Source: 
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1 - 100-8057 (EUGENE DENNIS )(19) 

1 - 100-80532 (HERBERT APTHEKER) (19 ) 
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1 - 100-21421 (ALEXANDER TRACTENBERG) (19 ) 
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In the attached report | | 

Set I /to V /^r the det ^ils of a special meeting held 
nS ^ sponsored by the monthly magazine, 

"Political Affairs." 


^COPIES C ONTINUED PROM PAGE ONI 

G? ■ ioo-955^T i^rim^m— 

i -100-23290 n 

1 - 100-50983 (BILL NORMAN) 
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Date of report June 29, 1956 

T. C, P. 

On Thursday night June 28,' I attended 
a special meeting sponsored by the monthly Magazine. 
"Political Affairs." ’ 

This meeting was an invitation to hear 
Eugene Dennis, General Secretary of the C.P.U.S.A. 
discuss "Current Problems of The Communist Party ‘ 

UiS.Ai" 


The Chairman was to T?e Herbert Aptheker 
and the time of the meeting was set for 8 P.M* The 
meeting was to be held at the Chateau Gardens, 
Houston Street and 2nd Ave t Admission was to be 
by invitation only. 

i—T arrived there about 8 P.M. and as 
X entered was at the door collecting 

the tickets. 


_ In the lobby I saw L 

1 ■ 1. Alexander Traot enberg .1 1 

_I a Bronx County functionary, | | 

a minu s Point, Tremont, Boulevard Club organizer, 

I I and his mother they attended the recent Hunts 
Point, Tremont, Boulevard Section Conference at 
the New Terrace Gardena on June 16, I also saw in the 

hall I_I a member of the section 

committee of the above section. 


On the stage were John Gates for mer & 
pres ent editor of the Daily & Sunday Worker, | 

I l a writer for the paper and Max Weiss, educational 
director, and member of the National Committee of 
the C*P. U.S.A. 
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T; C. P. 

There were abmrh QQQ people a t this 


- ^ra ahrtirh Qi 

meeting, I also saw| [ husband of , , 

I_| who heads the tenants council in the Bronx. 

„ , . I , I was selling the Daily 

Worker (Thurs ) in the rear of the hall. 


The meeting started about 8:30, a well 
dressed and scholarly looking man opened the meeting 
(I have never seen Aptheker before but according to 
the ticket he was to chair the meeting) with the 
following remarks, that Gene Dennis was to have 
been the main speaker here tonight, but due to a 
cardiac condition, and further agrevating this 
condition by a five day meeting of the National 
Committee, Gene has been ordered confined to his 
bed by his doctors orders. 


The Speaker expressed his sincerest 
wishes that Gene will recover soon, and .he will also 
convey the wishes of all here present to that effect 

In Genes place to give a report and to 
answer questions we have with us tonight Max Weiss 
National Educational Director of the Communist 
Party and a member of the National Committee, 

„ „, _ n read from a prepared report for 

about forty-five minutes, and said that some of 
his remarks are his own some reflect the thinking 
of the National Committee and others are remarks b6 
open for discussion, 

I I outlined the Krushchev report, 
how it was leaked out by our State Dept, why did 
not the leaders of the S.U. (Soviet Union) come 
out with this report, and npt totaly disregard the 
Communist Parties of the world. — 
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T * C * P, 

.. _ . He condemned the report in its entirety. 

Placing the blame on Stalin because of all 
the atrocities that were committed against the 
people, against the Jewish doctor and cultural leaders, 
or all the other crimes., all these cannot be 

« n ?k e Head of Stalin, the present leaders 
01 the Soviet Union must assume some of the responsibility 
for these crimes against the people. 

„ . .. , I l outllned the begining of the first be 

Socialist State from the start of "the October b7c 

revolution in 1917 until its present day, how this 
State struggled for its very existance against 
the attacks from within, the ruling class of that 
period and the capitalist class of the world. 


. How in the period of 1939 through 1945, 

during the Hitler and Mussolini regime the Soviet 
union struggled hard and won, against an imperialist 
Japan also, and then under the leadership of Stalin 
for twenty years, a man that was allowed to yield 
so much, power, as to hold the lives of millions of 
people m his hand, to destroy them at will, and 
now all this comes to light, but again he is not 
alone to blame. 


We here in America must re-examine our 
policy in conformity with world changes * which have 
come to light recently, from the Italian Communist, 
the French and others,. We must become an independent 
Party, form our own thinking through constructive 
discussion, and if after these discussions we 
make mistakes they will be our own mistakes. 

Concerning the Krushchev report I I 
pointed out that we have no proof of Its authenticity, 
the Soviet Union never confirmed it, they neither 

COPY 
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T. C, P. 

denied it, but Pravada this week printed a report 
by Gene Dennis, which appeared in the Daily 
Work, earlier in the week, which gives proof of its 
authenticity* Otherwise they would have not printed 
the report* 


I Iconcluded his report at about 9:30 
and he rec eived a li ttle applause, the chairman then 
introduced I \ to say a few words on the paper, 

and he commented on the recent newspaper headlines, 
the N.Y. Times, N.Y. Herald Tribune, etc* (incidently 
his remarks appeared in the Daily Worker of Friday 
June 29 word for word, except that he urged us to 
subscribe to the paper if we have not already done 
so, and also that the paper needs 40 thousand dollars 
to operate through the summer, this is for the current 
fund drive and we must see to it that the money 
comes in. 


The Chairman asked th e aud ience to 
submit questions to the chair and I I would answer 
as many as he could tonight. - 

At least one half hour was taken for 
the writing and sorting of letters, and after 
which, about 10 o 1 clock, order was resumed again 
and Max Weiss answered some of the questions. 

There were so many that it was impossible 
to answer all of them, he will probably use the 
medium of the Party Voice to do so, or any other 
method which will reach the membership. 

The meeting was concluded at 10:45 

p.m. 

Another person who was sitting at the 
platform was a tall pipe smoking man (probably 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-2d603C40) 


DATE: 7/18/56 


FROM: 


20-10 


SUBJECT: BRONX COUNTY CP 
IS-*C 


1|_I P&C 

1-NY 100-82900 
1-NY 100-80640 
1-NY 100-4119 

fUilY 100-95583 

1-NY 100-8057 
1-NY 100-18672 
1-NY IOO -98699 
1-NY 100-52710 
1-NY 100-106044 
1-NY 100-109045 
1-NY 100-68378 
1-NY 100-74519 
1-NY 100-100182 
1-NY 100-68373 
1-NY 100-101808 
1-NY 100-125061-2 
1-NY IOO -50983 
1-NY .100-128439 
1-NY 100-62881 
1-NY 100-13466 
1-NY 100-74453 
1-NY 100-76253 
1-NY 100-25880 
1-NY 100 - | 

1-NY 100-128314i 
1-NY 100 -8064l 1 
1-NY 100-319 1 

1-NY i00^$46o6 1 
1-NY 100-13444 1 
1-NY 100-1182221 
1-NY 100-83713 I 
1-NY 100-63733 I 
1-NY 100- 
1-NY 100- 


MFD:md 

(36) 


20-10 

II 20-10 

;CP District #2 Negro Question) 12-14 
ISADORE BEGUN)(12-16) 
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GENE DENNIS) 
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I 20-10 
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Agent to whom furnished 
Source 

Reliability 


Date of activity 
Date Received 
Location 


In the attached report I _ I sets forth 

the details of a conference held on 6/16/56 at the New 
Terrace Gardens between Hunts Point and Tremont Blvd. 
section of the CP. (East Bron?c) 

If any of tM,s information contained in this 
report is disseminated it should be suitably paraphrased. 


J conceal 


1 


identity 
Who has furnished 
reliable information 
in the past 

6/16/56 

6/25/56 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


2 


L 





Date of Report 6 - 17 , 1956 

T. 0. P. 

Report of the conference, held on June 16 , Saturday, 
at the New Terrace Gardens, l 8 lst and Boston Rd. from 
10 A.M. to 5 P.M., by the Hunts Point, Tremont, 

Boulevard Section of the Communist Party, (East Bronx), 

This conference was an afermath of a meeting held 
at the New Hungarian Restaurant a few months back, at a 
discussion on the report of the 20 th Congress of the Soviet 
Union. At that meeting it was voted that this Section 
hold a convention, or conference to discuss openly our 
opinions and dissensions if any on this report. 

This conference is not a policy making body but it 
will submit resolutions which will be presented to the 
Bronx County organization, to be presented or acted upon 
at their convention or to the National Convention in December. 

The conference opened with a report by_ 

the Hunts Point, Tremont, Boulevard, Section Organizer, I 
came in in the midst of his report some of his remarks are 
as follows; years back we made many mistakes in which we 
operated in the Communist Party, and that Fascism is not 
inevitable but the Communist Party is inevitable. 

Another mistake was our lack of confidence in the 
ability of the people to stop the Bourgois. 

Another mistake was that we did not tolerate, 
in. our ranks the right to dissent, and if a person did not 
agree with Party Policy he was considered a Crackpot, a 
person dared not disagree in deed or thought. 

On the question of White Chauvinism, this fight 
was carried out mainly within our Party and not outside also, 
thus the outside world was ignorant of the meaning White 
Chauvinism, and today people are reluctant to speak for or 
against it. 



■F.C.P. 

We have very few if any Negroes in our Party 
leadership and also among our membership, this is due 
mainly to our attitude to the Negro problem. A good example 
of recent occurance, was the Hill incident in the Bronx 
where they were placed in the limelight when some boys 
stoned his house. 


A few years back if such an incident happened 
we would be in the forefront with literature, forces 
and possibly a picket line. 

Another main reason for this laxity is that our 
own people have not penetrated into the inner ranks of the 
N.A.A.C.P. Mayors Committee etc, if we did belong we would 
be in the forefront of this fight, • 

There fine Negro organizations are waging a fine 
struggle with the aid of the P.T.A. and other Neighborhood 
organization. 


A few years ago Xsadore Begun was removed from 
the Chairmanship of Bronx County and many people complained 
that it was a very bad move on the part of the leaders 
of t.he Communist Party, and because of that action many 
people dropped out especially the older Jewish people. 

I-1 . b6 

In the past eight years I_I pointed out, the b7c 

responsible leaders of our Party have changed 8 County 
Organizers, this mainly because of a lack of confidence 
by these same leaders. 


I I sald that ha would conclude his remarks with 
the question or democracy in our Party, and What kind of Party 
do we expect to have. 


®n democracy in our Party 


pointed out that it 


was not very democratic of otir National leaders to hold 
back the Khusshohev repor t until they were good and ready 
to release it, also I I said that he has first hand infor¬ 
mation that there was much dissension at the meeting of the 
National leaders, but no report of this has come out except 
the three favorable and unamious report of Gene Dennis, 

Max Weiss and Claude Lightfoot. 


to 6 
to7C 


I l is very much peeved that mcye discussion on 
the Khusshchev report is not being held by the leaders 
of our Party both pro and con. and how we in the Party 
in the U„S. can forge ahead and if necessary establish 
an American Communist Party, with the same goals of Peace, 
and eventually Socialism. 


I_(continuously criticised the National 

leaders of our Party for their silence, thus misleading 
and confusing our members so much so, that we have suffered 
a severe setback, one from which it will take us a long 
time to recover from. 

We must examine very carefully the line and form 
of our Party even to the point where the question of Socialism 
here in the U.S. will come peacefully as we predict. 

I I said that since he Joined the Communist 
Party in iy^b, and this period is the worse he has remembered 
in all those years - , he predicted a bright future for our 
Party, if we adopt more drastic measures, such as vigilance, 
the right to dissent, and a continued fight for Peace and 
Socialism. 

' The following p eople were present at this conffiPfinp. P 
about 30 through the day, | ] 

who chaired the conference all dav. I I 


Max Weiss, 


number I 


puncy financial directo] 


[who left in 
I license 


The first speaker was a man named I who I 

remember as a Party member for a long time. He is about 
50, Jewish, speaks with ah accent, has grey hair and is 
about 5* o ' tall and has grey hair 

He agreed with ! | »s report and said that it was 
presented m a truly critical manner, but that we should 
examine our own leaders from fop to bottom also. 


T'*G#P® 


We had a 5 m inute break from 12:20 A.M. to 
12:25 A.M. before r j spoke. 

I I continued, and said that there are many 
problems and questions which we as members had a right 
to know, and have a voice in, for example, when a section 
staff or a section Committee is "appointed" no one has 
a say in the matter, and in most cases these people 
in section leadership are not known by the membership. 

Another question is that pf finances, from his 
own personal experiences, a very lax method is employed 
by our Party, no accounting or bookkeeping is recorded 
and in his estimation at least $15,000 to 20,000 is 
collected by the Party each year and no bookkeeping is 
taken on this money. 


I J suggested that a closer check be made of the 
finances of the Party, from the lower up to the higher bodies 
of our Party. 

In the matter of selecting leaders of our Party, this 
can be accomplished by elections; where the memberships have 
a voice in these elections. 

The next speaker was Bill Norman , one of the 
leaders of our Party, he too thanked | ^ for the splanded 

report that he submitted to this conference. ~ 

It was a very nicely put critical report, on the 
action taken by the leaders of our Party since the statements 
they issued on the 20th Congress. 

Bill stated that the Party has a- bright future 
and that the people have' faith in Socialism. It is true 
that we made errors in the Past, and will continue to 
make them in the future, but if we keep in mind that pur 
Party was built on struggle, and we must keep a closer 
watch on our leaders, to insure against committing these 
same mistakes again. 


b6 

b7C 


*• 0 * 


Bill said that we can disagree with Dennis report, 
it is our right to dissent, he stated that he did not 
agree on his report concerning a third party, because a 
third Party tendered to isolate the Party, .-and a third 
Party years back would cause a break among the labor unions, 
and other organizations. 


He mentioned a few organizations local 65 , Maritime, 
T. W. U. etc, on the question of the then 5^ fare where 
we gave the T. ¥. U. no alternative thus resulting a break 
with Quill. 


On the question of Begun and 


1 he felt that a 


grave mistake was made at that time and it was very incorrect. 


On the question of Negro rights, during that same 
period many Negroes were chained this amounting to hundreds. 

* 

There has been little change in our Party struggles 
during the last few years, the structure of the Party 
remains the same. 


We must rid our Party of Bureaucracy which has 
become very prevelent of late, causing much concern among 
our ranks. 


be 

b7C 


Some question which Bill posed for this conference 
were as follows: Why did we not get answers from our 
National Committee? and he answers, that the solution is that, 
the Clubs must begin to answer the National Committee. 

The next speaker was| |a member 

and Club organizer of the Cultural Olub. He also said that 

_|s report was very timely one, and placed the responsibility 

squarely where it belonged. 

In his regular meetings he said that many discussions 
were held on the 20th Congress and everyone was well acquainted 
with the report. 


meetings. 


Many prominent sneakers were in attendance at his 
Joe Clark, |_| and others. 


b6 

b7C 


One thing _| neglected to bring out in his 

report was the question of elections in our sections . etc. 

.bo 

The conference broke up at one 0‘Clock for lunch b7 
and refreshments were also serv ed, through the courtesy 
Of the husband of I I who bought the cold cuts 

and made the sandwiches. 


Before the break \ I said that on Thursday, 

June 28, at -che Chateau Gardens, Gene Dennis was going 
to speak, and invitation was by ticket only, the/ge will 
be had within the next week. b6 

b7C 


The afternoon s ession got under way at 1:40 P.M. 
and the first speaker was | | who also congratulated 

■ I on rendering such a service to our section and~"our Party. 

_I said that we should keep the Khusshches report before 

our minds continuously and not make it disappear under the 
carpet. 


The .Party has to grow to avert a crisis and one 

of the ways this can be do is to work in and through 

the main streams of the many organizations. 

._ft is a sad thing to say but in the past few 

years, |_| said, that many victories have been won by the 

workers without the help of the C.P. the Vanguard of the 
working class, because we have not been in these organizations. 

I I gave us an example of one of his best friends 
whom he met in College, a Party member for sometime until 
he could not tolerate the strict dicipline and dropped out 
with his wife, till this day he has not come back, but is 
still in sympathy with the left. 

I I almost broke down while he was talking, and 
hesitated for a fexv minutes to recover, and then went on fb 
to relate how the Callousness of the Party, years back 
caused not only his friend but many others’ to drop out of 
the Party. 



T.C.P. 



He also related, how during the Bill Johnson 
expulsion the leaders of our Party in the Bronx* at that 
time did not bring before the membership the full 
particulars concerning the truth of the cas e and in the 
course of the proceedings* I ^~l ths wife of one of 

Ohio Smith Act Victims was treated very shamefully and 
almost accused of White Chauvinism and was very severly 
rep riman ded that until this day the stigma still stands 
and | | would like to make a resolution that the Bronx 

County and State Committee leadership apologize to her 
for that unforgiven incident. 

. □ again spoke ebout his friend and related 

how he dropped out of the Party* it was because he was in 
disagreement with the Party at that time on the position be 

of Local 65 thus being expelled from t he C. P. something which he b7c 
never forgot even to this day* and now | I sees that the 
position taken by the C.P. at that time was wrong. 

This incident is only one example of how the 
Party leadership ruled with an iron hand and with total 
disregard for the membership* but in the future we must 
insist that these things do not happen again that we the 
membership should be told and consulted* and have a part 
in discussing whatever happens within our Party if it seems 
an important decision has to be made* and if the leadership 
neglects this they should be removed. 

I in a few words said that the Party 
is fighting for its very existance since the Smith Act 
went into effect and the reason for this is that the Party 
is fighting for the working class. b6 

I-1 b7C 

was the next speaker and after complimenting 
I I on his very timely report on in which he agreed 
completely* he said that Party Policy must be a living 
thing* for example is an important decision has been made 
and later 3t is found to be in operative due to changing 
circumstances* this Policy or decision can and should 
be changed either by the leadership or membership to 
conform with the change. This policy must not be forced 
on. us for eternity. 


thf! 


■b 6 
hi C 


If nothing comes.out of this conference, but 
an awakening of the leadership of our Party that we the 

have a voice or must have a voice in the formulating 
of Policy and what road we must follow* instead of waiting 
ior directive, from above* then this conference will be 
a success. 


The next speaker was Iwho askes* what kind of 

program will we have now, and c!ne point which she has 
disagreed with in the past was the appointment of Committees, 
section leadership etc. without consulting the membership. 
This has got to be changed and any person* or persons for 
any office must? be elected by the membership. 

Another gripe of hers was, that if any Party 
meeting on the upper levels was held and a decision has -to -. 
be rendered then this siould be reported back to the Clubs 

a d J sc ^ s f 05 ^ is to be held and that is where decisions 
are ana should be made t 

Also at these Party meetings we should know who 
agrees and who disagrees. 

.. , . Another point of importance for our members is 

that we insist that we all know the constitution and by 
laws of our Party, in doing this we should tack our 
constitution out of the moth balls and reexamine them. 


« r. whom I believe to be the former financial 

o? C Vp^i«5 ‘ Coun J y cp SP?^ and she related the loose method 
f keeping records, and that after 35 years out of work 

S*™ forced recently to go out and look for a Job* and 
f°J n § out day after day and not finding one, she 

thtffd?d Aot flnd^nt? Sh ® SSid 1 d ° n0t beWeve ln Goa ' 

,, o t> TT a member of the National,finmmj^ttee of 

the c »P*u. s . spoke and he too agree with what I T aa-iri 

Wlth Gene Dennis G l aude Lightfoot 
Jhe 20th Congress expressing his views as he saw 
the situation at the present time. 


This conference today has heen one of great 
importance and in his estimation a very fruitful and 
encouraging one to him and all here present. 

Tn answer to a question put to him hy I I 
on whether the National- C.P. released the full text 
of the Krushche's report, to the New York Times, before 
s ubmitt ing it to the membership of the Communist Party, 
a | |said he had heard from very reliable source 

and was it true that there was much dissent among the 
National leadership during this discussion by them, 
and if these things are so, why did we the membership 
were kept in total ignorance. 

Another question was, why is not the leadership 
discussing this Congress report not only among themselves 
but exchanging their views with the membership. 

I I answered that it is not true that the National fc 
Committee released nor had the official report by Krushchev fc 
at the time the N.Y. Times released it but rather what 
we did have and released to the Press was an unofficial 
report or aramor by a British agent who was in possession 
of such a rumor, which much to our chagrin turned out to be the 
true report* The National Oomruittee never knowingly or ■ 

willfully gave out a report of any kind. 

And as Weiss pointed out it was unfortunate that 
this rumor happened to be true and the Capitalist Press 
played it up to their advantage. 

On the question of dissension in'the Party 
leadership it is true that we were in disagreement but 
we did adopt Gene Dennis report unanimously, also on 
more discussion among the leadership Ben Davis rendered 
a report he, Weiss, rendered a report! 

On a suggestion by| \ Weiss was to take 
back to the National leadership a resolution from this bir 
convention that the top leadership discuss more this 
report, and keep us posted on the Pros and Cons about 
these discussions. 


T«C 0 P« 


I_I and |_l read a number of resolutions 

which were submitted by the various clubs, in this section, 
to this conference, which will be mimographed and distributed 
to each Club for a general discussion and approval, to be 
presented to the leadership of our Party, through the Bx. 

County leadership, for their approval or disapproval. 

Sorae t5aese resolutions are as follows: 

1, That the National Committee take a positive stand against 

Capital punishment. e 

2. That the National Committee ask fop a full account 
on the Krushchev report. 

h' S? 8 ? f 7 ach person who handles finances give a financial report 

4. inat the dues payments be made on a three month basis 
instead of a monthly basis. 

5. , That the jState Committee render an apology to| I 

_ • 

. . . I . I spoke earlier in the after noon because 

he had to leave to. attend an affair in honor of | | 

and I— t----L he too congratulated I I for his 

report, and also the East Bronx Section tor holding this 
conierepee, this conference does a great service to this 

cU?C£l • 


# Hs remarked oha/fc this is the only large Jewish 

Im QUr the ^ e are »any Jewish Organizations, 

years ago this area had a very large number of Jewish 

people m the I.W.O. and these people are active today 
in some other organizations. 

question of Israel and financial and Material 
aid is of great concern to the people in this community, 

, . , . | | did not elaborate too much on the 20th Congress 

remarks he seemed to be cold to the report 
submitted by[_ | and favoring the leaders of our Party 

for the stand which they took on this report. 

n 4 . Another speaker was a fellow by the name of I I 

Zl i a 5 er hi ? mo ^ hev spoke, and he said that people say - 

a ^ el i s ^ pn -» a hd he went on to cite many 
examples, about? our Party and always referring to these in 

bibl^^"° US wa '^ , ^ or exani P-}- e 'khe Party constitution is our 



He totally disagreed with the Party leadership 
and the stand they took and have taken since the Browder 
period in 1945, 

He is in complete agreement that to reorganize 
our Party is a must as soon as possible. 


|_ I spoke on the finances of our Section, 

and she was completly fed up because of her many duties 
and tasks which she handles, finances, registrations, 
membership, literature, fund drives, etc. This is too great 
a responsibility for any one person to handle and something 
must be done about. 

No task which we under take, can be successful, more 
people should be involved if we are to forge ahead with 
success. 
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UNITED GOVERNMENT 


OFFICE MEMORAND' 




T0: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C43) 

FROM: SA JOSEPH T. 0*LEARY 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, District #2 
Kings County 
IS-C 


DATS: T/27/5& 


Identity of Informant: NY 1657-S-s:- 

Reliability: -who has furnished reliable 

^ information in the past 

Date of Activity* 6/7/56 

Date of Receipt? * ^7/56 

Agent receiving: JOSEPH T. 0*LEARY 

Location:: 100-266 03-Sub 31 

_ inmisUd mjbmcffroK ■-■ 

NY 1657~S* on June 7, 1956, that _ 

at a meeting held on that date,at 3212 Kings highway, Brooklyn, 
wx, g CP County meeting place, characterised that meeting as a 
meeting of the county staff. 

. I I brought the meeting to order and proceeded 

to talk on the subject of the 1956 primary campaign in Brooklyn. I 
commented that the Party candidates in the Brooklyn area achieved 
very poor results in the primary election which he attributed 
to the general apathy of the voters everywhere and also the 
lack of Negro-White unity. 


Date of Activity* 
Date of Receipt? * 
Agent receiving: 
Location:: 


} *-(100-52959) (#20-11) 

} 1 ) (# 20 - 11 ) 

} ** I (100-92547) (#20-11) 

1 *- I (100-40394) (#20-11) " -• 

1 - 1710 0-100326) (#20-11) 

1 - __K 100-43258) (#20-11) 

1 - LILLIAN GATES (100-24448) (#12-14) 

1 H T (100-102794) (#20-11) 

1 - I(100-98244) (#20-11) 

1 I (1QQ-41319) (#12-14) 

“• " - 1 -—I (100- ) (phonetic) (#20-11) 

-(100- ) (phonetic) (#20-11) 

_ 100 - 114513 ) ( 20 - 11 ) 

1 “ (100-61517) (#20-11) 

1 - \>r, us* ruJULTiCAL ACTIVITIES (100-79717) (#12-14) 

1 - CP, USA DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION (IOO-8969D (# 12 - 14 ) / r C*\ -^5/2 

1 - CP, USA NEGRO QUESTION (100-80640) (#12-14) _ 1 
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MEMO TO SAC, HEW YORK 


I_I stated that two Negro candidates for State Office 

at the same time was too much and commented that the Jewish 
people foresaw a threat to their interests in the election of a 
Negro to Congress in the 10th Congressional District. 


and introduced! 


_Iwas elect 

(believed to be 



the meeting 


I I stated that he was shocked at the results 
of the primary election program in the Negro o nnrnnrn-f fe y where the 
opposition candidate received $0% of the votes® l___Istated 
that 11 even the people of our Party showed apathy in the 
primary election.” b 

b 

I I commented on the general apathy of the 

voters all over, and not only in Brooklyn and indicated that 
this apathy applied to other issues including the Negro liberation 
movement and Negro advancement in the Negro representation 
movement. 

I ^ Ustated that the Negro people followed the lead 
of the major Negro leaders in backing the regular democratic 
organizations inhopes of gaining throug h them advancements of 
the Negro movements. I I stated that New York State 

CP had selected the 10th congressional District in Brooklyn as 
one of the 10 national points of concentration, but indicated 
that it' would have perhaps been better to have concentrated 
on the NY State Senatorial District in Brooklyn for the election 
of Wsgro candidates. 

_| stated that the results of the primary election 

showed that the Party was not the only group that was interested 
in the advancement of the Negro movement and that a reappraisal 
of the Party*s approach to the 1956 elections end other work, 
must be made. 

|_| spoke on the 1956 primary elections and 

pointed out that the Party did not choose candidates that the 
Negro people would support end did not start the orimary campaign 
early enough. 


-* 2 


MEMO TO SAC, NEW YORK 


_I stated that the members of the Party *were 

net: consulted in the formulation of plans for the campaig n 
and ss a result they did not support the camp aign. I I hf 

stated that the Party membership alleged that l~~^ 1 b7c 

is a Bureaucrat and that "the County Staff here are also 
Bur eauc ratic." _ 

I I spoke on the 1956 primary elections and 

critie-lzed the handling of ife by the Party in'general and the county 
Staff in particular* 

I I made reference to 722+ Nostrand Avenue in 

Brooklyn as one of the campaign headquarters utilized in the 
election campaign. 

b6 

, . _ engaged jn a rationalization of his b,c 

handling or the campaign. \ _|* mentioned that I ! 

!* n dl I Nad complete charge of the f orces i n the Crown 

Heights and Flatbush areas in the campaign. I stated that 

the four campaign headquarters were distributed over the various 
sections so as to be centrally located. 

I I also mentioned that one of the campaign headquarters- 
was located at 998 Fulton Street in Brooklyn. 

- .bo 

. I _ Istated that "if you had tried to pull peo ple b7< 

from Flatbush down to 998 Fnl-fron, you woul d have gotten! I 

(believ ed to be I and l b eliev ed to he 1 I 

'—■ 1—that is all. 11 You wouldn’t have gotten! 

or L l-1 


LIL (believed to be LILLIAN GATES) spoke on the 1956 
primary election results and noted the very poor results achieved 
which she attributed to the lack of Negro-White unity. 

I ^stated "this is the first time I have heard 

about^my being Bureaucratic, but what is the role of the county 
organizer unless he stations key members and key mass figures In 
relation to develop this type of campaign."' 


I- --Istated that the re was a problem with I 

(believed to be I D and l I (believed to be 

I .1 ®nd that BILL had come to him and asked for a loan 


r 


> 




MEMO TO SAG, NEW YORK 


of #200,00 to take|_|aw av on v acation because she was 

having a nervous breakdown, I I added that the Party is 

not a social service organization but that something should 
be done in this case because they were pretty solid people 
| an A he wanted to keep them where they were in the P,a rtv. 
stated t hat th e matter should be taken uo with I 

_*i i_i _ i i i «... _ _ L 


and that I I might be made a section leader and then 

vt 4 It, a J?__ i.1 _L __ .1_ > i i 


come through with something that they don^tJasve now. 


on the 24 th of June 0 


stated that his wife would start work 


b6 

b7C 


The follot-jing phonetic first names were mentioned 
instant meeting: 


at the 


be 

b7C 


A photograph surveilance was maintained at 1212 Kings 
County Highway, Brooklyn, m s on June 7, 1955 and photos 
of those in attendance were obtained. Efforts are being 
undertaken to effect identification of these individuals. 
Photos of individuals identified will be disseminated 
through the main case files and, photos of unidentified 
individuals will be maintained in 100*«266Q3~lA6509 pending 
identification. 
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UNITED WATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 7 / 27/56 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C40) 

SUBJECT: BRONX COUNTY CP 

IS-C 

On 6 / 7 / 56 , NY 1733-S* advised that a meeting 
of the Bronx Freedom of the Press Committee was held 
at the Crestmor Caterers, 105 East Burnside Ave., Bronx, 
NY, that date, from 3:45 p.m. to approximately 10:00 p.m. 
There were approximately eight people in attendance 
at the meeting of whom agents of the NYO have identified 
five. 


The general discussion at this meeting 
was the arms for Israel question and how this topic 
could be used as a talking point with the Jewish Masses. 
According to the informant, the "party" was mentioned 
several times and those in attendance referred to 
each other as "comrade." During the discussion an 
unidentified speaker stated that they had lost touch 
with the Jewish people and should concentrate their 
efforts in annattempt to win favor of the Jewish Masses. 

Those in attendance were instructed not to dodge the issue of 
arms to the Arabs from Czechoslovakia and its effect 
on Israel, but to stress the need for arms for Israel 
from the US and to press for action by the US State Dept, 
to grant the sixty million dollars request for arms made by . 
Israel. 

2 - Bureau (RM) 

1 - NY 100-123321 (Factionalism) 

1 - NY 100-123322 (Education) 

1 - NY 100-123323 (Domestic Administration Issues) 

1 - NY 100-12o3l9 (internal Relations) 

1 - NY 123313 (Legislative Activities) 

0 - NY 100-95583 (Line) 

1 - NY IOO 7 I 20317 (Membership) 

1 - NY 100-1238l4 (Organization) 

1 - NY 100-123812 (Political Activities) 

1 - NY 100-126816 (National Groups/ 

1 - NY 100-123807 (United Nations) 

1 - NY 100-26603-C40 
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The discussion also centered around the issue 
of pointing out that the Soviet Union wants peace between 
Israel and the Arab States and the "comrades" should 
point to the Soviet Union's recent cooperation in the 
UN in the attempts to bring about this peace. They 
were also asked to point out that the ^oviet Union 
as a member of the Security Council of the UN would be 
required to vote on any plan for peace in the UN, 
and how the Soviet Union has advocated that all nations 
should accept the UN peace proposal pertaining to Israel. 

The "comrades" were told to further strengthen 
their argusnent that they could refer to the peace 
statements made by KHRUSHCHEYand BULGANIN on 
recent trip to England. 

On 6/13/56, NY 1788-S* advised that a 
meeting of the Bronx Communist Party under the 
name of Bronx Freedom of the Press Committee was held 
that date at the Crestmor Caterers, 105 East Burnside 
Ave., Bronx, NY. At this meeting there were approximately 
thirty-five people in attendance of whom 28 have been 
identified by agents of the NYO. 

Informant advised that the principal speaker 
was MAX WEISS who was introduced as "member of the National 
Board and our national education director." The meeting 
was set up to proceed as follows: 

first 

1. The/ hour of the meeting devoted to 
questions by the "comrades" and the answers coming 
from the "comrades" themselves. The rest of the 
meeting to be devoted to open discussion by the 
"comrades." Discussion by each "comrade" was to be 
limited to five minutes with no second rqundiailowed unless 
there was no one else to speak. 
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The "comrades" were informed that the CLAUDE 
LIGKTPOOT report on the 56 elections was available and 
could be obtained at the conclusion of the meeting. 

It was also stated that notes of this meeting were to 
be taken by some of the "comrades," not verbatim and 
no names used, but the general ideas set forth, so they could 
be forwarded to the "county, state, and national 
committees of the Party." 

The first question was asked by an unidentified 
male and was in effect five questions and are as follows: 

1. The whole question of the Jewish people 
within the Soviet Union specifically raised about’the fact 
‘ that KHRUSHCHEV reported '• S O' .many Jewish people in the 

professions. 


2. How come the Scviet leadership 

in the Soviet Union is not self-critical about themselves? 

3. Was the question of Yugoslavia and what is 
the economic basis in Yugoslavia at the present time? 

4. The question on the trials and executions 
that took place in the Soviet Union that was reported the 
month after the executions took place without any 
publicity about the trials whatsoever. 

5. How come LENIN’S letters in reference to 
STALIN were never published before? 

Members of the meeting then attempted to 
answer the questions in the order of their being asked 
and in so doing great canfusion resulted. In answer 
to the statement made/K-nRUSHCHB/referring to the question 
on the Jewish people, one unidentified male answered that 
if it was true that such a statement was made that a 
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clarification of the situation should, be obtained but 
regardless of the clarification he,(the unidentified 
male) could not see under what conceivable situation such 
a statement would be justified, He further stated that 
they should get to answering the situations as they occur 
instead of trying to justify them simply because the Communist 
leaders in the Soviet Union said so. An unidentified 
female indicated that it was immaterial whether the 
statement was made or not but that anti-semitism has no 
place in any government society. The chairman of the 
meeting, who was unidentified, in an attempt to 
answer this controversy stated that first•in reading 
the results of the 20th Congress and the closed KHRUSHCHEV 
speech he, the chairman, understood that many facets of 
life in the Soviet Union under the STALIN regime were to 
be re-examined and the people are being rehabilitated and 
new conclusions drawn. It was;, therefore, his, the 
chairman*s, opinion that the Jewish question was still 
one of the questions that is being re-examined and that 
it should be taken up In further discussion at a later 
date. The chairman continued that it was his opinion 
that the number of professionals based* 

on the population ofU&swish people against other populations 
in the Soviet Unior/ KHRUSHCHEV pointed out that there was 
a higher percentage of professionals amongst the Jewish 
people which means there is a lag In professional 
education in the other populations. The chairman also 
stated that the "comrades" should be cautious and 
should bear in mind the sources from which these stories 
come and how the enemy would distort every word that is 
said in the Soviet Union from now on as, it has done in 
the past. 


An unidentified male then said to.the chairman 
that it was their duty as "the Communist Party of America" 
to determine if this statement/really-. - madq and if so that 
they (CP of America) should feg^steatea 'very strong protest 
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with the Soviet Union* Discussion then proceeded in the 
vain that the Dafw.y Worker should publish these controversial 
questions first and not wait for instructions as to the 
method under which it should be presented. Discussion 
continued and an unidentified female made several caustic 
comments against the present Soviet leadership and the 
necessity of the "party" regaining the regard of the 
working class. She further stated that they (party) 
have to face reality, to face criticism since they have 
all sacrificed a great deal for this "party." It was 
her opinion that the "party" is facing a life and death 
struggle at this point. 

Another unidentified female stated that a 
sort of paralysis has set in and that everyone 
is shocked by this most recent interpretation* and how 
their having tied their lives in with "CP" all these 
years and now they are troubled by the fact that the 
foremost socialist country in the world could have been 
so motivated by such things. She stated that we as "American 
Communists" must determine what we are going to do about 
it. A tremendous change is taking place not only in the 
Soviet Union but in other socialist countries and a very 
difficult situation is developing. 

Discussion continued with various individuals 
voicing their opinions more or less in support ‘of what the 
previous "comrades" have been stating. One of their 
major problems appeared to be the recent KHRUSHCHEV' report and 
its denouncement of STALIN and the situation that existea 
under STALIN'S regime having been condoned and made public. 
One unidentified female stated that the leadership is 
not leading and she did not know what they were • 
doing. She indicated that they needed someone to raise 
the sections from five or six members to at least nine or 
ten. It was also her opinion, that before tackling the 
multitude of, questions before them, they should first 
tackle the subject of the CP, and how they can build Its 
membership and make it more attractive. 
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Throughout the discussions the comrades 
all appeared to be critical of leadership and how 
leadership has been keeping, them in the dark« 
Several of those in attendance stated that periodic 
reports from leadership should be forwarded to all 
members. 


The chairman* attempting to answer the questions 
regarding reportsvindicated that the "section staff 
together with the club organizers" had debated 
whether a report could be given by someone from the 
"National Committee"* and after the discussion it was 
determined not to give the report but to have the 
"comrades" pa rticip ate in a discussion,, ' A female 
identified as I I indicated that the Party will have to 

reconsider who/h'ciW their "tender hooks in the community 
and what organizations they have or haven't." She also 
stated that "what were they going to do with this thing 
called the Party. We created a monster," She stated 
that you can't bring people to a "bedragled party where 
they can't elect anybody, where the Constitution and the 
party is practically outmoted." 

The discussion continued ifery heatedly with 
criticism of leadership continuting and criticism 
of the Soviet Union and its attitude toward the 
American CP. 

An unidentified male in defending the 
Soviet Union and its policies stated that the Italian 
CP had' exactly the same policies on these very 
questions and they have "two and a quarter million 
members." He continued that the French CP had 
exactly .the same policies and the "Communist Party 
in France" had several million members. He stated that 
whatever they are asking of the Soviet Union that they 
must be correct policies "in view of the members both 
in Italy and France." 

- 6 - 



• • 


Letter to DIRECTOR. FBI 
NY 100-26603-C40 

Re: BRONX COUNTY CP 
IS-C 


In answer to the unidentified male's 
statements defending the Soviet Union, an unidentified 
female stated that she had not resolved her whole 
thinking on the Soviet Union and frankly "I don't give one 
dann about the Soviet Union. 11 She also stated "You'd 
have to convince me that the leadership in this country 
are pretty close to morons not to know of some of the 
things that are going on in the Soviet Union and are 
compromising their principles." This individual 
continued that the leadership was so lacking,and so 
gutless that they would never hope to have a strong 
Communist Party unless they faced "reality." She 
continued ‘ that "the Communist Party did everything 
it could to form the CIO and perhaps if it were not for 
the Communist Party the CIO would not have come into being," 
and to prove her point she continued that the Party 
has declined to such a state that today there was 
no place for the Communist Party in the CIO and 
someone still speaks of opening new horizons." 

This same individual in continuing her discussion 
on the KHRUSHCHEV report, and KHRUSHCHEV’S statements, stated 
that the Party cannot take this new shock" and it was 
her opinion that they now had enough power to grasp for 
something real and should forget the Soviet Union and 
concentrate their efforts in building a strong 
CP in the US completely divorced from the Soviet 
Union. 


Another unidentified female stated that for 
over the past ten years or so younger people, of the 
Communist Party have become a rarer and rarer 
pehnomenon." They are now faced with a group of 
people who are in themselves ,of the Bolshevic type 
who had hoped to become leaders but find themselves 
as followers," She continued that the word "collectivism" 
had been used as a "mace to beat anyone over the head 
with enough thought, with any initiative or with any 
courage to stand up and criticize and talk of anything." 

She continued that she did not "frankly think the 
Communist Party has a Chance any more by itself." 

She also indicated that they were so ridden with the 


~ Y ~ 
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methods of organization and so colorless was their 
leadership that they could not possibly survive. 

Her solution to the prob^e^ was a 
coalition faith all socialist-minded Americans who 
are connected with any organization that has as 
its program or aim, whether potentially or honestly, 
socialism. 


Several of the individuals discussed 
the inadequacies of the Daily Worker in presenting 
the problems and defining the issues and were rather 
critical of their present policy of sitting and 
waiting instructions rather than presenting the 
issues'to the people. 

The chairman in closing the meeting 
advised the "comrades" that in the next issue of 
"Party Voice" there will be a thirty-two page 
edition which will contain discussions of the 
last eight Committee meetings, and that many of the 
issues that were raised at this particular meeting 
would possibly be clarified. He also instructed 
the "comrades" that discussion.of this nature was 
beneficial but that to have a more complete 
discussion, they should follow it up in their 
"clubs" where they have "three or four people <dqfan 
to a meeting", and they should continue during the summer 
through the Fall up to their ■ "national convention." 

The meeting was ajourned at approximately 11:35 p.m. 

Separate memoranda has been placed in 
the individual case filesof the individuals identified 
by agents of the New York Office and case files 
opened on those individuals where one did not 
previously exist. 
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TO :SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C43) 


FROM : SA JOSEPH T. 0! LEARY 

SUBJECT:CP, USA 

DISTRICT #2 
KINGS COUNTY 
IS-C 

Identity of Informant 
Reliability 


Date of Activity 
Date of Receipt 
Agent Receiving 
Location 


# 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: 7/31/56 


r 


NY 1657-43* 

Who has furnished 
reliable information 
in the past 
6 / 6/56 
6 / 6/56 ’ 

JOSEPH T. O'LEARY 
100-26603 sub 31 


NY 1657-S* furnished information on 5/25/56, that an 
unknown individual during the course of a section organizer's 
meeting held on that date at 1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, 

NY, & CP county meeting place, announced that their next 
meeting would be held on June 6, 1956. NY l657~S* furnished 
the following information concerning this 6 / 6/56 meeting: 

b rought the meeting together and 
offered the following preliminary points for discussion: 


I. The Negro vote in the recent primary elections 
and the underestimation of the division in the Negro 
leadership in the Negro areas of Brooklyn. 


pointed out: 


1- 

1- 

1- 

1- 
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] (100752959)(#20-11) 


IToOr.89816) (#19) 

n (100-106300)(#20-11) 
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1-CP, USA DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION (IOO- 8969 I) (#12-14) 
l.-CP, USA POLITICAL ACTIVITIES (100-79719) (#12-14) 
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1-Supervisor J.F. HIGGINS (#20-11) 
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1. The lack of Negro -'White unity 

2. The overestimatidn of the effect.that the 
National Negro Civil Rights struggle would have 
on the white community in terms of getting a vote 
for a Negro candidate. 

3. Underestimation of the support of the opposition 
in the Jewish communities. 

II. the New York Times ' article on the revelations 
concerning STALIN; 

III. The main report of Comrade DENNIS to the 
NY State CP Committee. 


| | pointed out that there were four basic be 

differences in the NY State CP Committee report and the b7c 
National CP Committee report: 

1. The NY State report pointed out the criticism 
of left sectarian errors of the Party. 

2. The NY State report makes a greater separation 
of the 1952-1956 period from the earlier period which the 
National Committee does not feel should be distinguished 
from. 


3. The NY State report disagreed with the National 
Committee which makes the point that it was an error to have 
organized a third party nationally. 


4. The NY State Committee report disagreed with 
the right opportunists on the Negro question. ' 

An unidentified female,(possibly | , 

expounded on her experiences In Coney Island and pointed 
out that she felt very strongly about the disease of 
sectarianism that had plagued that area for ten years apd 
the bad results that came about as a result. She pointed 
out that CP members should be active in community arid mass 
organizations so that they could get closer to the masses 
of people. She stated that she had been very active’in 


be 

b7C 
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the tenant's struggle years ago. She stated that at one 
time she had pofepo©®d <s&t>tfeg up headquarters In the 
Liberal Party on the theory thau she could place the tenant 1 s 
council in a more reflected light in the community but 
that as a result she was brought up on charges. 

She stated that a lot of things prevented"us"from 
being close to the masses of people. She stated that 
the health and \ welfare of our country were her chief 
interests. 

She stated that in Coney Island they required 
each of the comrades to fight on behalf of the Party and 
that 70 per cent of the comrades had cooperated. She 
stated that as a result one of the accomplishments was 
the creation of a mass organization club which was 
responsible for the transit struggle going on in that 
area and that on that very evening fifty groups in 
Brooklyn wsre united. She added that the mass organization 
had pulled together several isolated groups and that she 
had pulled a dormant comrade into the activity and that 
he is now one of the leading figures in the mass 
organization. 

She stated that comrades had come .into the club 
who had not had contact with the club for the past ten 
years. She stated that they had a difficult time in 
getting the Negro clergy into the movement and noted that 
there were no Negro Padres in the Party in the Coney 
Island area. 

She concluded that there was a need for re-evaluation 
of section organizers and also greater development of 
section organizers. 

I L (believed to be I II .stated that 

she had been going through droves of thinking. 

She stated that when she thought back twenty years 
to the time when she joined the YCL she recalled that the 
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reason was so that she could join hands with the working , 
classes in the fight for socialism but that since then 
she had been propelled 3nto working in the movement and 
accepted policies and programs without thinking. She 
stated that she was so effected by reading the !: New York 
Times" report on the STALIN revelations that she asked 
herself the question "what am I doing in the Party." 

She stated that since February and the time of 
the 20th Congress in the Soviet Union her thinking had 
been confused and that although she searched through the 
"Daily" (Worker) for some perspective she has still not 
found the answer. 

She stated that when she"first came to Boro Park 
as a Section Organizer just a few months ago"she decided to 
tackle one thing and that was the working class mass 
organizations because very few comrades in Boro Park were 
in that type, of work. She stated that she ia already a 
member of two mass organizations , namely the Trade Union 
and the Parent's Teacher’s Association and she felt that 
all the comrades should take part in the activities of 
mass organizations not for the purpose of boring from 
within but to work with them. 



stated that she was shaken by the 20th Congress of the CP 
in the Soviet Union and by the revelations concerning 
STALIN. She called for a democraCizing of the CP in the - 
USA. 


An unid entified woman , (possibly the I I referred 

to previously by l \ ) . stated that she was not 

prepared to speak but nevertheless spoke out against the 
cult of the individual and the acts of brutality on the 
part of STALIN. 


An unidentified individual referred to as GUS 
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Indicated that he had read the revelations contained in the 
"New York Times' - article concerning STALIN and was 
deeply shocked and spoke of the necessary corrections that 
would have to be made in the CP in the US. 

I I apnlfft on the article in the "New York 

Times." concerning the revelations about STALIN and the 
brutalities practic ed in the Soviet Union during the time 
of his leadership. I 1 indicated, however, that he 

went along with the Marxism theory and stated "there are 
broad forces in this country who stand for socialism that 
can be amalgamated if they are not disillusioned despite 
the revelations concerning STALIN." 

An unidentified male referred to as I I spoke 
and gave his views on the DENNIS and KHRUSHCHEV reports. 

Another unidentified male spoke on the 
KHRUSHCHEV report and voiced his criticism of the STALIN 
regime. 


|_|spoke and stated that on the following 

day the national board of the CP, USA would have its: 
first meeting concerning the KHRUSHCHEV report. | | 

Stated that he was certain that all of the discussion that 
took place at the instant meeting would be incorporated 
into the discussion by the national board on the-following 
day. 


I Iind icated that he agreed in part with 


__ about the matter for self-criticism 

and he also felt that there was a certain international 
obligation on the part of the CP and the Soviet Union 
to Marxists all over the world. I I stated that he could 
not help feeling that there was a certain amount of 
underestimation on the part of KHRUSHCHEV and others as 
to the impact with itfhich these revelations would be 
reviewed. >> 

An unidentified individual announced that the 
next Section organizer 1 s meeting would be held on 


] (pcs^Hy 
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June 15, 1956. 

An unidentified individual commented that I Is 
daughter is in something. 

An unidentified indivi dual commente d that | _ 

wanted to speak to him and that I I had something. 

The following phonetic first names were mentioned 
at the instant meeting: 


(from Boro Park) 
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CP Staff me 

| in 
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Ins tant memo (or ally) 

_ advised that an Area 3* 

etlng was held at the home of 
Queens, on 7/26/56. 



this meeting were|_ 
and the informant. 
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According to the informant, I I led a 

discuss i on * .which was basod on a spoocii ^ivon bY 

J CP State Functionary . I _ I did not 

was given, 


state where or when th.e speech, of* 




account of | 

Is 


said,I 


]s speech. 


D gave the following 


The National Board of the CP is at a loss 
as to what course to take in policy forming. Opinions 
of rank.and file members must bo obtained in writing 
and it is hoped that one of these opinions will have 
the key as to what courso the CP will take. 

.. 2510 CP has three alternatives at the present 

time: 

1) Dissolve. 

2) Remain as the CP and concentrate on 
trade unions and mass organizations. 

. .3) Change name and work with other liberal 

socialistic political parties already organized. The 
Liberal Party and the party led by MDSTE could be used 
ior this purpose. 


■bo 

’b7C 

h7D 


^ 'khe CP is to remain in existence, every 
effort must be made to make it a legal political party. 
In order to do this it may bo necessary to change the 
name of the party. 


-fho aim of the now party would be towards 
tne struggle for socialism according to Marxist 
teachings alone and would exclude, all traces of Marxism, 
Leninism, Stalinism and the teachings of Engels. 
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If the CP could bo made legal and if a 
favorable policy would bo formulated, there are 
2500 shop stewards in Michigan, $00 shop stewards 
in the garment district of NYC and 1000 shop 
stewards in the packing house unions, who are 
ex-Communists and who might be induced back into 
the CP. 


In the future, the CP will have a changed 
policy in the manner in which 0. CP member can bo 
expelled from the party* No evidence itfill bo 
accepted verbally from only one person. Two or 
more persons must submit the evidence in writing* 
There will bo only one reason for oxpulsion-- 
”Being an enomy of the working class.” 

The CP is over burdened by full time 
paid functionaries. In the future, no more than 
one-third of any committee should be paid full time 
by the CP. 


(Because of the limited attendance at 
the Staff Meeting, extreme caution should bo used 
in desseminating the foregoing information outside, 
the Bureau.) 
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By report dated 6/18/56 A 

reported on a CP meeting of the Kingsbridge Section (North 
west Bronx, NY) ^^ 

the apar tment of 

I Bronx. NH—inramantS report refers to a 
letter issued to all Brpnx County members in attendance 
r at the abdve meeting and this letter furnished 
by the informant is being placed in 10.Q-4931 as 
an exhibit. 
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Report 


Communist Party U.S.A, 
Activitieso 


June 18, 1956 
New York. 


A meeting of the Communist Party Club of the 
Kingsbridge Section (Northwest, Bronx, N.Y.) took 
place on June 13th, 1956 at 297 1 Marion Ava. 

Bron x. N.Y, at the apart, of 

□ — 1 - 1 

The following members were present at this meeting: b ' 

l 1 1 1 3 The meeting was chaired 

®y|-1* I I read "a letter to all 

Bronx County members" (enclosed) on the question 
of a major party discussion" which is providing 
the basis for an American Marxist program to be 
acted at the next National convention" of the Communist 
Party U.S.A. 

In a short discussion on the above mentioned letter 
the meeting expressed satisfaction "with the 
fact that "under the impact of the 20th congress 
(C.P.S.U.) our party decided to take a new look 
and that the party membership is getting a full major 
of freedom of discussion." - 

I J expressed his opinion that "the era of 

rubber-stamping decissions in our party is definatelv 
comming to an end." ~ * 

The club decided to hold discussions on all subject 
outlined in the Bronx County C.P. letter at it*s 
regular meetings through t the summer of 1956 and to 
send all of it|_s declsnlons and conclussSons to the 
C.P* county Board and Ifo try to have some of the 
material published in the "Party Voice*" 
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A short discussion took place on the question of 
contacting inactive C.P* members of this 61ub 
and former members of the C.P. in the area of this 
club • 


The club accepted the proposal of I I to postpone 
this action until after Labor Day, She said that 
she tried to contact 2 people and that she couldn*t 
get them: "one is out of town for the summer" and 
the other one "just couln 1 1 be reached - always 
out." 


b6 

b7 


I I led a discussion on the "Present-day 

economic condition of the lT*Si" She tried ■ 
to bring out the point that "the economic situation 
in the U.S, at the end of 1955 and, up to this day 
reached a "high point" but this "economic prosperity 
is a big business prosperity: Big business made 
unheard of profits, but labor did not share in this 
big business boom. The fact is that while big 
business reaped tremendous profits labor suffered a 
larger number of unemployment in 1955-56 than in 
1953." 

She also underlined that the "middle class and small 
business were also excluded from this big business 
prosperity. Why? Because this is the contradiction 
of capitalist society"*,,,.. 

She also tried to bring out that "a tremendous 
role played in this big business boom is the 40 
billions spending by the government on so called 
national defense - the military budget," She’ 
underlined that "this artifical prosperity is actualy 
leading the country, in the long run, to a sharp 
economic crisis and when this crisis will come it 
will come with such a bang that it will shake 
monopoly capitalism to its very foundation. No 
country in the world, not even this country .could 
stand the strain of spending 40 billion dollars 
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y £ a ]L after year on bombs planes and tanks without 
pattering itjs economy* The picture would look 
different if the same amount of billions would be 
spent on consumer materials, on improving the health 
of the nation, on education, building of highways and 
on expansion of foreign trade. Why than doesn ! t 
big business, which is controling this administration, 
adopt such a program which would still afford big 
profits and at the same time insure, at least for 
a while longer, the security of the present economic 
system? Well, I believe that we must come to the 
same answer-capitalist contradiction. 11 

She concluded her remarks with: "I bel ive that without 
realizing it monopoly capitalism is theTTorce which 
is helping here as in other capitalist countries 
the achieving of Socialism. Lenin long ago wrote: 

The greediness of capitalism will lead it to it‘s 
destruction*" A lively discussion developed on 
this subject. 


__.agreed that "large military expenditures, 

rrom an economic point of view creates an unhelthy 
economy which must lead the nation to an economic 
crisis and that "capitalism itself will be responsible 
for the coming,-’of an economic crisis, but it would 
* :)e pversympllfing to state that monopoly capitalism is 
leading the world to a socialist economy* As Marxist 
we know that socialism will be readied through the 
struggle of working class for socialism. We might 
achieve socialism in this country through peacefull 
means by wining over to our side the majority of “ 
the people bub this could be achieved only through 
class struggle. As far as the economic situation 
in the U.S. is concerned 1 think it is to early to 
foretell when and how an economic crises will come. 

But when it will come it will be something like 
the explosion of a H-rbQiiib and when this will happen 
we must be ready to direct it in such a manner that 
capitalism will be placed, in a position of no-return." 
stated that of course "big military 
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budgets are creating an unhealthy economy but it 
is foolish to speculate that this could lead to 
an economic crisis of great magnitude. The Soviet 
economist, Vargo, once predicted an economic crisis 
in the UiS. which will come shortly after World 
War II* Any one who disagreed at that time with 
Vargo was considered an enemy of communism. These 
so called enemies got scared and sto ped 
I disagreed with Vargo but I didn’t ’talk. Vargos 
theory is the ash can today and we could talk about 
it. I b elive that a 40 billion military budget 
isn’t so disastrous when we take in consideration 
that we have something like a 200 billion income. 

One more thing progressive capitalism, and this 

what american capitalism is today, could find a way 

to underwrite the 40 billion military spending 

by adopting a program, of industrial expansions, 

the building of highways, etc. The U.S* economy 

could esily swalow the 40 billions and go on without 

going through an economic crisis which, as some 

of you think, will create a v acum of an H-bomb explosion., 

The building of socialism here will have to be " 

based on something else not on the coming of an 

economic crisis." 


Because of the late our it was decided to continue 
this discussion at the next meeting of the club 
wh ich will be on J une 27th, 1956 at the apart._ 


of 


at 


Bronx, N*Y* 
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E MEMORANDUMS* * * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) DATE: 7 “ 3 - 

SAC, CHICAGO (100-18953) 

COMMUNIST PARTY - - USA 
0 RGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Care should be used in reporting the follow¬ 
ing information In order to prote ct the identity of 
the informant. 

Re New York teletype dated June 24, 1956, 
captioned, ’’Communist Party - USA, Organization. IS - C: 
CINAL." 


Referenced teletype contained a summary of 
the second day of sessions of the three-day meeting 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party - USA 
held at the Jefferson School of Social Science in New 
York City from June 22 through 24, 1956. The follow¬ 
ing constitutes the details of the second day of ses¬ 
sions of this three-day meeting, as furnished by 
CG 5824-S* to SA JOHN E. KEATING on June 23, 1956: 

Persons in Attendance 

CG 582ij.-Ss advised that the following persons 
were in attendance at the sessions held on Saturday, 
June 23, 1956; * 


2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

3 - Detroit (REGISTERED) 

Cl - 100- )(CP - USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- )CCP - USA, International Relations) 

(1 - 100-13420) (CARL WINTER) 

3 - Newark (REGISTERED) 

(l - 100- )(CP - USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - USA, In ternational Relations) 

(1 - 100-2974) f \ 


See la page for additional copies , 
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2^ New.-YoT^'-^EG-IS^E^D) 

* £££< 1-QD"—.UjB R~L USA, Line) 


(1 - 100-81752) (CP - USA, Brief) 

(1 - 100-80641) (CP - USA, Organization) (#19) 

(l - 100-86621}.) (CP - USA, International Relations) 
(1 - 100-87211)(CP - USA, Factionalism) 

(l - 97-169)(Publishers New Press) 

(1 - 100-56579) (PHIL BART) 

(1 - 100-99'84)(AL BLUMBERG) 

Cl - 100-508 06) (GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY) 

(1 - 100-23825) (BEN DAVIS, JR.) 

(1 - 100-8057 HE UGENE DENNTK) 

Cl - 100-1108k0) l \ 

(1 - 100-89816)(FRED FINE) 

(1 - 100-13472)(GIL GREEN) 

(l - 100-9365) (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 

(1 - 100-19723) (JOHN GATES) 

(1 - 100-16785) ( JAMES E. JACKSON. JR. ) 

(1 - lQ0-50983) r ~ 1 

(1 - 100-61|.7g5)^= I - | 

(1 - 100-23290) d I_. h nr 

(1 - 100-28609 ){ 1 

(1 - 100-9573) r 1 

(1 - 100-18065)(JACK STACHEL) 

(1 - 100-50090) (SID STEIN) . 

(1 - 100 - 66211) 1 I 

(1 - 100-20649) (ED STRONG) 

(1 - 100-23290) fl I 

(1 « 100-18672)(MAX WEISS) 

(1 - 100-54899) (LEON WOFSY) 

3 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED) 

(l - 100- )(CP - USA,.Organization) 

(l - 100- )(CP - USA, International Relations) 

(1 - 100-7800) (ED STRONG) . 

3 - San Francisco. (REGISTERED) 

(1 - .100- )(CP t USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - USA, International Relations) 

(1 - 100- )(WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN) 

5 - Chicago 

(1 - A/134-46) 

(1 - 100-3470) (MORRIS CHILDS) 

(1 - 61-867) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 

(1 - 100-19841) (MAX WEISS) . . 

S' 

JEKskw 

( 48 ) 
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PHIL BART 
AL BLUMBERG 
GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY 
MORRIS CHILDS 
BEN DAVIS, JR q 
FTTORTTO Tffiiwwp q 

FRED FINE 
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 
JOHN GATES 
JAMES JACKSON, JR. 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT_ 


•ERMAN 



JACK STACHEL 


ED STRONG 


MAX WEISS 
CARL WINTER 
LEON WOFSY 


?e m 


cenaa 


advised that the session held on Saturday, 
June 23, 1956, was supposed to deal with organization, and 
the main report was to be given by the New York Communist Party 
District; however, the Administrative Committee of the National 
Committee met with Natio nal Com mittee members such as LIGHTFOOT 
WINTER, SCHNEIDERMAN and I l who do not reside in New York 
City. This meeting of the Administrative Committee was held 
prior to the opening of the second day of sessions of the 
National Committee. The Administrative Committee decided to 
postpone until Sunday the discussion on organization and to 
discuss on Saturday a draft statement concerning the report 
of NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV to the Executive Session of the 20th Con¬ 
gress of the CPSU. 

Draft Statement on the 20th 
Congress of the CPSU 

CG 582 I 4 .-S-JC- advised that everyone present at this 
National Committee meeting was given a copy of a draft state¬ 
ment or resolution on the 20th Congress of the CPSU. This 
statement was prepared by MAX WEISS. Soon after the copies 
of this draft statement were distributed, the meeting adjourned 
for lunch so that those present would have time to read over 
the statement and would be prepared to discuss amendments dur¬ 
ing the afternoon. 


The following is the text of this draft resolution; 
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text of 1 KHRiiSTTrnpvt tion by , t ^ e Stat e Department of the 
onS n KHRUSH0HEV! s speech to a closed session of the 

the h a ?^A S J eSS -S r the 5 PS Y has Siven a fresh impetus to 
he already widespread discussions in our country about 

Jencfo^heJf^ ^ in * he Soviet ^ionT SeTen^ 

St«?I Sf th t discussions, in fact, prompted the 
State Department to make this text public. For, 

STSS! °f ^J°j: 0si 2 al diff ® rences with Communism, 
une people of our country are beginning to see evpn 

-r s Cl t' a f? ?*** vas ^ changes are taking place within 
Y nlo 5\ ^ S^et these changes. And the 
State Department is alarmed. It would like our neonle 

Uni™ th ? t has changed in the Soviet 

on. Only m this way does it see any hope for 
keeping aiive the disintegrating remnants of the cold 
war. But, as has often been noted, the State Denart- 
ment continues to live in an unreal world. The real 
nat , ionS and P e °P les anx ious for ;eace?u? CO- 

KHRUSHCHEvH 1 a° meS v, t ^ e de J errair iation expressed in 
SfrhSS 7 v ? peecb bo f nd a Period of Soviet life in 
which the noble and lofty aspirations of Socialism were 

b ? talltlM and injustice. It is this 
determination to make impossible a repetition of the 
crimes against^ individuais, groups and nations which 
^ook place during the Stalin era which increasingly 
impresses the American people. It is beginning to 
evoke an expectant and sympathetic attitude among lar- 
ger sections of the American people to every moby 
the Soviet leaders to implement this determination. 7 

growth of this mood among the American 
p op e is what puts the State Department in a cold 

ST^the r st-« tf n n th l V& i n hope of 0 Peking this mood 
tn Department published KHRUSHCHEV 8 s speech 

S® th ? c l?se_session of the 20th Congress. The StSte 

the a tr?J?^ WantS ^ hS Arae:rican People to believe that 

toiS thP I?Ai° rimeS and which took place 

during the Stalin era are evils which are inherent in 

Cabinet S or its St bhink that the Cadill ac 
because of thic D ?P a ?* ment opposed to Socialism 
01 this, even if it were true -- which it i <? r, rt 4 - 

StaL°Ss^t aSa i n ^ 3pan i sh P e °P le d °es not preveS? 
fascist Spain? Sn ^ extollin S the •merits* of 
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The unspeakable corruption, degeneracy and 
rotteness of CHIANE KAI SHEK does not seem to bother 
the State Department. The Cadillac Cabinet and its 
state Department hate the Soviet Union for a different 
reason. They hate it because under Socialism there 
is no production for profit, because the factories, 
mines and mills are taken away from the millionaires 
and owned collectively by the people. Socialism 
abolishes the profit system and exploitation. That 
ittke^ent evil' of Socialism which makes them 

w-Q. *G © It/(j 


„ „ m The c:pi mes against innocent people perpetrated 
under STAMN's leadership, are, in fact, alien to 
Socialism. They interfered with the full development 
°t a lism, with it’s most rapid progress. That is 
why the Communist Party of the Soviet Union is acting 
resolutely to put a stop to them, to inaugurate changes 
which will make them forever impossible in the future, 
socialism requires an ever expanding Democracy, the 
growth of human freedom and personal liberties, the 
development of conditions which ultimately eliminate 
altogether the need for the use of force in the rela¬ 
te 10nS :uk 6 ^ ween people. We Communists know this. We 
have been and will continue to be the proud supporters 
of Socialism in every country in which it exists. We 

continue to fight against the 
efforts of big business to calumniate and vilify the 
ocialist countrieso We are not and never will be 
neutral in our attitude to the Soviet Union or to any 
country in which the people are building Socialism. 

ri ° tisra :5 - s deepened by our internationalism. 
i* 18- ?, 13 wh3r we * at> ove all, are profoundly disturbed 
by the revelations which begun to be made at the 20th 
Congress and which are contained in detail in KHRUSHCHEV 
spa echo 


. ,,The abhorrent brutalities listed by KHRUSHCHEV 
as taking place over a span of twenty years haunt the 
conscience of all adherents of Socialism. We are 
greatly disturbed that KHRUSHCHEV'S -speech to the 20th 
Congress on this subject was not released by the CPSU 
itself and, instead, was allowed to be made public by 
the enemies of the Soviet Union. We do not share the 
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opinion that the questions dealt within this speech* 
no matter how painful and disagreeable, are exclusively 
the internal affair of the CPSU alone* The role which 
the Soviet Union has played in world affairs for the 
last forty years* and the struggle of the. Socialist- 
minded workers of the United States and other Capital¬ 
ist countries to popularize and defend the Socialist 
achievements of the USSR against its enemies have made 
these questions issues of public struggle within the 
labor movement in all countries* 

!, A basic analysis of how such perversions of 
Socialist Democracy* justice and internationalism were 
permitted to develop and continue unchecked for twenty 
long years must still be made by the leadership of the 
CPSU* KHRUSHCHEV 8 s speech* while it is a bold and 
courageous contribution to the exposure of mistakes 
and the process of self-correction which is now going 
on, makes only a beginning in fulfilling the respon¬ 
sibility of Marxist self-critical analysis. As Marx¬ 
ists we cannot accept as valid an analysis of such 
profound mistakes which attributes them to the cap¬ 
ricious aberrations of a single individual, STALIN, no 
matter how much arbitrary power he was wrongly permitted 
to usurp. For this simply reverses the cult of the 
individual with only this difference, that whereas 
previously all the achievements and grandeur of Social¬ 
ist progress were ascribed to a single individual, now 
all the mistakes and violations of Socialist principle 
are ascribed to a single individual* In our opinion, 
the mistakes made were a result of wrong policies which 
were incorrectly accepted and followed by the entire 
leadership of the CPSU. 

’’This remains true even though STALIN may have 
been the initiator of these wrong and harmful policies. 
Otherwise we find it impossible to understand why the 
rest of the leadership did not oppose these policies 
and take steps to reverse them before so much harm was 
caused. We are also concerned with the failure of 
KHRUSHCHEV 8 s speech to expose and analyze mistakes 
made by the CPSU in respect to the Jewish question. 

While we are fully conscious that the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment and the CPSU has made historic contributions in 
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creating a new life for the Jewish people in the Soviet 
Union, we are disturbed by facts revealed in infor¬ 
mation coming from Poland that organs and media of . 

Jewish culture were dissolved under the influence of 
assimilationist theories. The Communist Party of the 
United States also has some serious conclusions to draw 
from these revelations. For we are responsible to 
the working class and people of our own country. And 
to them we say frankly and self-critically that we 
blindly justified certain foreign and domestic policies 
of the Soviet Union which are now shown to have been 
wrong and harmful to the cause of Socialism. Our 
mistakes on this score weakened our fight to advance 
the cause of Socialism in our country. It interfered 
with our ability to more effectively rally wide masses 
for a policy of friendship and cooperation with the 
Soviet Union, a policy which is imperative in the best 
national interests of our country. Our responsibility, 
which we began to discuss at our last National Com¬ 
mittee meeting, is to re-examine our previously over¬ 
simplified and wrong concept of the relations which 
should exist between the Marxists of various countries, 
including the Socialist cotmtries. These relations 
must be based on the principle of equality of parties, 
the right and duty of the Marxists of all countries 
to engage in friendly criticism of the theory or prac¬ 
tice of the Marxists of any country whenever they feel 
this is necessary. Such a policy is dictated by our 
Marxist principles. It will strengthen the ability of 
our party to advance the struggles of the American 
people for economic security. Democratic freedoms, 
civil rights, a Democratic foreign policy and the build¬ 
ing of a mass party of Socialism in our country." 

Comments of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 

CGr 5824-S* advised that WILLIAM Z. FOSTER was the 
first speaker during the discussion on this draft statement. 
While FOSTER thought that the draft statement was all right, 
he said that it has the characteristic weakness of all resolu¬ 
tions and all articles which have been written concerning the 
speech by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV. Even the speech. Itself, has the 
same characteristic weakness. In the words of FOSTER, this 
characteristic is that "it don’t tell how it happened." 
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According to FOSTER, there are four elements which 
would account for the development of the Stalin cult in Russia, 
l) There is a traditional lack of Democracy in Russia. There 
was never a struggle for Democracy in Russia in the old days 
and there has never been a struggle for Democracy by the 
labor movement in Russia. 2) The political factors. Russia 
was a backward nation which was encircled by a hostile world. 

It was engaged in many civil and other wars. In the old days 
an autocracy flourished in Russ5.a and later a bureaucracy 
ruled in Russia. This bureaucracy used discipline and repres¬ 
sion in order to put over the economic and political programs. 
This was the material basis for the development of the cult of 
Stalin. 3) The ideological factor. STALIN had a tremendous 
following. We of the American Party went along with STALIN 
because We believed in his ideology. We were convinced that 
ideologically STALIN was doing the correct thing. Then FOSTER 
stated that you cannot rule unless you are able to convince 
people. He said that even BROWDER in the Communist Party - USA 
ruled chiefly through ideology. He had people convinced that 
he had the right policy. TITO was correct in fighting the 
extreme Russian nationalism but we were convinced that TITO 
was wrong because we had accepted the ideology which was put 
forth by STALIN. Ij.) The STALIN personality, which must be 
taken into account. As LENIN described him, STALIN was rude 
and rough and built himself a powerful machine. The Russian 
Party is responsible for STALIN just as we were responsible 
for BROWDER. After a certain period of time, the Russians 
were not able to dislodge STALIN. They thought that If they 
tried to dislodge him, they might cause a serious split in 
the CPSU. FOSTER stated that eventually nature took care of 
STALIN. He said that it was claimed that at the time that 
KHRUSHCHEV made his speech to the Executive Session, some 
delegates shouted, ’’Why didn 5 1 you shoot him?” FOSTER stated 
that in his opinion, shooting STALIN would not have helped. 

The reason for this is that a man with such a following would 
still have had the masses behind him and his slaying would 
have created a terrible situation in Russia as long as the 
people believed in the policies of STALIN. 

Remarks of JAMES JACKSON 

JAMES JACKSON followed FOSTER in the discussion. He 
stated that he thought that the draft statement could serve as 
a useful basis for a final statement or resolution! however, he 
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wished to propose some changes. He stated that he would like 
the statement to indicate that the Soviet Union has achieved 
material sufficiency and thus has laid the foundation for the 
advance of Democracy. He also suggested that the Communist 
Party - USA take some paragraphs from the statement issued 
by the Communist Party of France, particularly that portion 
of the French statement which deals with the historical role 
of STALIN. He also suggested that the Communist Party - USA 
take some of the essence of a letter by GIL GREEN and intro¬ 
duce the essence of GREEN 5 s comments into the Party statement, 
particularly that portion of GREEN 5 s letter which deals with 
the explanation of the development of the cult of personality. 

Letter From GIL GREEN 


CG advised that a one-page, typewritten docu¬ 

ment was passed out to those persons who were in attendance 
at this National Committee meeting. It was announced that 
this document was a letter which GIL GREEN had written con¬ 
cerning KHRUSHCHEV 5 s speech to the Executive Session of the 
20th Congress of the CPSU. The following is the complete text 
of this document which was passed out at this National Com¬ 
mittee meetings 

"I finally saw the State Department version of 
K ! s speech. What a sickening businessl What crimes 
were committed! And yet K 5 s speech, while it had the 
intention of smashing what-he chose to call 5 the cult 
of the individual 5 - and I 5 m sure will go a long way 
in that direction-- itself betrays a certain 5 cult of 
the individual. 5 Why? Because he does not go into 
the historical objective factors that made possible 
the perversions of justice. 

*’And yet these must be understood or else what 
is left unanswered is the charge that the socialist 
system^itself breeds terroristic methods. What hap¬ 
pened in the Soviet Union can only be understood on 
the background of the peculiar 5 trick 1 of history in 
which the least industrially prepared- country of 
Europe was destined to first take the socialist path. 

This, coupled with the constant danger and fear of 
outside intervention led to forced methods of industrial¬ 
ization and collectivization against apparently strong 
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internal resistance. In turn, these methods aroused 
the opposition and resentment of many which alone can 
explain the apparent sickly fears of Stalin and the 
resort to terroristic measures against all opposition 
or criticism in the leadership. 


"Even after the consolidation of a socialist 
economy and the need for the withering away of the 
state aparatus “ at least movement in that direction - 
the feSForoutside attack led to a continuation of 
the methods of terror<> Of course, had there been 
real collective leadership, had there not been the 


special weaknesses of Stalin in respect to compel 
his way regardless of consequences, the frigStTuT 
tortions that otscoged would not have- taken place. 


But the point I'm making is that at one stage 
apparently these same qualities of Stalin are what 
brought him and kept him at the top. Now, however - 
and for some time past - what has been needed is a 
greater all-round democratization and a steady end¬ 
ing of^all dictatorial methods. It is in these 
ph.iective conditions and in the shocking exposures 
of how much harm was caused by one man rule and by abuse 
of power that lie the guarantees against repetition. 

Also, now that the socialist lands are so strong, it 
is^not necessary for those who wish them success to 
blindly support their every acts on .their specific 
leaderships. We should support the socialist prin¬ 
ciples of collective ownership of production, prove 
their superiority, but not feel called upon„the_ support 
every policy, act or leadership of socialist countries.” 


Remarks of 


CG 582lp»S-::- advised that BILL NORMAN was the next 
speaker during the discussion. He stated that on the whole 
he thought that the proposed statement is a balanced one. He 
stated, however, that he favored the inclusion of some state¬ 
ments that would strengthen the expression of the attitude of 
the Communist Party - USA toward the Soviet Union. In this 
regard he said that he thought the statement was not strong 
enough. He also stated that he thought that the article by 
EUGENE DENNIS which appeared in the June 18, 1956, issue of 


- 9 - 


DIRECTOR, FBI EE: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 

ORGANIZATION 


the ’’Daily Worker” negated the line of the ’’Daily Worker”. 
NORMAN said that things today are different from what they 
were even a week ago. It is, therefore, necessary to over¬ 
come the negative effects of the article of EUGENE DENNIS. 
He suggested, therefore, that when this draft statement is 
finally worked out, that it should contain a statement in 
which the Party endorses the line of the ’’Daily Worker”. 

NORMAN also mentioned that there are many lessons 
to be learned from the mistakes which have been made by the 
CPSU. In this connection he talked about bureaucracy and 
the development of a cult of personality in the Communist 
Party - USA. He also stated that the Communist Party - USA 
must make its own analysis and that the American Party will 
have to show its independence from the Russian Party. 

Remarks of FRED FINE 


The next speaker during the discussion was FRED 
FINE. FINE stated that the Communist Party - USA should 
learn some lessons from other Communist Parties and that 
the Communist Party - USA should include in its statement 
some things which have been contained in the statements of 
other Communist Parties concerning the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU. The informant commented that in this regard FINE 
quoted from the statement of PALMIRO TOGLIATTI and from the 
statement issued by the Communist Party of France. Then FINE 
asked, is our examination adequate. Answering his own ques¬ 
tion, he said that he thought that it was not adequate. He 
said that he thought that the Communist Party - USA should 
say, as TOGLIATTI said, that the Russian Communist Party 
leadership is as responsible as STALIN was. He then asked 
what are the objective results of all this. He said he 
thought that TOGLIATTI gives the answer to this question. 
According to FINE, as a result of the fact that other Com¬ 
munist Parties are standing up to and criticizing the Russian 
leadership, the various Communist Parties can now state that 
new areas for work are opening up. For example, TOGLIATTI 
said that the international structure of the Communist move¬ 
ment is changing today. This means, of course, that the 
other Communist Parties are not subordinate to the Russian 
Party or to an international party dominated by the Russians. 
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FINE asked whether or not the Communist Party - USA 
should go beyond other Communist Parties in its attitude toward 
the Russians with regard to the report of NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV. 

He stated that in some matters it is his opinion that the 
Communist Party - USA should go beyond other Communist Parties 
in its attitude toward the CPSU. In this connection FTNE 
mentioned the Jewish question. He stated that the Communist 
Party - USA should ask the CPSU why some Jewish writers were 
executed. FINE stated that this would be a concrete question. 

It would be a question similar to the question raised by the 
Communist Party of Great Britain. He said that the British 
Communist Party had talked about capital punishment and the 
need for its abolition in Russia. FINE stated that the Com¬ 
munist Party - USA should make a statement similar to that 
made by the British Communist Party on capital punishment. 

Next FINE stated that the line of the ’’Daily Worker” 
expresses the majority thought of the National Committee. 

He said that we were the first Party to print the alleged 
KHRUSHCHEV speech. Yet, we are the last Communist Party in 
the Western world to issue a statement about this speech. 

FINE stated that he thought that the Communist Party - USA 
should point out that the ’’Daily Worker” was the first paper 
to print the speech by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV. FINE stated that 
he thought that this was a positive achievement and that the 
Communist Party - USA should capitalize on it. He also said 
that he thought that the Communist Party - USA should give an 
explanation to Party members and say that the National Com¬ 
mittee and the ’’Daily Worker" are not at logger-heads. He 
stated, however, that by this he does not mean that the national 
leadership should endorse everything which has appeared in the 
"Daily Worker" but in regard to the speech by KHRUSHCHEV, the 
national leadership should give credit to the line adopted by 
the "Daily Worker". He said that by doing this, it would also 
reflect credit on the National Committee of the Communist 
Party - USA. 

Remarks of AL BLUMBERG 

BLUMBERG was the next speaker and stated that the 
draft statement is at least a starting point for a Party state¬ 
ment; however, there are some grave weaknesses in the draft 
statement. BLUMBERG stated that in his opinion the statement 
should begin with an emphasis on the interests of the American 
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people. The statement should contain something about peace 
and co-existence. Next the statement should reflect what 
steps the Party is taking within-its own ranks to correct 
the wrongs which have been admitted during the discussion 
on the 20th Congress of the CPSU. He also opposed a sentence 
which contains information that the American people greet the 
changes which are taking place in the Soviet Union. BLUMBERG 
said that it would be more correct to say that the American 
people are concerned about these changes, but the American 
people do not as yet greet these changes. 

Next BLUMBERG stated that he thought that the sen¬ 
tence in the draft statement which states that the Communist 
Party - USA will never be neutral toward the Soviet Union 
should be deleted from the Party statement. 'BLUMBERG said 
that such a statement would be subject to an"incorrect inter¬ 
pretation and people would say that the Communist Party - USA 
is loyal to the Soviet Union. 

In concluding his remarks, BLUMBERG suggested some 
other amendments pertaining to changes in the use of language. 
With regard to the "Daily Worker” he stated that he agreed 
with the opinion expressed by FRED FINE. According to BLUMBERG, 
a dangerous situation in the Party will result if the Party 
members suspect that there are differences between the National 
Committee and the staff of the "Daily Worker". 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

BLUMBERG was followed by EUGENE DENNIS. DENNIS stated 
that while the draft statement will need considerable editing, 
it is his opinion that the substance or the main approach as 
reflected in this statement is more or less correct, and that 
he is in agreement with it. 

DENNIS went on to say that perhaps we ought to con¬ 
sider the preparation of two statements. One of these state¬ 
ments would be for the Party membership, and the other state¬ 
ment would be a more or les:s explanatory statement for public 
consumption. DENNIS also stated that he thought that the 
statement of the Communist Party - USA should contain something 
with regard to the building of Socialism in the USSR in line 
with the statement of the Communist Party of France in regard 
to the fact that Socialism is being built in the USSR. DENNIS 
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also thought that the statement should include something with 
regard to peace, co-existence and the non-inevitabi'lity of war, 

DENNIS also thought that the statement should 
reflect that there has been an expansion of Democracy in the 
USSR. With regard to the sentence in the draft statement 
that the Communist Party — USA would never be neutral toward 
Russia, DENNIS stated that he disagreed with AL BLTJMBERG’ s 
suggestion that this sentence should be deleted. On the 
contrary, he thought that there should be an expansion of 
the point on proletarian internationalism and that the draft 
statement should contain a quotation from ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

(CO 5824-S-* commented that the Party has previously used a 
quotation from ABRAHAM LINCOLN In which he states that next 
to family loyalty there should be international loyalty). 

DENNIS further stated that he thought that the draft 
statement should contain some mention of the role which the 
Soviet Union has played in regard to peace. DENNIS also said 
that he thought that the statement should include the fact 
that the National Committee had previously met and discussed 
the results of the 20th Congress of the CPSTJ. He stated that 
the exact date of this last National Committee meeting should 
be set forth in order to show that discussion was not limited 
to the time immediately preceding the issuance of this state¬ 
ment. 


In concluding his remarks, DENNIS stated that the 
Communist Party - USA should emphasize that the American Com¬ 
munist Party is an independent Party based on Marxist prin¬ 
ciples. He also stated that the Party should remind the pub¬ 
lic and the members of the Party that the American Communist 
Party has-been talking about an American or a Democratic path 
to Socialism, and that the Communist Party - USA was the pioneer 
in outlining this path to Socialism. 

Remarks of LEON WOPSY 

LEON WOPSY made a few remarks in which he stated 
that Communism needs an ideological explanation for its errors 
and the Communist Party - USA should show how the world leaders 
of the various Communist Parties participated in these errors. 

He said that we have to place collective responsibility without 
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at the same time diminishing STALIN’ s peculiar role in the 
distortion of Socialism. With regard to the "Daily Worker" 
he said that he would endorse a few positive things which 
have been accomplished by the "Daily Worker" during this dis¬ 
cussion on the 20th Congress of the CPSU, but that he would 
not endorse the general line of the "Daily Worker". 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 


CARL WINTER then spoke and stated that the draft 
statement would serve as a basis for a Party statement,, He 
said that it does give a correct linej however, with regard 
to endorsing the general line of the "Daily Worker", he was 
opposed to doing this 0 WINTER stated that before he would 
endorse the general line of the "Daily Worker", he would want 
to have before him all the editorials, articles, etc., which 
the "Daily Worker" has published concerning the 20th Congress 
of the CPSU. 

WINTER suggested that the statement should emphasize 
the role of the USSR in fighting for- the abolition of the Atom 
and Hydrogen Bomb tests and also for the abolition of the use 
of nuclear weapons. WINTER said that this would show that 
the Soviet Union has humanitarian aims and that it would also 
answer charges that Communism does not concern itself with 
humanism and that inhumanity is inherent in Communism. 

WINTER then suggested some technical changes in the 
language of the draft statement and said that instead of men- 
tioning the Stalin era, he would change it to the Stalin 
leadership. 

In the latter portion of the draft statement, he 
would change the word "blindly" to "uncritical". WINTER also 
thought that the last few sentences in the draft statement 
were inadequate. 

Remarks of JACK STACHEL 

JACK STACHEL was the next speaker during the discus¬ 
sion, and he stated that the surprising thing is not that we 
are having disagreements, but rather that we have so much 
unanimity. STACHEL stated we have to keep in mind that the 
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report of NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV disclosed one of the most impor¬ 
tant events in the Communist world, that it shocked every 
Communist and that every Communist Party has felt the effects 
of this shock. 

STACHEL stated that he thought that the "Daily Worker" 
is carrying on a polemic against EUGENE DENNIS. He stated 
that in one of the editorials appearing in the "Daily Worker" 
the paper stated that it was having some differences with 
some prominent contributors. STACHEL stated that this could 
only be a reference to EUGENE DENNIS*,, With regard to the 
article of EUGENE DENNIS which appeared in the June 18, 1956, 
issue of the "Daily Worker", STACHEL stated that he thought 
that, in general, the article was all rightj however, it 
ignored the objective reasons for the mistakes which were 
made in the Soviet Union and it took KHRUSHCHEV* s report too 
much for granted. 

STACHEL stated that it is necessary to be careful 
in the final preparation of this Party statement so that lan¬ 
guage tfill not be used which would make good headlines in the 
enemy press. STACHEL also stated that while he agrees with 
the general line in the article of June 18, 1956, by EUGENE 
DENNIS, he also thinks that there were some correct state- 
^g^, made bj the staff of the "Daily Worker". At this point 
oiAGHEL stated that he is saying these things because he wants 
to bring about some unity of thought and to bridge the dif¬ 
ferences which have been expressed at this meeting. 

Next STACHEL made a few remarks about the need for 
a Bill of Rights under Socialism. He stated that this is a 
very important point which should not be ignored. It is not 
just an abstract matter. He said that we can see now why the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union ceased to play the role 
of a Marxist - Leninist Party. Something happened to the CPSU 
as a result of its composition, its methods of work and the 
relation of the Party to the state. 

SG 5824-S* commented' that in general the remarks 
of JACK STACHEL constituted a sort of unity plea, inasmuch 
k® se nsed the explosive atmosphere between the forces of 
DENNIS and the forces of JOHN GATES. 
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Remarks of BEN DAVIS, JR, 

Hie informant advised that BEN DAVIS made a few 
general remarks in which he merely agreed with the line of the 
draft statement,, He said he did not think that the National 
Committee should endorse the general line of the "Daily 
Worker". 

Remarks of JOHN GATES 

JOHN GATES was the next speaker. GATES said that 
he is in general agreement with the draft statement and that 
he believes that it should be published. He said he thought 
that there was room for some improvement in the statement*, 
and that it should be kept in mind that the statement was 
drafted a few weeks ago and at that time was placed before 
the members of the National Committee who reside in New York 
City. 


GATES stated that while some persons present at this 
meeting did not know it*, he wished to inform them at this time 
that he resigned as the Editor of the "Daily Worker", although 
his resignation has not as yet been accepted. At any rate, he 
wanted everyone present to know that he had tendered his resigl 
nation. 


GATES stated, that in the article of June 18, 195>6, 
EUGENE DENNIS committed some errors. These errors resulted 
from the fact that DENNIS deleted from the original article 
some statements by MAX WEISS which were to serve as the basis 
of DENNIS* article. These deletions concerned criticism of 
NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV. GATES stated that instead of criticising 
KHRUSHCHEV, DENNIS criticized the "Daily Worker" instead. 
GATES said that this is a political matter of serious con¬ 
sequence. 


Next GATES admitted that the -editorial which spoke 
of disagreement with prominent contributors was a reference 
to EUGENE DENNIS. GATES said that the American Communists 
need a critical approach to the land of Socialism and to the 
other Communist Parties. He said that there has been disagree¬ 
ment with the line of the "Daily Worker" with regard to 
criticism of the CPSU. Tie "Daily Worker" does not dodge 
criticism. The "Daily Worker" may have made some mistakes 
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£U ? d , 1 i ) ? tb ' L_land the staff of the "Daily Worker" ha-o-e 

admitted that they have made some mistakes. GATES said that 

tils' ft ?? 7 s r e thla 8 s appeared in editor- 

early as MaSTo? WS6^ ^ aS “ ShOUla have been treated « 

Prtmtnc. i. re gard to the line adopted by the "Daily Worker" 

the criticism of the Soviet Union„Vres^t’ 

MfrJista°?r S^ e \ S haS bee ? ? onfirmed b Y other prominent 
CnSSf ? tbe We T s tern countries. GATES stated that the 

“«» U ? A £?! vld cal1 attention to the role of 

0o T K£ s £ I LXS ^ 1 

ever7boay wixi 

United StstpJ t q?o^ ES ^ Said 4 . tha i Z & owe a vote of thanks to the 
united states State Department for the publication of the 

speech of NIKITA. KHRUSHCHEV. It was through the publication 

of this speech that the various Communist Parties of the world 

were emancipated. For the first time other Commast Parties 

are taking issue with the Soviet Party. 

. . GATES said that he is against including in the 

CnmrninrtaJ p ar ? r s J abement that part of the statement of the 
Communist Party of France, which states that the Russians 

have competed the building of a Socialist system. He^ould 

hni?S« fa3? a I Say ^ g that the Russians are on the road to 
buiiding a Socialist state, but not so far as to say that 

cn^iSlJ Cr ? at f d a Socialist state. They have not as yet 
iS S d a Socialist state, at least not the kind of state 

dream about. GATES stated that there was 
Union. lal baS1S for the vlolat ion of Democracy in the Soviet 
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GATES went on to say that there may have been historical 
reasons which would explain the violations of democracy but we* 
can never 'speak of a material base for the violation of democracy* 
The capitalist press says that we are interested only in ‘the 
’’•violation of democracy in Russia as it concerns Communists; 
however, we should explain that wfe are concerned with Communists 
and non-Communists alike iii* anything pertaining to repression. 

As far as bureaucracy is concerned, it has existed for a long 
time in the Communist Party of the Soviet Union just as‘ it has 
existed right here, in the American Communist Party* Bureaucrapy 
is written into the American Comihunist Party Constitution. Why? 
Because we give power to the political bureau, the political 
bureau decides all* This is the defect common to all Communist 
Parties in the world* 

Remarks of SID STEIN 

GATES was followed by SID STEIN* This was the first 
time that STEIN had participated in the discussion at this 
National Committee meeting* STEIN made a plea to reduce the 
differences which had become apparent at this meeting. He stated 
that it was necessary to do this in order to permit the National 
Committee to issue a statement on the 20th Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union immediately. 

Remarks of WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN 

BILL SCHNEIDERMAN then took the floor* SCHNEIDERMAN 
stated that he~could not agree-to the inclusion of anything in 
the statement which would show that the National Committee is 
in agreement with the line of. the "Daily Worker"* 'SCHNEIDERMAN 
stated that he is a member' or the National Committee', that 
National. Committee members cannot base their remarks on 
innuendoes and that he has not been properly informed on what i 
is occurring in the National Office. As an example SCHNEIDERMAN 
stated that he did not know about the differences between the 
members of the National Committee and the staff of the "Dailv 
Worker"* 


Next SCHNEIDERMAN stated that the Party is late in 
issuing this statement concerning the speech of NIKITA 
KHRUSHCHEV to the Executive Session of the 20th Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union* He* stated that the 
Party leadership is in ap intolerable situation. It is being 
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criticized everywhere by the rank and file, by the lower func¬ 
tionaries , and by almost all active Party-people* He stated 
that he Is surprised that "the enemy" has not utilized this 
intolerable situation to its own advantage* Next '’SCHNEIDERMAN 
stated that there is distrust and there is disillusionment 
with the Party leadership* According to SCHNEIDERMAN, the 
debate which is finding reflection in the "Daily Worker" is a 
disgrace* especially the debate between the "Daily Worker" 
and the General Secretary of the Party* SCHNEIDERMAN said that 
he would not vote for a document which endorses the general 
line of the "Daily Worker" until he is given all of the facts* 
He, too* suggested that the phrase which states that the 
Communist Party - USA would never be neutral toward the Soviet 
Union should be deleted from the statement* 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT was the next speaker* He stated 
that the discussion taking place at this National Committee 
meeting is setting a bad example for the Party* The National 
Committee is not demonstrating to the membership how criticism 
and self-criticism and a system of collective leadership should 
be conducted* 

LIGHTFOOT stated that he thought that EUGENE DENNIS 
is in a compromised position because he did not submit the 
article, which appeared in the June 18 -* 1956 , issue of the 
Daily Worker",, to the Administrative Committee of the 
National Committee for review 0 CG 582I4.-S-* commented that very 
few persohs present at this meeting knew of the fact that 
EUGENE DENNIS had sent this article to the "Daily Worker" 
without submittihg it to anyone else for review* 

LIGHTFOOT went on to say that the aim of the 
Communist Party-USA is to reach the American people* He 
insisted that some paragraphs of the letter by GIL GREEN, or 
at least the essence of the letter by GREEN, should be 
included in the final draft of this statement. LIGHTFOOT ' 
then read a few sentences from the letter by GREEN, 

LIGHTFOOT stated that he is concerned about the 
independence of the American Communist Party and that he is 
also concerned about what the American people think about the 
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Communist Party - USA.. According to LIGHTFOOT, the fact 
remains that the Communist Party - USA never criticizes the 
Soviet Union but it always finds time and space to criticize 
the United States Government. LIGHTFOOT stated that we have 
to somehow or other show the American people that we are not 
foreign agents, that we do criticize the Soviet Union, and 
therefore, we should reassert our independence by criticizing 
KHRUSHCHEV and others. 

Remarks of | 

- 1 CG 582i|.-S* advised that the next speaker was 

_ [ who made a very few remarks, the essence of which were 

that he thought that this draft would serve as a basis for a 
final statement. 

Remarks of ED STRONG 

According* to the informant, ED STRONG made a few 
remarks, in which he stated that he did not favor the. inclusion 
of. an endorsement of the line of the "Daily Worker" in this 
Party statement. 


Remarks of _ 

According to the informant, ! [ was the next b?c 

speaker but merely said a few Words 1 He was in favor of the 
inclusion of an endorsement of the line of the "Daily Worker" 
in this Party statement. 

Remarks of MARTHA STONE 


MARTHA STONE was the next speaker in the discussion, 
and she complained about a lack of collectivity. She stated 
that she thought that the June 18, 1956, article by EUGENE 
DENNIS should have contained a notation that it was an article 
for discussion. She said that this was necessary because an 
article by the General Secretary of the Communist Party - USA 
is always interpreted as a collective statement of the national 
leadership. As far as the "Daily Worker" line is- concerned, she 
stated that she favored that it be mentioned in this Party 
statement if only to endorse the role of the "Daily Worker" in 
regard to the speech of NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV to the Executive 
Session of the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. 
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Remarks of MAX WEISS 


CG 582ij.-S-tt stated that at this stage of the discussion 
MAX WEISS made a sort of summary. He stated that he thought it 
•might be advisable to include in the statement a few words about 
the line of the ’’Daily Worker”. He stated that if these remarks 
about the ’’Daily Worker” are phrased in the proper manner they 
would have political value. That is, the Communist Party - USA 
could point out that the ’’Daily Worker" did raise the question 
of the KHRUSHCHEV report in a correct manner. 

WEISS stated that he did not favor the inclusion of 
any portion of GIL GREEN'S letter in the statement. He stated 
that GREEN's letter would need more explanation, that a part 
of the letter is vulgarized and oversimplified. 

WEISS then made a few remarks about the lack of 
criticism in the past. He stated that the Communist Party - USA 
did not criticize either the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union nor the Soviet Union in the past.- He stated that he thought 
that.the reason for this was that the Communist Party - USA was 
afraid that ^criticism has its own logic and that the criticism 
would not end as a criticism of so me particular thing but would 
end in a criticism against this or that Socialist country, 
particularly the Soviet Union. 

Comments of CG 5>82li-S-* 

CG - 582i{.-S-x stated that almost everyone present at 
this meeting, if they did not take part in the oral discussion, 
handed in written suggestions for amendments to the draft 
statement or for changes in phraseology. 

A committee of four, consisting of JOHN GATES, WILLIAM 
SCHNEIDERMAN, MAX WEISS, and CARL WINTER,, was Selected. This 
committee was to meet at the close of this session and take into 
consideration both the oral and written suggestions for amend¬ 
ments to the draft statement. By 11:00 on the morning of 
Sunday, June 2Ij., 1956, they were to have a statement prepared 
which could be ready for publication on either Monday or Tuesday, 
June 25 or 26, 1956. \ 


- 21 - 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


OFFICE MEM. ORANDUM 

To: Director* FBI (100-408387) Date: 1/12./56 

From: SAC, Boston (100-29585) 

Subject: SOCIALIST UNION OF AMERICA 

IS - SUA 


Re Boston letter tb Director 11/17/55* captioned SWP, IS-SWP and 

SUA, IS-SUA. 

I I on June 4. 1956. advised tha t on June 3* 1958* he had 

contacted the ftpy j ~~] who at that time was known 

to the Boston Branch* Socialist Workers Party* as the Chairman of 
the Eugene Debs Club of Greate r Boston . The purpose of Informants 
contact was attp.m-n t to gain I i >r confidence* obtain an in¬ 

vitation from 


to attend meetings of the Debs Club* and 


ultimately infiltrate into the group to determine its aims* objec¬ 
tives and personnel. 
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BS 100-29585 


It is noted that on April 15, 1956, plans of the Boston Branch, 

SWP, as set forth in referenced letter, were changed and Informant, 
rather than another member of the Boston Branch, SWP, was assi gned 
by I I that branch, to contact [ I not 

as a Trotskyist but rather as a "left-wing floater" or do gooder. 
It was the desi re of I I that Informant learn the relationship 

between f l and the Eugene Debs Club on the' one hand, and the 

Cochranites (SUA) on the other. Further, Informant was to gather 
information concerning the club personnel with the intention of 
eventually recruiting the desirable elements into the SWP, 


Informant advised he had contacted [ 


]on June 3, 1956, as an 


individual interested in advancing soci alism an d one not affiliated 


] that the contact 


with any organization. He had informed_ 

was bas ed on the fact that he had recently observed an article by 
I 1 appearing in the April issue of "The American Socialist. 

Informant advised that after approximately one h our of g eneral 

l again mentioned having readl- I* s article 


conversation. he 1 

and 1 I 

had rei 

magazine. | 


viduals in 

Boston 


had rep lied he had written several articles for that 
]mentioned also that there was a group of indi¬ 


magazine and that the-group was to meet Thursday, June 7, 195b 1 ftt 

the 2nd floor, 9 Lowell St., Nort h End. B oston, apartment of I-1 

1 L Informant advised that I I invited him to attend 

this meeting, stating that the discussion would concern LENIN 1 s 
"State and Revolution." Informant advised that I I mentioned 

I I and 

himself as being among the regular members of the group. 


According to Informant, I I made no mention as to the specifics 

discussed by the group other than the fact that the group s tudied 
the works of MARX and LENIN "with the right to criticize. I I 

stated that the group advocated an "American brand of socialism, 
i.e., one not foreign derived or directed, but made no further 
comment concerning the aims or objectives of the group. He stated 
that the group did not currently have an official name and that 
"it is a group whose current officers are temporarily appointed 
pending the obtaining of a charter from a national organization; 
namely, the SUA." He noted that he was currently temporary 
Chairman of the group. He stated that the group contemplated 
that in the future a representative from the National Office of 
the SUA, New York, would visit Boston to inspect the group,^ and 
that following the visit the group would be accepted as a charter 
member of the SUA. 
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Concerning! ZJ Informant noted that duri ng the J une 7, 1956 
meeting mentioned above, he had learned that I was no longer 

associated with the Eugene Debs Club of Boston. 

Informant was Instructed to continue his efforts to obtain further 
specifics concerning the group, its personnel and its activities. 


Subsequently, on June 19, 1958, Informant furnished a report con¬ 
cerning his attendance at the above-m entioned June 7 , 1956 meeting 
held at the 9 Lowell St. apartment of | " 1 


It is noted that Informant's report contained information to the 
effect that this group had corresponded with SUA Headquarters, 

New York, concerning the obtaining of a charter and that current 
plans are that a representative from the SUA will visit Boston 
in the Pall, 195$. Further, according to Informant, during the 
meeting those present composed the follow ing announ cement of the 
June 21, 1958 meeting, which announcement | I was to type 

and mail to subscribers of "The American Socialist" in the Boston 
area: 


b6 

blC 


There will be a meeting of the Boston Branch Socialist 
Union of America, Thursday, June 21, 1956. Sponsored by 
The Friends of American Socialist. 8:30 P.M. at 9 Lowell 
St. (2 blocks from No. Station), The evening's topic will 
be 'Aims and purposes of the Boston Branch SUA' led by 


"Please try and make it,' 


bo 

b7C 


"Fraternally, 


1 


Informant's report on this June 7, 1958 meeting, in part, is as 
follows: 


I. ATTENDANCE 




1 b6 

1 1- member 

b7C 

1 |- member 

| H- member 
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Informant advised that I ~l who to the knowledge of In¬ 

formant is not a member of the g roup 1 had a lso been present at 
the mee ting on th e invitation of I I and that during the 

meeting f 1 had announced that he is sympathetic to the 

political ideas expressed by the group to date. 


II. MEETING AGENDA 


A. Reading of the Minutes 


Informant advised that after I of 

the group , called the meeting to order at 8:80 P.M..1 
temporary | \ read the minutes of the previous 

meetings of the group, two in number, which had been held May 10 
and 24, 1956 . 

Informant advised that prior to the reading of the above minutes, 

_|had advised him that the organizational session responsible 

for creating this "unofficial" Boston Branch of' the SUA had been 
held May 7, 1956 , in apartment 5, 23 Ch ambers St.. B oston, an 


h6 

b7C 


apartment according to Informant, which 
utilizes as a mailing address and as sleenT 

to r 


‘ncr 


frequently 
quarters, .Anaordi 


b6 

b7C 


n£_ 




Hand 


1 


had been present at the meeting 
and^ that plans had been made to hold the first meeting on May 10 , 
to be followed with bi-weekly sessions on every other Thursday. 

May 10, 1956 Meeting. 


[ 


According to the Informant, | 
meeting was held at 2 ^ Chambers■ sr. 

ky 


]reported that this initial 

Pins-hon ■_-hha-h i -h was a-i-hcmrlo^ 


]and[ 


was the election of three temporary branch o 


1 and that the feature of t he meeting 


fficia 
1 and [ 


la i E 


r 


be 

b7C 


position nop namea. xz is noted that the a nnouncem ent of the 
June 21, 1956 meeting mentioned above lists| I as 

of the group. 


According to Informant, these three individuals comprise the 
three member Executive Committee of the group and will retain 
their respective positions until such time the branch is issued 
a.charter and officially becomes a branch of the SUA, or such 
time that the numerical strength of the branch increases to the 
extent that such an election would be warranted. 

- 4 
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May 24, 1956 Meeting 

Informant advised that _ reported that this second meeting 

of the group was held at 23 Chambers St., Boston, and attended by 

-1 and PRANK MARTIN. He 

stated that it was decided at this meeting that until the group 
obtains its charter from the SUA, future meeti ngs of the grou p 
would be held at the 9 Lowell St. apartment of I l At 

such time that a charter be granted, the branch would then seek a 
permanent headquarters in downtown Boston, 

H announced that t he members present at this May 24 meeting 
approved a motion to have I I write a letter to the SUA‘s 

top leader, | | to announce that the group in Boston now 

includes more than the minimum number of five members, the number 
reportedly necessary to qualify it to become a full-fledged party 
branch. 1 1 in the letter was to extend an invitation to 

I ~| to send to Boston at his convenience a member of the SUA’s 

National Executive Committee to "inspect" this Boston group and its 
personnel, grant or deny the charter, and hold an internal meeting 
with the members of the local group. 


I \ announced he had written the letter to I 

1958 , and received an answering communication from| 
May 28, 1956, 


on May 26, 
I dated 


B. May 28, 19561 


Letter 


Informant advised that during the June 7 j 1958 meeting, | 
reported to those present on the contents of the above communica¬ 
tion. 1 ~1 advised that I I had set forth the following 

qualifications to be met, according to the Constitution of the SUA, 
prior to the granting of charter to groups desirous of forming SUA 
branches: 

1. Agreement with "general" political orientation of the SUA; 

2. Acceptance of the terms of the Constitution of the SUA and 

adherence to its various laws and rules; 

3 . A, minimum of five members in the group, all of whom 

announce their intention to abide by the Constitution 
and "in general" agree with the over-all political 
program of the SUA. * 


- 5 - 
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stated that I I in his letter agreed to send a member 

A*s National Executive Committee to Boston to inspect the 
gro up. its facil ities. and its personnel. | H further advised 

that I \ had recently be en prese nt at the SUA National 

Headquarters and suggested that I I be present at the branch 

meeting when the branch is visited by the SUA’s National Executive 
Committee representative. I 1 further requested that the 

branch pay as much as possible of the representative's actual 
expenses incurred during his visit to Boston, 

Informant advised that the above National Executive Committee 
member was not identified 
stated that the wording in 
considered the granting of 
formality and that as much time as necessary should be taken by 
the group to organize itself and to increase its membership prior 
to setting a definite date for the Boston visit by the SUA’s 
National Executive Committee representative. 

Informant advised that following the reading of the above communica¬ 
tion, the members present agreed to postpone scheduling the visit 
of the above representative of the SUA to Boston until September 
or October, 1958. Informant stated that the reasons for the delay 
included: 

1. The nearness of the summer session which normally 

sharply curtails activities and meetings. 

2. The fact that the group has set down no prescribed 

program for obtaining financial income. 

3. No funds currently available to pay for the trip to 

Boston of the SUA's National Executive Committee 

member. 


C. Financial Report 

remarked that each branch member will be required to pay 
.1 per month when the group becomes an official branch 
of the SUA. He stated that of the $1 collected, 75^ will be sent 
to the SUA National Office and 25^ will b e retained as one source 
of branch income. Informant advised that I | suggested that 

a second method of obtaining income should be via voluntary indi¬ 
vidual donations from members and sympathizers attending the branch 
meetings, which method was approved by those present. 

- 6 - 
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| T s letter indicated that I 

a charter to the Boston group a mere 
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Other than the above. Informant advised that the discussion during 
the meeting produced no definite decisions as to methods to be 
utilized to produce income. 


D, Report by 


on the SUA 


1 


Informant advised that according to 
forth in section D belo w had been obt ained 
sonal conversation with I 
formant noted, h owever. that during the June J, 
had learned from I I th at I I in May, 

fo r two davs with ! I and! 

by 


ation set 

by I _ I during per- 

exact date unknown. In- 



1956 meeting he 
1956, had c onferred 

]- name used 


]prior to split with SWP) at the SUA's National Head¬ 


quarters, Rm. 306, 85 T Broadway, New York City, N.Y, 


bo 

b7C 


1. Report on "The American Socialist" 

Informant advised that according to I l the SUA has not been 

mentioned in issues of "The American Socialist" to date but that 
in the near future, exact date not stated, "The American Socialist 
will name the SUA as its sponsor. b 

Istated that 2,000 copies of each monthly issue of this 
magazine are currentlj’ - being printed and that including Informant’s 
subscription, there are 21 subscribers in the Boston area. He 
stated that a one year subscription (12 copies) costs the subscriber 
$2.50, that the yearly cost to the SUA for each of the 2,000 copies 
being printed is $4, and therefore the SUA is currently publishing 
"The American Socialist" at a loss of $1.50 on a yearly basis. 


In connection with the above. 


made mention of a "direct 


appeal" by "The American Socialist" for funds, the purpose of which 
is to attempt to absorb part of the publishing costs of the magazine 
and ther eby reliev e the National Office of the SUA of this item of 
expense. I I further suggested that the Boston group make a 

sizeable financial contribution to this "direct appeal" and 
present it to the National Executive Committee’s representative 
if the latter's Boston visit is postponed until the Pall. 


to 6 
blC 


2. Report on the SUA 


_| reported that the National Headquarters of the SUA is 

located at New York City, N.Y., and that branches of the SUA are 


- 7 - 
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located in the 'following cities : New York City* Detroit, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle, Cleveland, Toledo, Akron, Buffalo, 
Chicago, Flint, and Milwaukee.’ He reported that the Detroit Branch 
is reportedly the "branch with the greatest number of members. 

[ also reported that the SUA sponsors so-called "reading 
groups" in other jnajor United States cities, unnamed, which 
do not have officially chartered branches. 


3 . The SUA and the Communist Party 

I I renorted that the leaders of a Communist Party branch 

in one unidentified but reportedly major United States city had 
be approached the leading members of the SUA branch in that city and 

b 7 c recommended to the latter that the two groups (Stalinists and 

Cochranites) plan and carry out to gether a joint activities 
program." According to Informant, I I made no mention as to 

the specific task the two groups might carry out under this pro¬ 
posed joint program. 


|_| further reported that the Communist Party, USA, recently 

be on a national scale -had adopted a completely reversed attitude 

b7c toward the SUA. He noted that from the inception of the SUA un¬ 

til the new Stalinist orientation was adopted a few months ago 
at the 20th Congress of the CPSU, the American Stalinists were 
"openly hostile ,r towards the Cochranites, but that now the CP USA 
is "openly friendly" and cooperative and is calling for an 
"alliance" with the SUA. 


_reported that I 1 3s reported ly pleased with this new 

Stalinist attitude and that he, I 1 and other SUA national 

leaders welcome the opportunity to collaborate and join forces 
with the American Communist Party in future propaganda and agita**' 
b6 tion tasks. 

b7C 


4. SUA National Convention 


According to I _|, the SUA Constitution states that the SUA will 

hold a national convention once in every two year period. He 
stated that the first convention was held on July 4, 1954, and 
that the second SUA national convention will be held in late 


- 8 - 
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November or December, 1956. He predicted that the convention 
will be held at Detroit, Michigan, due to the size and numerical 
strength of the Detroit branch. 

Informant advised that _'s report was followed by the 

educational lecture presented by PRANK MARTIN which was based 
on the contents of V. I, LENIN’s "State and Revolution." In¬ 
formant advised that following the lecture a general discussion 
took place concerning the lecture and concerning the agenda for 
the next meeting, scheduled for June 21, 1956. Informant noted 
that the "educational" for the Ju ne 21, 1956 mee ting was to con¬ 
sist of a panel discussion led by | ~~| on the subject, 

"Aims and Purposes of the Boston Branch, SUA." 

Informant advised that this June 7 > 1956 meeting was adjourned 
by | |at 10:55 P.M. 


Identification of Members of "Unofficial" Boston Branch, SUA 

Informants utilized in identifying these members have all fur¬ 
nished reliable information in the past. 



(Bufile 100-247803) 

and a Security Index Subject, Boston Division 


1946-48. 


]on January 4, 195^, advised that 


was a CP member 


I in September, 1953* advised that |_I was expelled 

from the CP in 1953 because he failed to follow CP policy with 
respect to the union campaign. 

I Bosto n Divisi on (protect identity) on 
March 30* 1954, advised that I I was no longer a member of 

the Communist Party. 


- 9 - 
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(Bufile 100-196287) 

and a Security Index Subject., Boston Division 


.on July 14, 1954, advised that as of that date I ~ 
was a dues paying member of the Commun ist Party. USA, District 


No. 1. Other informants have reported [ 


J as joining the 


CP 1943; a member, 1944; a member of the CPA, 1945; and con¬ 
tributing to CP or CPA, 1945-1950, 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


(Bufile 100-240494) 

^ b6 

~l in interview with Boston Agents Sept. 20, 1954, advised b7c 
that he had been a member of the CP 1942-19^-8, wh en he resi gned 
following the enactment of the Taft-Hartley Law. I I has 

been reported as President of the Salem North Shore Branch of 
the CP, USA, District No. 1, 1946 and 1947* 


(Bufile 100-37681) 

and a Security Index Subject, Boston Division 

1 \ Boston, on June 2, 1955, stated that 

I I is not and never has been, to the best of his 

knowledge, a CP member. ■ He stated that the CP leadership of 
Boston usually approached 1 ~l through a third party to adopt 

its views on various questions of social moment, and usua lly got 
her to follow the CP propaganda line on those questions. I \ 

has been reported by other informants as Treasurer of the Pro¬ 
gressive-'Party of Mas s a-chus etts, 1949 f through 1951* and Chairman 
that group, 1951 through 1955 . 


[ 


] 


Tlufile 100-385227) 
on June 19, 1956, advised [ 


D was known to him as 


a member of the PAUL ROBESON Club of the LYL in 1949-50. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


on May 8, 1951 , advised that the LYL had tried 


on charges of white chauvinism in May, 1951, and that_ 

became disgusted before a decision was reached and walked out of 
the -trial. 
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FRANK MARTIN 

The files of the Boston Division contain no information identi¬ 
fiable with FRANK MARTIN other than his association with instant 
group. 

~~l on July 5, 1956, advised that another meeting of th e 
above group had been held June 21, 1956, at the I I 

apartment of I I . Informant adv ised that the educa¬ 
tional lecture presented by 1 I concerned "Aims and 

Purposes of the SUA's Boston Branch." Acco rding to t he Informant, 
the following are some of the highlights of I Fs lecture: 

1. Revise, modernize and Americanize Marxist, Leninist terminol¬ 
ogy in order to increase the appeal of socialism to the 
American working class, i.e., use appropriate Americanized 
substitute for such words and word combinations as bourgeoi¬ 
sie" "petty bourgeois," "proletariat," dictatorship of the 
proletariat," "the masses," etc. 

2. Approach "the workers" in the Boston area on their own level 
in language they understand and they themselves use. 

3. Deal with the local workers in the realm of their own specific 
problems and omit relating their problems to those of the 
working class on a national or international scale. 

4. Emphasize to the workers that the Boston group advocates 
an "American brand of socialism" for Americans onljr, and 
that the group and its political program are not foreign, 
oriented, directed or controlled. 

5. Omit, deny, and refuse all references to and all ideas on 
internationalism in dealing with local working class groups 
and programs. 

6. Omit quoting historical and contemporary foreign Communist 
and socialist figures such as MARX; LENIN, STALIN, etc. 

7. Introduce local workers to socialism with references to 
already existing modified forms of socialism currently 
practiced and advocated in the United States; e.g.. Social 
Security, socialized medicine, free higher education. 


11 
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Informant advised that during the meeting further discussion had 
taken place with respect to the date the National Executive Com¬ 
mittee representative of the SUA should visit Boston, but that 
no definite decision had been reached. Informant advised that 
the remainder of the meeting concerned topics of local interest. 

■ " .rther that 

Informa nt advis ed further that during the course of the June 21 
meeting I I had made overtures to him to join the group, and 

that Informant contemplates accepting membership at the next 
scheduled- meeting. 

I has furnished reliable information in the past and is 
a highly sensitive source of the Boston Division. Accordingly, 
information furnished by this informant must be handled with the 
utmost discretion. 

Boston will continue to follow the activities of the above group 
and its personnel and endeavor to determine the identity of other 
individuals associated with the group, and to determine whether 
the group obtains a charter from the SUA. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROMs 


DIRECTOR* FBI (100-3-69) 
SAC* CHICAGO (100-18953) 


SUBJECTS COMMUNIST PARTY* USA 
ORGANIZATION 
IS - G 


DATES (o - c2$ 


Registered 


Bureau 

Albany (Registered) 

(l - 100- ) (CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

Atlanta (Registered) 


(1 - 100- )(CP - 

(1 - 100- )(CP - 

!}. - Buffalo (Registered) 

(i - loo- Hop - 

(1 - 100- )(CP - 

(i - loo- Hop - 


Organization) 

^Membership) 

Or gani z at i on) 
Membership) 

Strategy in Industry) 


(1 - 100- ) (Cominfil* USWA) 

Gharlott© (Registered) 

(l ~ 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP - Membership) 

Cincinnati (Registered) 

(l - 100- HOP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(0P - Membership) 

Cleveland (Registered) 


(1 - 100- ) (CP - Organization) 

(l - 100- ) (CP - Membership) 

Dallas (Registered) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(X - 100- )(GP - Membership) 

Detroit (Registered) 

(l - 100- )(CP “ Organization) 
(l - 100-X6906) (CP - Membership) 
(1 - 100-13420) (CARL WINTER) 


Organi zat i on) 
Membership) 


El Paso (Registered) 
(1 - 100- )(CP - 1 
(1 - 100- • )(CP - ] 
Houston (Registered) 
(1 - 100- )(CP - < 
(1 - 100- )(CP - ] 


Organization) 

Membership) 

I 

Organization) 
Membership )a 
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I SEARCH,D_ 

JULS 


f \\l\W 

1958 


(Conto page la) 




DIRECTOR. 


(Conto) 

1 = Knoxville (Registered) 

(100- )(CP - Membership) 

2 - Los Angeles (Registered) 

(1 - 100- T(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP - Membership) 

2 - Miami (Registered) 

(l - 100- ) (CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (OP - Membership) 

3 - Newark (Registered) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP - Membership) 

(1 » 100 “29 7k) i T 

2 - New Orleans (Registered) 

(1 = 100- T(CP - Organization) 

) (1 - 100- ) (CP - Membership) 

31 y New Yorjs: (Registered) 


USA - ORGANIZATION 
C 


100~806kl)(CP 
ioo-7k56o)(cp 
100-806ij.0) (CP 
100-81338)(CP 
100-81675)(CP 
100-79717)(OP 
100-89691)(CP 
10Q-8662lj.)(CP 
100-89590) (Op 
106 ^ 80638 )(CP 
100 - 26603 )(CP 


Organization)(#19) 

Fund)(#19) 

Negro Question) (#19*) 

Security Measures)(#19) 

Pamphlets and Publications)(#19) 
Political Activities)(#19).- 
Domestic Administration Issues)(#19) 
International Relations)(#19) 
Strategy in Industry) (#19) 
Membership)(#19) 

District #2) 


97“l69)(Publishers New Press) 

100- ) (Cominfilj ILWU) 

100-84935) (Gominfils, Railroad Industry*)' 

100- )(Qominfil s NAAGP) 

10.0- ) (Oominfilg' International Brotherhood of 

Teamstersg Chauffeurs^ Warehousemens and 

• x Helpers of America) 

1QO-56579)(PHIL BART) 


100-9984) (AL" ELUMBERG) 


100-23825) (BEN DAVIS* 
100-8057) ( EUGENE DENI 
100-110840) I 
100-89816)(FRED FINE) 
100-19723)(JOHN GATES! 
100-50983) (I 

•100-64755)(_ 

100-23290) (| 

100-28609 )H — 


JR a ) 


(Conto page lb) 


DIRECTOR* FBI 


RES CP* USA - ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 


(Cont„) 


- 100-9573)_I 

- 100-18065) l JACK STACHEL) 

- 100-50090)( SID STEIN) 

- 100-66211) (| I 

- 100-20611.9) (ED STRONG) 

- 100-23290) 1 I 

- 100-18672) (MAX WEISS) 

- 100-511-899) (LEON WOFSY) 

<s£aag-__ Hop - Lina)~?i 




HOP 
) (cp 


3 - Philadelphia (Registered) 


Organization) 

Membership) 


Organization) 

Membership) 


JEKs 

(97) 


(l - 100- ) TCP - Organization) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

(1 - 100-7800) (ED STRONG) 

Pittsburgh (Registered) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(GP - Membership) . 

Richmond (Registered) 

(l - 100- ) (CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP - Membership) 

San Antonio (Registered) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

San Diego (Registered) 

(l - 100- ) (CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP - Membership) . 

San ^raneisco (Registered) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(l - 100- HOP - Membership) - 

(1 - 100- ) (Gominfil* ILWU)~ 

(1 - 100- ) (LOUISE TODD LAMBERT) 

(1 - 100- ) (WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN) 

Savannah (Registered) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Membership) „ 

Chicago 
(1 - A) 13 ^ 6 ) 

(1 - 100-3V70) (MORRIS CHILDS) 

(1 - 100-198L1) (MAX WEISS) 

(1 - 61-867) (CLAUDE MACK LIGHTFOOT) 
:MKR 
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REs OP, USA - ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 

Re New York tel captioned, “CP, USA - ORGANIZATION; 
CINAL dated June 25s 1956* This tel contained a summary of 
information concerning the proceedings on the third and last 
day of sessions of the three day meeting of the National 
Committee of the OP, USA which was held in the Jefferson 
School of Social Science, New York City, from June 22 through 
June 21}., 1956 c 

The following constitutes the details of the pro¬ 
ceedings of this third day of the meeting as furnished by 
CG 582lj.-S* to SA JOHN E, KEATING on June 21}., 1956 s 


Persons in Attendance 


OG 5821}.=S* advised that the following persons were 
in attendance at the session held on Sunday, June 21}., 1956s 

PHIL BART 
AE" BLUMBERG 
MORRIS CHILDS 
BEN DAVIS, JRo 
EUGENE DENNTj S 

FRED FINE 
JOHN GATES 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT __ 


WILLIAM SCHNEID ERMAN 

1--1 bo 

I-1-1 b7C 

JACK S'i'AOHEL 
SID STEIN _| 

ED STRONG 


MAX WEISS 
CARL WINTER 
LEON WOFSY 

Informant advised that ED STRONG was the Chairman 
of the Sunday session,. 
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5 Statement of the. National' Committee 
of the CP. USA _ 


It will be recalled that at the Saturday., June 23 , 

1956 session of this National Committee meeting, there was a j 
sharp debate concerning what should be contained* in a | 

statement to be issued by the OP, USA in regard to the speech j 
by NIKITA KHRUSH0HEV to the, Executive Session of the 20th j 

Congress of the OP, SU 0 A committee of four consisting of ' 
JOHN GATES, WILLIAM SGHNEIDERMAN>. MAX WEISS, and CAEL WINTER' , 
had been appointed on June 23 to prepare a compromise statement]' 

, and' have it ready prior to the session of Sunday, June P)|, 19£6 0 


1 This committee’ of four brought in a compromise j 

statement and stated that this statement had the unanimous * 
consent'of this committee of four» A few copies of- this state- 
ment were passed around at this meeting' arid the committee of 
four announced that ,if this statement’was, adopted : at this 
meeting it should be adopted prior to < %%'00 p dim, so that it 
could:be released to the presso , \ . * 


• Since the statement was an obvious compromise, except 
for a few changes by EUGENE DENNIS,in the choice' of -words, no 
other changes were suggested and thi^ _National Committee 
meeting adopted-this statement unanimously " 


\ CG 582lj>S-;c- had-learned that CLAUDE LIGHTF00T had tolc, 
.EUGENE DENNIS, in a private conyersation, -that DENNIS should 
give in a 'little on his-previous*, stand against* criticism of 
Russia., • , i ' 


• . • The following-is the completer text of* this statement 

; . which was released to tiae press and will, be circulated among 

- % , - the membership of the'CP, USA for the. purpose Of showing that , 
the'leader ship of the Party Ms hot split on policy toward 1 

'‘ , Russia? .* * ‘ .' ' - ’' ■ ’ • f 
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"MONDAY AM, JUNE 25, 1956 

"STATEMENT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES ' 

"Adopted at its regular meeting in New York Citv 
on June 2i|.th, 1956 


The publication of the State Department 8 s text of 
Khrushchev 8 s speech to a closed session of the 20th 
Congress of the CPSU has given a fresh impetus to the 
already widespread discussions in our country about the 
changes taking place in the Soviet Union® 

"The State Department would like Americans to 
believe that nothing has changed in the Soviet Union,, 

It hopes to cancel out the positive impact of the 20th 
Congress, which registered, among other things, a new 
relationship of world forces, opening up for the first 
time in history, the real prospect for a lasting peace® 
it hopes in this way to keep alive the disintegrating 
remnants of the cold war, 

"However, the people of our country who desire 
peaceful coexistence cannot but welcome the actions taken 
by the Soviet government since Stalin 8 s death as well as 
the determination expressed in Khrushchev 8 s speech to end 
the brutalities and injustices which married a period 
of Soviet life, 

"The State Department wants the American people to 
believe that the tragedies, crimes and injustices which 
took place during the Stalin era are evils which are 
inherent in socialism,, 

"But the crimes against innocent people perpetrated 
under Stalin 8 s leadership are, in fact, alien to socialism 
ihey were an intolerable hindrance to the advance of 
socialism® Socialism is dedicated to the liberation of 
mankind from social injustice and to releasing the full 
capacities for the flowering of humanity® It requires 
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an ever-expanding democracy, the growth of human 
freedom and personal liberties, the development of 
conditions which will ultimately eliminate altogether 
the use of force in the relations between people 0 

"We have been and will continue to be the proud 
supporters of socialism everywhere,, We have fought and 
will continue to fight against the efforts of big 
business to calumniate and vilify the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries® 

"We Communists know that socialism must eradicate 
the inhumanity of capitalist society,, Shat is why we,, ' 
above all, are deeply shocked by the revelations contained 
in Khrushchev 8 s speech*, 

"in our opinion this speech should have been made 
public by the GPSU itself® W© do not share the view that 
the questions dealt with, no matter how painful and 
abhorrent, are exclusively the internal affair of the 
CPSUo The role which the Soviet Union has played in 
world affairs for the last ij.0 years,'and the defense of 
its socialist achievements by workers in the US and other 
countries have made these matters public issues everywhere„ 

"A basic analysis of how such perversions of 
socialist democracy, justice and internationalism were 
permitted to develop and continue unchecked for twenty 
years must still be made by the leadership of the CPSU„ 

It needs also to be made by Marxists everywhere® 

Krushchev 9 s contribution to the exposure of mistakes and 
to the process of correction now going on, makes only 
a beginning in this direction,, 

M We cannot accept an anlysis of such profound 
mistakes which attributes them solely to the capricious 
aberrations of a single individual, no matter how much 
arbitrary power he was wrongly permitted to usurp® It 
is just as wrong to ascribe all the mistakes and violations 
of socialist principle to a single individual as it was 
to ascribe to him all the achievements and grandeur of 
socialist progress in the USSR® 
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”In our opinion the mistakes made were primarily 
a result of wrong policies and concepts arising in part 
out of the fact that the Soviet Union was the pioneering 
land of socialism and was surrounded for decades by a 
hostile capitalist world,, Some of these policies an d 
concepts have already been repudiated,, B ut the historic 
objective factors associated with these errors need to 
be more fully assessed,. Also required is a further a nd 
deeper examination of such questions as the structure 
and operation of socialist democracy in the Soviet Union 
and other socialist countries as well as of the new 
problems and perspectives arising as the workers of 
other lands move toward Sjaaialism® This will illuminate 
the source of past errors and help avoid future ones„ 

”We are deeply disturbed by facts revealed in infor¬ 
mation coming from Poland that organs and media of 
Jewish culture were summarily dissolved and a number of 
their leaders executed® This is contrary to the Soviet 
Union 8 s historic contributions on the Jewish question,, 
Khrushchev 8 s failures to deal with these outrages, a nd 
the continuing silence of Soviet leaders, requires an 
explanation® 

"The Communist Party of the US has some serious 
conclusions to draw from all this® For we are responsible 
to the working class and people of our own country® 

And to them we admit frankly that we uncritically justi¬ 
fied many foreign and domesti© policies of the Soviet 
Union which are now shown to be wrong® 

"We have begun to reexamine our previously over¬ 
simplified and wrong concept of the relations which 
should exist between the Marxists of various countries, 
including the socialist countries® These relations must 
be based on the principles of serving the best national 
interests of each people and the common interests of all 
progressive humanity| of the equality of parties! of the 
right and duty of the Marxists of all countries to engage 
in friendly criticism of the theory or practice of the 
Marxists of a^y country, whenever they feel this is 
necessary® Far from weakening, this will strengthen 
international working class solidarity® This new approach 
was reflected in the DW as early as last March as well 
as in the position adopted by the national Committee 
at the end of April® 
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!, Our stand Is rooted in the primary concern of 
our Party for the present and future welfare of the 
American people* As an independent Marxist party of 
American workers dedicated to socialism, we seek to add 
our influence to ensuring friendship of peoples and 
world peace * W© shall continue to work for greater 
economic security, democracy, and civil rights In our 
own country, and for unity with all socialist-minded 
groups to attain socialism by constitutional, peaceful 
means, expressing th© free choice of the majority of th© 
American people* M 


Report on Organization by I 1 

Organizational Secretary of the 
New York CP District 

Informant advised that a report on the status of 
th e Party organa zation in the New York District was delivered 
by | ~l Organizational Secretary of the New York CP 

District* This report was to be a part of the general dis¬ 
cussion on Party organization at this meeting* f 1 stated 

that there is a question which continually appears fit all 
Party meetings in the New York District* He stated that the 
membership is asking whether or not it is necessary to make 
such an agonizing reappraisal of our Party* The membership is 
also asking if we would be making this reappraisal if it had 
not been for the issues raised by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV in his speech 
to the Executive Session of the 20th Congress of the CP, SU* 


I s answer to these questions was that we would 
be making such a reappraisal* He said that such a reappraisal 
would be necessary even if the 20th Co ngress o f the CP, SU 
had never been held* Explaining this,[ 


stated that 


there is a changed situation in the United States which was 
favorable to the CP* Despite this fact, the isolation of the 
Party from the masses continues* Commenting on those things 
which are favorable to the Party in the United States, he 
mentioned the following2 


The defeat of Me Carthyism* 
The united labor movement* 
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Hie holding of the Geneva Conference* and what 
he called the growing moods of struggle on the part of the 
working class„ 

I stated that he would discuss the following 

propositions in his report; 

Where is the Communist Party in the United 

States today? 

What is the position of the masses in the United 
' States today? 

How do the masses view the CP? 

Did the 20th Congress of the CP* SU add to the 

moral crisis of the CP? 

Has the constant change in the national leadership 

of the CP, USA added to this crisis? 

Is the Party disintegrating? 

Is there no hope for the CP in the United States? 

With regard to the last question. I 1 stated that 

in his opinion the CP is not disintegrating and that* there is 
still some hope for the CP in the United States* He stated that 
the Party still has positions of influence in the trade union 
movement and in the peopled movemento 

I s comments on registration 

and dues in the New York CP District 

I h exfe went into a discussion of the registration 

and explained that the Party registration for 1956 is really a 
two year registration since the New York District -did not have 
a registration in 1954- the year 1955 o He stated that two- 
thirds of the membership of the CP in the New York District 
were lost during the last ten years 0 I I t hen stated the 

following figures which were later disputed by I I 

Executive Secretary of the New York CP Districts 
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claimed that in I9I4.6 the New York CP 
District had 30,000 members but by 19,50 this membership figure 
had dropped to 2ij.,000o He did not give the current, registration 
figures for the New York District until the conclusion of his 
remarks but he did say that 88 per cent of the membership in 
the New York District has been registeredo 


According to l I one-third of the membership of 

the New York District also belong to industrial organizations<> 
He stated that one-third of the membership attends meetings 
regularly<> One-third or less of the membership carries on 
sustained activity Q He then commented that the Party is 
getting older because two-thirds of the Party membership in 
New York is now at least I4.0 years of ag@ 0 


I_I stated that dues payments can be considered 

as being fair to goodo He said that during 1955 the New York 
District had an 85 per cent dues payment 0 Por the first five 
months of 1956, the dues payments are averaging 62 per cento 
H© expects, however, that there will be a drop in the 
percentage of dues payments until the next registratipn in 
the fall of 1956 since the 62 per cent represents dues collected 
during the registration which began during the latter part of 
1955 and carried over into the first part of 1956* 



I_|asked why there has been such a loss of Party 

member ship o He said that these losses are due to objective 
conditionso He said that there have been many attacks not only 
on the Party itself but also on individual* Party members. He 
said that this stands out as t he most important reason for 
losses in membership« I I then stated that many former 

Party members are friendly toward the Party but refuse to 
formally join the Party at this time D Many of these people 
are working in trade unions and other mass organizations 0 
He urged that these former members be kept in mind. He stated 
that the Party should not lose contact with them. 


I | then went on to explain that there were some 
mistakes which contributed to the losses and to the status of 
organization in the New York District. He stated that one of 
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the main errors was that of sectarianism and adventurism 
particularly in the electrical industry and in the Negro 
field and in the mass movements® 

I l then stated that many hundreds of members 

in the New York District were unjustly expelled from the Party 
and that this greatly contributed to the loss in membership® 

He then gave an example to show what he meant by adventurism 
in the Party program® He stated that in 195.1 the New York 
District had a club active in the Longshoremen* s Union and 
that this club was very active® Despite the activity, this 
club had no deep roots bn the docks since they were new to 
this type of work® Ihe Party involved this group in some 
dramatic fights and before the Party could do anything about 
it every single member was lost to the Party either because • 
they were fired from their jobs or were expelled from the 
union® 

I [went on to explain that the same adventurism 

characterized - Party activity in the Brewery, Teamsters, and 
transport Workers Unions although the Party w;as able to 

save some of its members by transferring them to commun ity _ 

organizations where they are now doing some good work® I 
said that as a result of this adventurism many Party members, 
who should be in industrial organizations, are in community' 
organizations since they do not trust the industrial organi¬ 
zations of the CP® Tl^ey expect that if they were in an 
industrial organization they would be pushed into some ad¬ 
venturism and, as a result, would either lose their jobs or 
their standing in the union® On the other hand, they can work 
quietly in a community organization and el±n&afc^ these fears® 

■- 1 With regard to losses of membership from expulsions, 

I_Istated that the CP Incorrectly estimated the Fascist 

danger® A s a result of this incorrect estimate, for security 
reasons, the New York District dropped a few thousand members 
who were considered untrustworthy and not strong enough to 
withstand repression. Concerning losses of the Negro member¬ 
ship, I I stated that these losses were due chiefly to 

left sectarianism® He stated that in every Negro community 
we put the Negro comrades into left field and isolated them 
from the Party and from the mass organizations of the 
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community. We also put them into left centers where they 
were further isolated. Next I I stated that the gross 

distortions in the fight against white chauvinism also 
helped to lose Negro members. He asked what Negro member 
would want to join a Party which.was considered to be full 
of white chauvinists. He stated that the Negro gained the 
impression that the Party was composed of many white 
chauvinists in view of our excesses in the fight against 
this deviation. 

Current Activities in the 
New York OP District 

| asked whathas happened to the remaining 

membership m tne New York District. He said that since the 
Party’s draft resolution of 3k years ago the New York District 
of the GP has been anchoring its membership in the mass 
organizations, the trade unions, and the basic industries. 

He stated that in the New York District one-third of the 
membership in the community organizations now function through 
right led mass organizations of the people. He said that they 
have many united front relationships. It was this anchoring 
of the Party in the right led organizations plus the United 
Front Program which has speeded the fight against reaction. 

I I also stated that the Party has a new concept of Negro- 

white unity. He said that when the United States Supreme 
Court handed down its decision with regard to desegregation, 
the CP, through a series of united front mass meetings and 
other organized events in many areas and cities, was able to 
rally thousands of people and was also able to involve 
officials of large organizations and officials of some cities 
in support of this desegregation order. 

I I then talked about the building of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He stated 
that the H e w York District of the Party has obtained some 
excellent results with regard to the NAACP. He stated that 
there is a Negro leader in the food industry who he characterized 
as having been at one time active in a left center. He stated 
that th is perso n, by himself, recruited f?00 people into the 
NAACP. | ~| then cited some examples of experiences In the 

field of political action as a result of the Party’s work 
within mass organizations. He stated that the Party has 
influence in the Typographical Union and, as a result, was 
able to get this union to participate in two Congressional 
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campaigns wh ich resu lted in the defeat of the reactionary 

|stated that the Party has also strengthened 
xtself as a result of correcting its sectarian approach 
concerning Israel and attributed this correction to the 
fact that the Party membership is now working in mass organi¬ 
zations, He stated that the Party would never have arrived 
at a correct policy with regard to Israel if it had not been 
ior the fact that Party members working in mass organizations, 
were able to bfing pressure upon the Party which resulted 
m corrected policy 0 In other words., members working in 
mass organizations have been able to get the Party to adopt 
a correct policy, ^ 

. . Turning his attention to trade unions*I Istated 

that in the trade unions the CP is winning back some inf luence 
which it had lost as a result of the fact that Party members 
were expelled from unions when the "left" lost control. He 
stated that Party members are now working through regular 
trade union machinery and that they are sinking their roots 
and expanding the Party 3 a influence in trade unions 0 

. . stated that the Party is developing a new and 

rising cadre and that this cadre knows how to wohk among the 
masses m a manner which will bring prestige not only to 
themselves but also to the Party, He stated that the main 
emphasis is being placed on workers in industry, There is not a 
concentration in the old sense of the word nor in there an 
emphasis on shop papers. Citing examples* he stated that the 
Party 8 s work in the railroad and Longshoremen 8 s Unions are 
the best examples of the current work being done by the N ew 
York District in industry. He stated that in the past the 
Party had made a lot of noise in the Longshoremen's Union 
and in the railroad unions but that the Party 8 s activity was 
primarily limited to the issuing of bulletins-and that the 
Party organization among-railroad workers and Longshoremen 
was Practically non-existent. This situation has been changed, 

♦ e v a £v *5*1 the ? ew York D istrict now has good organization 
in both of these industriesHe stated that the CP in New 
, j kas 35 people actively organized in the Longshoremen's 
industry. It has ^O people active in the Teamsters Union and 
70 people active m the railroad industry. 
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He stated that the New York District 5 s activity 
in the steel industry is primarily centered in the 
Buffalo area and that there are 34 Communists active in steel 
in that area„ He also stated that the Party 8 s activity 
in the electrical industry is also centered in upstate New 
York; however* he did not have any current figures on the 
number of members in the District who are active in the 
electrical inddstry 0 He stated that the new type of work in. 
industry has had some affect on rebuilding the Barty„ He stated 
that some old timers have been activized by the injection of new 
blood into districts and organizations of the Party,, 

Turning his attention briefly to Buffalo* he stated 
that a new cadre has been introduced into the Party in Buffalo,, 
As a result of this* there has been a phenomenal rise in the 
mass work of the comrades in that eity„ 

. I Isaid that the policy of shifting members to 

industry and into mass organizations is paying off „ He said 
that we need to have patience with and confidence in GP 
members who are active in industry,, He also stated that at 
the end of the summer the New York CP District plans to shift 
over 1*000 additional members from community organizations 
into industrial organ!zations„ 


|_| stated* however* that he had to ,say that there 

are still some small pockets of resistance in the Party against 
going into industries and into mass organizations,, Some Party 
members are still questioning the liquidation of the left 
.centerSo Other Party members are also charging the District 
leadership with giving up the American Labor Party„ He said 
that other old Party members are sitting it out and are waiting 
to see what will happen„ 


_fs comments on organization* 

funds* and the status of the fee 

1 TP h7 


I 1 said that in the past we gave exaggerated 

objectives to the various organisations or the Partyi Many 
time these objectives were beyond the capacity "of these 
organisations e The result of this was discouragemento As an 


be 
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example of this, he cited the recent struggle for civil 
rights* H e said that when the Party was discussing the raareh 
on Washington it made the statement that thousand^ of people 
would be mob ilized f or the trip of the NAACP to Washington® be 
According to I I even as these statements were being b?c 

made it was obvious that thousands could not be mobilized for 
such a trip® As a result, when numbers far {Short of. this 
were actually mobilized, it had a very discouraging effect 
upon Party members® 


In regard to finances, he said that we also give 
the Party membership tasks well beyond their capabilities® 

He then went into a discussion of the financial situation® 

He said that we need drastic changes of financial policy within 
the CP® According to | ] only $0 per cent of the goal 

has been raised during the financial drive of the New York 
District® He said that if they try to maintain the contemplated 
budget that the Party will be in bankruptcy in the New York 
District in a short time® Be@au.se of this, the New York 
District is undertaking serious cuts in personnel® At the 
present time there are 29 full time Party employees in the New 
York District® ®he plan is to reduce this number from 29 to 
16® They want to have four full time people operating on a Dis~ 
triet level and two full time people working in each county in 
the "ew York City area® He said that per cent of the 
budget of the New York District is eaten up by administrative 
costs such as wages, the “Daily Worker 1 ', and defense expenses. 


The biggest problem of all, according to I J 

is the "Daily Worker©" He said that the "Daily Worker" is a 
most invaluable instrument in the current discussions in the 
CP® This is true because the paper can be shown "to persons 
outside of the Party ranks® He stated, however, that it is 
necessary for the Party tb make an analysis of the “Daily 
Worker" and decide whether or not the paper can be maintained® 
He suggested that after the Party 8 s National Convention that 
the National leadership consider the abandoning of the "Daily 
Worker" and the bringing forth of a new weekly paper® He. said 
that it would be much better to have a weekly paper with a 
circulation of 60,000 or 70,000 than to have a daily paper 
which not' only has a fraction of this circulation but is also 
a tremendous burden upon the. Party© 
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|_|again discussed exaggerated goals and the fact 

that these exaggerated goals are stumbling blocks to Party 
progress* He also stated that there are other stumbling 
blocks in the Party and mentioned the lack of review on 
policy questions such as the economic situation, the work 
among Negroes, the form and structure of the Party, Party 
democracy, and industrial and trade union work* He said that 
the Party has been drifting too much and that the Party 
leadership is not writing enough material on these important 
issues* He also stated that the membership in the New York 
District is questionning the ability of the national leadership 
and stated that morale of some of the membership is very low* 

I I then discussed leading policy committees* 

He stated that the membership wants to know how these policy 
committees are constituted* He said they have to be- told 
that for the most part these committees consist of full time 
Party people* As a result of this, some of the members want 
to change the composition of leading committees* They state 
that persons active in mass organizations, who have their ear 
to developments in the mass movement, should be placed on 
these policy making committees* He then stated that the 
leading committees of the Party should not "hug ail the lower 
organizations of the Party to their chest*" He also said 
that differences on policy should be fought out not, only in the 
higher committees but also on lower levels* Trade union 
policy should be made by Party members active in the particular 
trade union* 

I I then stated that the New York District is 

making some progress in this regard* The specific policy is 
now bei ng made by people in various industries* According to 
I .1 the following questions are being raised by the 

Party memberships 

Do we need a monolithic party? 

Do we need a Party with an iron discipline? 

He stated that personally he thinks that we have 
mistakenly transferred the Hussian experience and concept of 
organization to our country* This is incorrect inasmuch as 
different conditions exist in this country and also because 
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we have left out the democratic tradition of the United 
States in our concept of organization. He stated that the 
monolithic form of organization clashes with democracy at 
any time policy is being made. He said that the higher 
bodies in the Party organization should listen to the 
suggestions which come from the lower organizations and 
should make changes in policy based upon these suggestions. 

He also stated that as a result of expecting unity among 
the leadership of the Party there results a certain formalism 
and rigidity. 


Accord! ng to 


1 what the Party needs is a 


system of majority rule. The Party should allow for an 
area of differences before carrying out the majority policy. 

He also stated that once the Party adopts a constitution it 
should adhere to it. If any changes are made, they should not 
be made in violation of the constitution as was done during 
the past few years. In this connection, he stated that the 
Party should abolish the principle of cooptation. 


be 

b7C 


I_I then discussed the idea of a new party of 

Socialism. He said that in the past the GP in the United 
States had open to it many avenues of strugglej however, at 
the present time, practically speaking, the Party is Illegal. 
Only a handful of people can identify themselves to the workers 
and to their neighbors as Communists. In this regard, he stated 
that most CP clubs in upstate New York are functional clubs. 

He said that the Party In Buffalo is illegal except for the 
Organizer who is a full time employee. 


L _| said that some good work is being done in shop b6 

clubs in J3 uffalo and that they are able to. discuss some issues b7c 
such as wages and other issues pertaining to working conditions 
in industry, but that the membership cannot identify themselves 

as Communists. |_| thinks that the Party cannot continue 

to exist in this manner. He said that recently he had 
interviewed 75 Party people in upstate New York. Out of 
this total of 75? only a handful had been able to hold onto 
a J* 0 * 3 f 01 ” five years. As soon as it was discovered that they 
were lefts , Reds", or G ommunists, they were fired. 


With regard to mass movements, he said that if 
anyone should identify himself as a Communist he would be 
expelled from the movement. For this reason the New York 
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District will encourage functional clubs for the time being 
d i S 5 and the £ althou S h it is realized that this 
*vL?°£ the f 0 ? ra of Part y organizationc He also stated 
onmunit-y clubs should carry on concentration work 

SI™ 11 in instances not enough of the members of these 

clubs are active m mass organizations» 

•. .. Continuing* I said that even in the old days 

t he ? ap ! 7 more of a le S al status than at present* 
very few trade union members would come forward and identify 
themselves as Communists. Because of that he said that we 
need the following; 

.... lo Some mass form of Socialist expression on 

the part of trade unionists and shop workerso 

. - 2 0 Forms of Democratic expression within the 

Party itself„ 

3° Y e need to s P e ®-k up against the Soviet Union 
m a manner similar to the recent line 
of the Daily Worker•" He said that we 
need to do away with the idea that we are 
parroting the ^ Soviet Union or- other- Communist' 
Parties® This will help to minimize the charge 
that the CP of the USA is a foreign agency® 

National CP membership and 
current membership figures for 
several CP Districts 

CG 582k-S* advised that when I I completed 

his report, the National Organization Commission of the CP 

bltrlhllL* S ?J ° f £J sures to the National Q p mmittee o n the 
blackboards These figures were written by i 

r_] indicated that in 1955 the New York CP District had 

eieSo the York Dl3tel0t has 

In TOCTA jni^ois had a registration of 1*000 members 

n 195o, Illinois shows an official registration of 900 members 

m. ^955$ Michigan had a total registration of ^00 

Thus far* m 1956 Michigan has a total membership of 251 
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although the Michigan district claims that its registration 
is not yet complete. 

0 . . ., 0il £° official registration of 600 in 1955* 

So far, the Ohio CP District has registered 580 members in 1956. 

. Eastern Pennsylvania had a registration in 1955 

Ihe 1956 registration for eastern Pennsylvania is 

457<> 

In 1955 the New 'Jersey District had a total 
registration of 766, The 1956 registration for New Jersey 

is i3lo 

_ 0 Dnl I ^, 1955 the California District had a registration 
nT ^ 1^56 registration figure for the California 

^strict is 2,900, 

_ . . The western Pennsylvania District had a registration 

or 150 xn 1955o The registration for this District in 1956 

*L S *i.£—0 o 

. _ , l n 1955 the CP, USA claimed a total registration 

of 17,600 on the basis of registration figures which were 
turned in by the various DistrictsIn 1956, with the 
registration almost completed, the registered Partv total 
membership is 16,500, J 

With regard to membership in the South, in 1955 there 
were 22 registered members in the State of Vir gin ia,, There 
are currently 25 registered members in Virginia * 

x n 1955 there were 1^8 members in Florida. The current 
Party membership for Florida is 380 

In 1955 there were 35 members in North Carolina* The 
current registration for North Carolina is 30 o 

In 1955 there were 16 Party members In Tennessee; 
however, there are no figures available for 1956, 

In 1955 there were 21}. Party members in Alabama with 
no figures available for 1956, 
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however Z &Te ^ Party members in Louisiana; 

7 ?illll *£ th6Se raem $? rs wer © considered to be members 
1956? S ^ a3?e n ° flgures available for Louisiana for 

IQ** ari ^ 4 -J a ere wer ® 37 Registered CP members in Texas during 
195b and the current registration figure for Texas is 35* ^ 

x. . T 5 e R e are ©wrently three CP members registered in 
J*?*! °J Se ® 8 1 ? a »a no figure was available lor vejls- 
trafcLon in Georgia for 1955. It Is expected that more 
members will be registered in Georgia© 

op TTQft „ 3>urin § 3 o© year dues payments for the entire 

* ^ avei, aged 78 per cento The following are the dues 

of r i 956 ? §eS f ° r various districts for the first few months 


New York district 
Illinois District 
Michigan District 
Ohio District 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
New Jersey District 
California District 


6 l per cent 


per cent 


26 per cent 
28 per cent 
16 per cent 
22 per cent 
11 per cent 


1 , r - . . however, with regard to the percentage figure for 
wLw if ° rn:La District, it was stated that this figure is 
probably incorrect since California usually sends its dues 

xxi large catches 0 

•d 1 * j , I also gave the following percentage drons in b6 
Party membership between the years 1952 and 1956 s b7t 

4 . Between these years the New York District had a 

c £ nt * Illinois 8 membership dropped 
43 per cento The Michigan District dropped 50 -per cent* 
however, with regard to the percentage drop for Michigan, 
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It was stated that this may be incorrect since the membership 
figure for Michigan for the year 1952 was an estimated 600. 
Ohio had a 28% drop in membership during these years. 

Eastern Pennsylvania a 3 b$> drop* Hew Jersey a 20% drop 
between the years 1953 and 1956j there was no membership 
ri f^ e for Hew Jers ®7 the year 1952. California has had 
a 10% drop in membership during the period 1952 to 1956. 


Discussion on Party 
Organization 


Comments of |~ 


] 


ho 

b7C 


The informant advised that 


was the 


first speaker during the discussion period. He said that 
the Bolshevization campaign during the 1930*s plus the 
Bureaucratic leadership of Joseph Stalin froze the forms of 
organization of the CP. He stated, however, that these 
forms of organization are now being unfrozen. He then 
briefly reviewed the 1902 concepts of organization by V. I. 

enin and stated that since conditions are quite different 
now than they were in 1902 the CP needs hew forms of organi¬ 
zation. 


Comments of PHIL BART 

Informant advised that BART stated that the most 
important task of the Party is to emphasize its ideological 
role.^ He briefly discussed the shop clubs and stated that they 
function as trade union fractions instead of as Party- organi¬ 
zations. He stated it is necessary for the Party to turn shop 
clubs into political organizations. H e also warned about the 
lack of understanding of the capacity of various CP organi¬ 
zations to perform various functions. He also came out for 
the- abolition of shop groups and also for the abolition of 
shop papers. 

Comments of EUGENE DENNIS 

Self-criticism by DEMIS 

DENNIS stated that before discussing Party organi¬ 
zation he first wanted to make a few observations concerning 
his article which appeared in the June 18 issue of the "Daily / 


20 « 
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Worker.” DENNIS stated that he should have said in his / 

article that the Central Committee of the CP, SU has a / 

collective responsibility to provide a basic Marxist analysis / 
of what happened in the USSR with regard to Joseph Stalin« / 

He also stated that he should have indicated in his article / 
that -new"' relations have been developing between various / 
Marxist parties. / 

DENNIS also stated that in dealing with the ’’Daily 
Worker” in his article, he should have struck a more positive 
note on the boldness of the "Daily Worker” in dealing with A 

questions growing out of the 20th Congress of the CP, SU. / 

Finally, in regard to the criticism that he was individually / 
responsible for the article of June 18, 1956, he wanted to / 
say in self-criticism that he should have consulted at least / 
the comrades in the Administrative Committee of the National / 
Committee before publishing this article. / 

Comments of CG 582ij.-S** on DENNIS® / 

self-criticism and the unanimous 1 

adoption of the statement issued 
by the CP _ 

CG 582l].-S* commented that while the unanimous 
adoption of the compromise statement and the self-criticism 
on the part of DENNIS does not heal the differences on funda¬ 
mental problems it does maintain a status quo for the time 
beingo This means that the tendered resignation of JOHN 
GATES as the Editor of the "Daily Worker" will not be acted 
dp on by the CP, USA. At some future date', unless the differences 
become sharper, it may be officially decided not to accept 
his resignation. Wnile the fight between the forces of GATES 
and those of DENNIS is not over, it was the general opinion 
of those in attendance at this National Committee meeting that 
an advance toward unity in the national leadership was made at 
this meeting although some fundamental problem may cause a 
near explosion in the future. 

DENNIS® remarks on organization 

DENNIS stated that the report of _shows l b ' 

that the leadership in the New York District has made some /, b 

beginnings and changes in the mass work of the Party. With / 
regard to the "Daily Worker" and the suggestion that it be / 

abandoned, DENNIS stated that he believes that the Party ought / 
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to ask the membership of the New York District and the readers 
of the paper what shouid be done with it* He agreed that it 
may be necessary to establish a new weekly and abandon the 
’’Daily Worker” after the National Convention* He stated, 
however, that he thought that the various Party Districts should 
be polled on this matter and that we should have their answers 
by September when the National Election Conference will be 
held* 

DENNIS then went into a discussion of the possibility 
of forming a new party of Socialising He said that such a party 
cannot be built in a hurry but to achieve a new party, if and 
when conditions mature, the Communists will have to play a key 
role* He thinks that the CP is not so discredited or at least 
not so completely discredited that it cannot play an important 
role in forming a new party of Socialism* In order to play 
this role, however, it is necessary for the CP to bring about 
changes in its method of work at the present time* It is also 
necessary for the Party to bring about changes in the Party 
program* It is'' also necessary to bring about changes in the 
structure of the Party organization. As these changes are made 
they will facilitate the building of the new party of Socialism* 
He stated that if changes in the structure of the Party organi¬ 
zation do not solve all problems with regard to legality, they 
will help the Party to some extent in getting into mass organi¬ 
zations and they will also h$lp the Party members currently 
active in mass organizations*' 

Next ? DENNIS stated that it is necessary not to lose 
sight of the nped for security not only for the Party but for 
Party members active in the ahops. But, he said, the CP can 
take steps, even while protecting its security, which would lead 
to more democratic forms of organizations* He also emphasized 
the need to develop the next steps in the fight against left 
sectarianism. DENNIS said that the battle against left 
sectarianism has not yet been won* He also stated that the Party 
must wage a continual fight against dogmatism and said that 
the fight against dogmatism is not just something for convention 
discussion. 

DENNIS said that the CP must be patient* He said 
that just as h^ moved cautiously on the matter of the- 
relation of the CP, USA to other Marxist or Socialist parties 
in other countries until he was convinced that the CP, USA had 
to move, so the Party leadership must be patient with membership 
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in order to move them along new lines of organization and 
towards new goals* 


Comments of |_| b6 

DENNIS was followed by BILL NORMAN. NORMAN stated b ' 
that he is not certain that the Party can ever overcome its 
errors and the bureaucracy within its ranks* He stated that 
he also favored the abolition of shop units and shop papers 
and he asked for an expanded democracy within the Party. 

Comments of WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN 

The next speaker during the discussion period was 
WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, District Organizer of California. 

SCHNEIDERMAN stated that there is a real crisis 
in the CP and that the problems the Party faces are universal 
in the sense that the same problems exist from coast to coast. 
He stated that the leadership of the CP must have an open 
mind on all matters and that the National Committee will have 
to inject itself into the present discussion going on within 
the Party* He stated that so far the National Committee has 
not done this. He then stated that he wanted to mention a few 
things about which the Party membership is talking on the 
West Coast* He stated that the membership is asking the 
following questions: 

Cap. we change the organization of the CP? 

Can the present leadership of the CP, USA change 
its policy? 

Do we need a monolithic party? 

^o we need military discipline? 

What about dissent. How fa^ ean a member go in 
dissent in support of his position? 

If the Party member fights for his position, will 
it be considered factionalism?. 
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SCHNEIDERMAN stated that democratic centralism 
is discredited* He stated that the Party needs more 
emphasis on democracy* Direct representation to county 
levels is a current demand of the membership* Elective 
bodies should verify policies* The higher committees should not 
T 82 it down au.” line to the lower organizations* The Party 
should outlaw cooptation* The Party should hold more 
frequent elective conferences and elections for positions* 

The Party should hold more frequent conventions* We should 
have a bill of rights for the membership* There should be 
no expulsions from the Party except for anti “working class 
activity or for people who are caught as informers* The 
right of appeal in the Party should be automatic* There 
should be the right to recall leaders* 

SCHNEIDERMAN stated that Party leaders should 
review the Constitution particularly with regard to the 
matters of appeal and democracy* At this point, SCHNEIDERMAN 
commented that he has been unable to find a 1938 Constitution 
of the CP, USA* He stated thathe will probably have to consult 
the prosecution or read the court record in order to know what 
is in this Constitution* 

SCHNEIDERMAN also stated that the Party membership 
has a universal demand that the national leadership tell them 
something about the different opinions among the members of the 
National Committee* The membership is also interested in at 
least some details of the conflicting opinions of the members 
of the National Committee* He stated that the Party members 
are also asking for a more frequent review of Party policy 
especially after a policy has been tested in action* The 
membership is also asking for more simplified agendas and 
they also want permission to let the clubs decide their own 
agendas* The membership also wants all agendas to include a 
good and welfare clause so that any member can raise whatever 
problem he has on his mind* 

SCHNEIDERMAN also stated that the Party should make 
it obligatory for the leadership to listen to and act upon 
proposals made by the rank and file members* 

According to SCHNEIDERMAN, the Party members are 
also asking how Party leaders are being chosen* How will future 
Party leaders be selected* He stated that some Party leaders 
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have suggested that the names of persons aspiring to leadership 
he made available to the membership in various parts of 
the country so that they can obtain a record of the Party 
activities of these people and see if they are worthy of 
being elected to positions of national leadership 0 

( Next, SCHNEIDERMAN read a few se ntences from a letter 
he had recently received from l ~l She indicated that 

some of the matters about which she wrote were being discussed 
in the Party ranks at the present time. She stated that 
because of the turmoil in the Party steps should be taken 
at the present time to institute changes in the Party in regard 
to a policy of democracy, She also stated that the Party 
should open discussions on the national leadership, She also 
stated that all Party members should be notified that 
currently the Party is carrying on discussions concerning 
possible changes in Party Constitution, She also stated that 
the members should be notified that currently there is a committee 
working on suggested changes in the Party Constitution, She also 
stated that the Party should publicise a series of proposed 
changes in the Party Constitution, 

Next* SCHNEIDERMAN discussed some views of important 
problems. He stated that these views were held by what he 
called non-Party people. He stated that he had met with a 
group of non-Party people who are Longshoremen and that he 
had met separately with HARRY BRIDGES* whom he characterized 
as a non-Party labor leader. He said that HARRY BRIDGES said 
that the CP is having too many discussions about past mistakes 
made by the Party, -these discussions of past mistakes are 
currently a handicap in the Party 0 s operations, 

BRIDGES stated that the CP is illegal and“that it 
is not getting anywhere. He stated that the Party cannot grow 
since it cannot obtain recruits; therefore* it will eventually 
die, 3Jr{, the opinion of BRIDGES, the CP should dissolve at the 
National Convention in December, After its dissolution* the 
CP should wait for at least six months before a new Party 
comes into being. Without a waiting period of at least six 
months* the dissolution would be interpreted as a gimmidc and a 
new party would be subject to prosecution, 

SCHNEIDERMAN said that BRIDGES stated that when a new 
party is formed that this party should talk American not 
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Hew Yorkese 0 He stated that the CP would have to keep in 
mind that there has been a long period of prosperity in the 
United States and that this period of prosperity has affected 
the thinking of the American working man. BRIDGES said 
that the American working man is not going to give all-out 
support to some will-o-the-wisp unless he sees that it is 
something practical. 


BRIDGES then stated that he did not agree with PAUL 
SWEEZY, an editor of the “Monthly Review," who has suggested 
the ^formation of a Fabian Society which would propagate 
Socialism but would not have any real organization. BRIDGES 
stated that he thinks that there is room for a party of 
Socialism in the Doited States. This would be a new kind 
of party which would attract trade unionists. This party 
might be a federation consisting of an association of 
Socialist minded people. BRIDGES stated that if such a party 
comes into being and this party is not identified with the 
Communists, he would consider joining such a party. 


Next SCHNEIDERMAN talked about industrial clubs in 
the CP. SCHNEIDERMAN stated that the Party should retain the 
industrial club, at least for the time being, inasmuch as there 
was nothing better to supplant it. SCHNEIDERMAN stated that 
one trouble with the organization of the CP, USA is that it has 
the same form of organization and the same tasks for a elub of 
60 members as it has for a club of 6 members. As a result, 
many Communist clubs are given impossible tasks to perform. 

He stated that someone has compared the CP clubs to a pyramid 
standing on its point with everything being pored down upon 
it from the top. H© abated that it is necessary for the .Barty 
to become more realistic and to refrain from giving exaggerated 
tasks to the membership. 


Comments of| 

Executive Secretary of the 
New York CP District 


CG 5824"®'"' advised that 

- - IT * —— T\ . 


stated that in 1946 


the CP in the Hew York District had a total membership of 
26,000 and that in 1950 iiB total membership of the New York 
District was 17,700. 
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It is to be noted that in his report, | | 

had stated that in 1946 the New York District had a total 
membership of 30,000 and that in 1950 the N ew York District 
had 2lj.,000 member So 

_Istated that he was a little worried because 

some persons present at this National Committee m eeting had 
. stated t hat they were encouraged by the report of I l 

I stated that there are many problems in the New York 

District and that no one should feel too encouraged® He 
: stated that he wanted to repeat what had been said previously 
and that is that the Party faces a crisis 0 He stated that 
because of the economic boom in the United States the workers 
are not willing to listen to GP members,, He also stated that 
there is political reaction in the United States which has 
helped to isolate the Party* He stated that not only has the 
Party committed numerous mistakes which also isolated it 
but the 20th Congress then came along and depened the crisis 
of the CP, USA® 

|_| stated that the root cause of bureaucracy 

in the CP, USA is not the full time Party functionaries* 

He stated that bureaucracy is built into the constitution 
of the CP, USA. H© also stated that he is in favor of the 
retention of shop clubs until the Party can find some better 
form of organization* He said that originally he was in 
favor of the immediate abolition of shop clubs but that a 
recent trip to upstate New York convinced him that a situation 
different than that which exists in New York compells the 
retention of shop clubs. He stated that we still have to 
give some security to CP members in industry® He stated that 
he could^see no form of organization which would do a better 
job of giving security to these members at this time than 
the shop club® 

I then went to the blackboard and indicated 
that he, too, had had some meetings with a number of important 
trade union people who are now outside of the CP 0 

CG 38 2 li°S*- com mented that when the persons at this 
meeting, such as I -j, spoke of trade union persons who, are 

not Party persons they may or may not have meant what they 
have said® Explaining this, the informant stated that if a 
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t ? ion P© r son is subject to the Taft-Hartley Law* he 
may be formally out of the Party but if a trade union person 

L“p1h 5je SS *? he my be a pecret mar^o? 

the Par ty. The informant stated that he is not certain what 
I_I bad Tn mind with this characterization® 

t>1(S80 . L jstated that during these discussions with 

i_ traae unionists* he asked them some questions with 

in S the U^SX P° s f ibili Jy Gilding a new Socialist party 
In the United States and what their position would be with 

regard to such a party® He said that he also asked them ' 
what steps could be undertaken at the present time in order 
to bring some trade unionists* including ex-Party members* 

the CP ?« the 1 current thinking of the CP* especially since 
the CP is changing its methods and forms of work® 

bv Tfmr Pflmw< 3 1 S v, n0t ? d that fchis to P ic was further developed 
by JOHN GATES who also spoke for the New York District® 

Comments of Pin STRONG 

. . .___Jwas followed by ED STRONG® STRONG stated 

hat he thought that the following three matters should be 
given serious considerations 

1® Do we face a crisis? 

_ • ?? stated that in his opinion the CP* USA does face 

CongJIss of 1 the a ’cp* e su? ed t0 problems S rowin S out of the 20th 

2® What is the nature and.soiree of bureaucracv 
in the CP? * 

bn-?T 4 - * 4 - that to merely say that bureaucracy is 

th^th^PflSX G l , tile f nswe3? ° He said that he thinks 

S~f" tbe Pa3? ty should look scientifically for the cause of 
bureaucracy in the Party® OI 

3® How do we solve this current crisis in the 
Party? Can we do it and can we do it before 
the National Convention? 
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STRONG stated that he hopes that the Party will 
not set a time limit for the solution of the current crisis# 
He stated that to do this would be to once again place an 
impossible task before the membership,, STRONG said that 
to place something like a 30 day limit on the solution of 
the crisis might result in an even bigger crisis# 

Comments of JOHN GATES 


STRONG was followed by JOHN GATES# GATES said that 
he was pleased by the self-criticism remarks of EUGENE 
DENNIS# He said that this self-criticism will go a long way 
to solving some of the Party 8 s problems# It will also help 
him to resolve problems of self-criticism# 

GATES stated that he is not too pessimistic# He 
does not think that the Party is through or finished# The 
Party sti^l has many assets, however, he stated that if 
the CP does not make some changes it will be through as a 
factor in the United States# “ithout changes, the CP will 
disappear as a political force even though it continues to 
exist in name# He stated that some members are already leaving 
the Party and that some others are watching to see what the 
leadership proposes to do before deciding whether or not they 
will leave the Party# 

GATES stated that WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN presented 
the thinking of the California district but that this thi-nkl-ng 
is prevalent throughout the Party and that some of the 
suggestions of the California District should be put into effect 
nationally at the present time# 

GATES also stated that since the CP is illegal that 
it is going to be difficult to fight for democracy within the 
r arty without, at the same time, fighting for democracy in 
the country# He asked what the Party could do to change this 
situation# How can the Party survive and make its contribution 
to the new Socialist party which will come into being in the 
future# GATES stated that some illegality in the CP is self- 
imposed? however, some of the proposals made during the 
discussion at this meeting contained the elements to make 
change possible jS for example? 


1# The question of democratic centralism 
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2o The changing of the name of the Tarty. 

He said that the changing of the name of the Party 
should be discussed, not as a gimmick*, but as something to 
give relief to the CP before the Party is able to build a 
bigger party of Socialism. 

3® The deletion from the Constitution of the CP*, USA 
of the words3 Marxism - Leninism. 

H 

e said that this is necessary if the Party wants to 
establish legality. 

GATES then said that the Party has only begun to 
fight against sectarianism. He said that the trade union people 
think that the Party should not dissolve. He then went to 
the blackboard and he, too*, indicated that he had met with 
some leaders from a number of unions. He mentioned the Typo¬ 
graphical Uni on j, the Teamsters Union*, and the Furriers Union. 

He also referred to them as non-Party trade union people. 

He said these people think that the CP should not dissolve. 

He said that they feel that even if a new Party "of 
Socialism is formed, a new Party which traae -unionists could 
join*, that the CP can still play a role in the American 
political .situation inasmuch as it can raise problems which no 
other party can raise. 

GATES also stated that he had a discussion about the 
perspectives for “Labor 8 s Daily." GATES said that perhaps the 
CP’ought to pay more attention to this newspaper since this 
paper has received the official endorsement of the AFL-CIO 
and also because it may some day become the official organ 
of the merged l^bor unions. H e stated that if it does become 
an official organ that it might be influenced through locals 
or through, certain correspondence sent to the paper. 

GATES finished with some remarks concerning the 
“Daily Worker." He said it is necessary for the Party to 
face the problem of the continual burden of the paper on the 
Party. He said that it may be necessary for the Party to give 
up the “Daily Worker"; however*, this matter should be fully 
discussed and in no event should the “Daily Worker" be 
abandoned prior to the National Convention of the CP. 
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Comments of 


I J followed JOHN GATES and she talked 

about CP activities in the trade -unions and stated that the 
■rarty is lagging behind the trade unions* She stated that 
she thinks that the shop clubs have merit but that it is 
necessary to get the shop clubs to occasionally discuss 
other^ than shop problems and to assist the community 
organizations with some of their problems* She also talked 
about the change in the character of the leadership* She 
said that the members in the New Jersey District believe that 
the authority of the leadership should be limited and that 
the conventions of the Party should make more decisions on 
policy * ^he also stated that she believes that more leeway 
should be given to the lower organizations of the Party so that 
they can explore things for themselves and submit their 
opinions to the higher bodies for further consideration* She 
also stated that the Party membership is not clear on the 
exaggeration of the war danger* She stated that it is 
^©©ssary to give more factual material on this matter so 
that Party speakers can convince Party membership that the war 
danger was exaggerated*- She also stated that the Party needs 
more factual material on the role the Party plays within the 
trad© union movement 0 

Theoretical Remarks of 
MAX WEISS 

. T advis@d that I I was followed be 

by^MAX WEISS who went into a theoretical exposition of the b7 
crisis in the Party* The informant commented that while 
everyone thought that WEISS gave a good philosophical report 
they also felt that his report had little to do with the 
situation at hand* The informant stated that the corridor 
conversation was that the logic in WEISS* remarks was precises 
however* the premise was incorrect* therefore* everything that 
followed the premise was -wrong* 

Informant also stated that WEISS* remarks were 
only a part of the discussion and did not necessarily reflect 
an expression of any collective body* 

. WEISS asked whether there is a crisis in the OP and* 
if there is a crisis, whether or not it can be separated from 
the crisis in world G ommunism* H© then went into his 
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theoretical exposition, H© stated that there was a crisis in the 
Second international in the early 1900 9 s, He said that this 
was an irreconcilable conflict and a crisis which could only 
be resolved by a split in the Gommunist movement, Next, he 
talked of the second crisis In the Communist movement, H© 
stated that this crisis occurred when Adolph Hitler came into 
power and a right and left wing of the Socialist movement 
came into being. He said that the third crisis in world 
Communism took place when Tito challenged Stalin, Recording 
to WEISS, this third cris 5 .s has been resolved! therefore, we 
are too late in talking about a current crisis in world 
Communism, He said that we are in a battle with a left sectarian 
current but this current has no real basis., therefore, there is 
no choice of a split before "as, 

WEISS stated that if th© CP, SU fought for a policy 
different than that adopted by other Communist Parties with 
regard to relations with the OP, SU, then there would be 
a serious crisis in world Communism! however, the GP, SU 
is not opposed to this changed attitude of other parties 
toward the Soviet Union! therefore, there is no crisis, 

WEISS said that we are at a historical turning point in a 
new era. He stated that if we need to use the word ,8 crisis ,fl 
to move the people, to show them that the situation is serious, 
then he has no objection to the use of this word! however, if 
we are merely talking about the current situation in world 
Communism then he is against the use of the word “crisis,** 

, WEISS then went into a discussion of the period of 
the $hl??d Internationa It which he characterized as a period of 
"wars and revolutions,* 8 He said that because this was a period 
of wars, and revolutions the Cite at that time were fashioned 
accordingly in order to meet the situation. He said that 
now we are in a new era. We are in the era of non-inevitability 
of war and the era of peaceful transition, Therefore, we need 
to build a new kind of a party, a party organized quit© 
differently than the party of the Third Internationalo 

WEISS further stated that the GP, USA must unite 
Socialism with the labor movement. It must help form and 
bring into being a new organisation which will ultimately 
be the party of Socialism., The starting point is a program. 
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p?o^L! houla not US9 the 

Comment of BEN DAVT8 

WEISS was followed by BEN DAVTS mures 't , 

— s ^ “ ^i: -*«*■* 

, Summary by I 


word "--I Jg" a if°;l|^? y fl „ _Mated that if the 

the present situation ?n ?^P l ?£ sca ^7 in describing 
uge <i Ha v 011 th Part 7 then another word should be 

"italic* K’opw’ tha * be oanno,: ex P laln the oSieh! 
(the informant advised thal^this^a® n ea?al historical analysis,, 
of MAX WEISS) o s was a reference to the remarks 

what has happened durin/thf ?!S ?n to the “ ember>E |ip about 
He ani * J!?. curing the last 30 years in the Soviet Union 

Sd ttat it ifiiiV pr 2 b:Lem «hi<* ™«da to be disSssed 

to 4 ae a »^: es HTLfrtSit t Lf 1 pLr Msf r ,;oi,ya “ 3wers 

F e sa:La vmt the p arty needs a most drastic 
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overhauling<> He said that there is a body of thought in the 
•Party which says, “let us stand our ground, things will 
eventually change anyway® M H© stated that if this body of 
thought prevails it could be more disastrous to us than ' 
the enerayo 

In e onclusion, I I stated that he favors some 

drastic changes in the GPl He said that even now we should 
begin giving consideration to new democratic processes and 
should begin to introduce them into the organization of the 
Party® He also urged that the National Committee announce 
the existence of a Constitutional Committee and indicate 
that this committee will' formulate some proposals for changes 
in the Constitution prior to the National Convention 0 

Proposals and future plans 
of the National Committee 

CG 582lj.“S* advised that there were no formal 
proposals and it was decided that any proposals resulting from 
this National Committee meeting would be culled from the 
discussion by the Administrative Committee of the National 
Committee which was scheduled to meet on Monday and possibly 
Tuesday, June 25-and 26, 1956® 

This National Committee meeting adjourned at this 
point with the announcement that the Administrative Committee 
should set the date for the next National Committee meeting® 

It was also announced that the National Committee plans to state 
that the Party has formed various commissions which are meeting 
to study the Party Convention, the Party organization, and 
other matters® These commissions are to prepare resolutions 
for discussion by the membership prior to the National 
c onvention 6 At the next meeting of the National Committee, 
these commissions are to make progress reports to the National 
Committee® 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : SAC, NEW YORIC (100-26603-040)(20-1.0)•'DATE: 8A4/56 

FROM : SA | | (7-4) 

SUBJECT: CP USA, DISTRICT NUMBER TWO, 

BRONX COUNTY 
IS-C 


Source: 


Who has 

furnished reliable 
information in 
the past. 

6/27/56 

7/3/56 



1 - 

(?> 

r~ 

1 - 


Reliability: 


Date of Activity: 
Date Received: 
Received By: 


Location 


Detroit (DETROIT SMITH ACT DEFENSE COMMITTEE)(Info) 
I (P&C)(7-4) 

100-4931 (CP USA)(12-14) 

100-26603 (CP USA, DISTRICT HUMBER TWO) 
100-26603-C 320 (IONGSBRID GE SECTION)(20-10) 
100-12027 6 T I K 20-10) 

100-7767 1 1T720- 10) 

100-83432 -D( 20 - 10 ) 

100-75418 I M2U-1 0) b6 

100-1239301 |) (20-10) 5^ 

97-169 ("THE WORKER 11 AND "DAILY WORKER" )(7-2) 
100-745b0 (CP FUNDS)(12-14) 

100-8057 ( EUGENE DENN ISHIQ) 

100-18056 f lb (12-lfe) 

100-118525 (BRONX COMMITTEE FOR FREEDOM 
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS)(7-2) 

100-110319 (SMITH ACT DEFENSE COMMITTEE) 

100-95533 (CP USA LINE)(12-14) 

100-49162 (CPSU)(6) 

100-98557 (CP USA DEFENSE COMMITTEE) 


JPH: dn 

(20) 
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Memo 

NY 100-26603-C40 


Information contained in this report 
should not be disseminated outside the Bureau 
unless same is paraphrased to protect the identity 
of the informant,, 


By report dated 6 / 30 / 56 , [ 


reported on a meeting of the CP Club of the- 
Northwest Section of Bronx, New Yor k 5 whic h was 
held on 6 / 27/56 at the apartment of I I and 

Bronx, New York. 


b6 
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Report 


Communist Party UiS.A, 
Activities 


June 30* 1956 
New York 


A meeting of the 0 o P» club of the No rthwest Sec tion. 
Bronx was h eld on June 27’th, 1956 • a t I I 

1 I N e Y „ at the apartment of I I 


T he following members of the club were ores ent : I I 

&l I and | | 

| who acted as| | of the meeting * 

The 1st question acted, upon was the press-The Worker 
and the Daily Worker-funds and distribution 0 

1 reported that the Daily Worker is "in desperate 
need of funds" and that "the management of the paper 
can see how it will be possible to continue the 
publication of the paper if the funds will keep on 
trickling in the way the money is coming in for 
the few weeks. Our section received an urgent call to 
raise funds for our press and to raise these funds 
immediately," 

She gave out to the members special fund raising 
booklets and asked for donations. 

Donations for the press were made by : I I& 10. 

I I - te.oo. in H ss.oo. r I £ 

$10„00j | ~| $5,00, Each one pledged to continue 

raising funds through the summer through the medium of 
the booklet which has a collection value of 
$30,00* 

The club had 4 tickets to the Denni s' report on 

June 28th in New York, I lasked for and received 

one ticket, | I and I I got one 

ticket each for the same meeting, I 1 asked 

the "summer addre sess " from those members who will 

live outside of New York during the summer. "We 


0 0 P Y 
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need the addre sess in case there is some kind of 
an emergency and have to get in touch with all 
members" -| | explained. 


I— - J and I 1 gav e their summer 

addreses s to I \ l \ \ reported that 

this club sold $15 worth of ticket s to the Mindel 
party and turned over the money to I H for the 
Bronx Committee for Freedom of Political prisoners. 

I I reported on the Detroit Smith Act Defense 
Committee* 


She said that the Detroit Smith Act Defense Committee 
is in "desperate need of funds" and that this 
committee appealed to the New York State Committee 
of the party to help raise funds for the Detroit, 

-Mich Committee;-. 


The N*Y* State Committee CiPi pledged to raise for the 
Detroit Smith Act defendants $500. The Bronx 
county board of the C*P. pledged for this $50, the 
Northwest Section pledged $25,00 and the clubs of 
the section are requested to raise $5.00 each. 

She asked each member at this meeting donate $1*00 
for the Detroit Smith Act defendants and each, one 
donated as she requested. Thespe was a short discussion 
on the economic condition in the U*S. which was 
a continuation from the discussi on of this subject 
from the last meeting, ~| gave a short resume of 

the discussions of the last meeting. Only i i 


who was not present at the last meeting 


expressed his opinion that "an economic crisis 
in a capitalist economy is inevitable" arid that 
this is one of the basic points in the theory of 
Marxism" and that "the dls4irUp4ion, of the- capitalist" 
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will^become so sharp and intolerable that the 
working class and the masses will look for a way 
out and the only way out of this desperate situation 
will be to abolish capitalism and replace it with 
socialism. The example to replace capitalism with 
socialism will be the existence of the socialist 
or Communist Soviet Union, China and the other Socialist 
countries. With these remarks the discussion 
came to a close. 

I . -I was given the assignment to lead the b6 

next discussion on the Dennis report to the National b7c 
Committee CiPiUiSiA. on "The Communists take a new 
look , 11 

It was decided to hold the next meeting at the 
same place on July llth, 1956. 


J* Morris 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: 

FROM: 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-4931) 

i SA (7-4) 


SUBJECT: CP, USA 

IS-C 


DATE: 0/17/56 


Source: . 
Reliability: 


](Protect by T symbol) 


the past. 

Date of Activity: 6 
Date Received: 7/6/56, 
Received b y: SAI 
Location: 


Who has furnished reliable information in 



be 

b7C 

hlD 


l-Fittsburgh 100n 

1-Hittsburgh 100- 

ij „ I(Pt p)(7-4) 

1-NY 100-80532 


{ | INUj member of the Pittsburgh Smith 
Act Committee‘ 

(FNU l 


codefendant of 


( 12 - 11 ) 


1-NY 100-8057 (E. DENNIS)(19) 

1-NY 100-18672 (MAX WEISS)(19) 
l r NY 100-49162. r '• 3U)(6) 

/PNY 100-95583 (OP LINE)(12-14) 

T-NY 100-80638 CCPJEMBEBSHIP) 

1-NY 100-14859 (I [(7-2) 

1-NY 97-169 (DAILY WORKER)(7-2) 

1-NY 100-74560 (CP FUNDS)(12-14) 

1-NY 100-9365 (W.Z. FOSTER)(12-10) 

1-NY 100-120128 (PARTY VOICE) 

1-NY 100-52710 ( I) 

1-NY 100-58535 (CONSTANTINE RADZl)(7-6) 
1-NY 100-107774 (DR. HARRY COHEN)(12-15) 
1-NY 100-64755 d l( 12- 14) 

1-NY 100- fl ^(7-6) 

1-NY 100-47632 I ~~P l2-14) 


1-NY 65-5604 ( 
1-NY 100-7767 Cl 
1-NY 100-114140 
1-NY 100-95097 (_ 




(20-io) 


JPH:ESC 

(25) 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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SEARCHED,.^..^! NDEX£D_ 
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MEMO 

NY 100-4931 


The information contained in this report should 
not he disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 

By- 

meeting held 


.report dated 7/2/56,' informant reported on 
6 / 28/56 at Chateau Gardens. NYCi 


Report 


Communist Party 
USA Activities 


July 2, 1956 
New York 


Some 700 Communists attended a Communist Party 
mass meeting on the problems facing the Communist movement 
in the United States. The meeting vras held on June 28th, 1956 
at the Chatteau Gardens in New York. 

Admission to the meeting was by invitation cards, 
which a member \ia.s able to get at any CP organization. 

H. Apthekar chaired the meeting. 

The chairman told the meeting that Eugene Dennis, who 
was scheduled to address the meeting, tooksiak and was unable 
to come to this meeting: "He has a cardiac condition and he 
worked to_hard at the recently held meeting of the national 
committee of the Communist Party. (The National Committee of 
the CP, USA met on June 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 1956). I am sure 
that everyone here will join me in wishing Gene a speedy 
recovery." He introduced Max Weiss, National Educational 
director of the CP, as the speaker at this meeting.; 

Max. Weiss said that he is not substituting for 
Gene Dennis, that he didn’t have a chance ■’■o prepare himself 
to speak but he will try his best to state his views on the 
problems facing the -Communist movement in the light of the 
20th Congress of the Communist party SU* 

, Max Weiss stated that we are living in a new era, 

an era in which socialism became a world system." 

He said that one of the most important contributions 
of the 20th congress of the Communist Party, SU was 
Khrushchev’s report to that congress that the emergence of 
socialism from within the bounds of a single country and its 
transformation into a world system is the main feature of our era. 



He underlined tha/fc some 900 million people are now 
in the socialist camp and that as a result of this the struggle 
lor socialism is being waged under new conditions and that 
peacefull transition (from capitalism to socialism) is now 
possible on a world scale". 

, - . „ He also underlined that- war "is not inevitable" and 
that co-existence is on the order of the day" and that 
the American people reacted favorable to the Khrushchev report. 

Max Weiss also stated that "Stalin's crimes are 
alien to socialism" and that Krushchev's report shows that 
the campaign which was waged by the Central Committee of the 
Communist party of the Soviet Union for the last 3 years 
against the cult of the individual was aimed at the removing: 
of this road block of socialism." 

Weiss also stated that it is wrong to describe "all 
’ c « e ,^Hings to Stalin and that "the central committee 
of the CPSU must still answer some questions which are 
disturbing our party and the international Communist movement # 11 

He underlined that the fact that "Pravda" reprinted 
Eugene Dennis article shows that the Communist party of the 
Soviet Union 'feels its responsiblity to the international 
Communist movement and might shortly answer the many disturbing 
questions. Talking on the above mentioned Dennis article 
which was reprinted in the "Pravda" Max Weiss criticized 
Eugene Dennis for not submitting this to the party's "collective 
leadership for approval". Weiss asked: "why wasn 1 t Stalin 
suoped? Our party and the other C mmunist parties of the 
world are still waiting for the real answer to this question. 
‘“ ie . e . a j SWer ' ^Hat a struggle against Stalin would have undermined 
confidence in the Communist party of the Soviet Union is 
nonsense. It is not true. The hero-worship of Stalin was 
accepted by the Central Committee of the CPSU. The silence of 
Khrushchev on this point requires an explanation." 


He said that "the Marxists of all countries are obliged to 
participate in the analysis of the Stalin era and reach full 
conclusions on this." 

Weiss spoke of the building of socialism "in a 
backward country" (Russia) and that the "outside world tried 
to strangle the Soviet Union" and that this led "to the 
most centralized dictatorship of the proletariat" but with 
the death of Stalin this era came, to an end and the "present 
leadership of the Soviet Union is undergoing many changes and 
now our own party has some re-examination of our own." 

Max Weiss underlined that "the workers of the 
world have a common interest" and that "the struggle for 
socialism is international" and that "criticism and self 
criticism will only strenghten the socialist advance" and 
that "the fight for socialism will continue in a new 
prospective" and "our party will be called to make its 
contribution to socialism" and he asked the membership of the 
Communist party USA to participate in the discussions and not 
to wait for a blue print from the leader but to give to.the 
leadersiip a blueprint for its ’ orientation. 

He also stated that the national committee of the CP 
is ready to send representatives to the party clubs to listen 
in and to.participate in the discussions. The chairman asked 
to send up written question which will be answered by Max 
Weiss. 


During the remarks made by I ~~l the I I 

received many written questions which he and Weiss were > 
assorting. b6 

I-1 b7C 

_ _| appealed to those who did not yet 

become subscribers of- the Daily Worker and The Worker to do 
so here by filling out the subscription blanks which were placed 
on each seat in the hall.' 



He also asked everyone to participate in the present fund 
drive of the Daily Worker. He said that the paper most 
have at least $40,000 during this summer to exist."" - 

He made a few cracks about "some questions that 
are creating sleepless nights in Washington: Are the 
Communist movements getting weaker by the day or stronger by 
the xireek? Has the Kremlin relaxed control or is it Just 
relaxed? Is it good news f6r John Poster Dulles or for 
William Z. Poster?" etc. 


„ . , . I_I concluded with a call to work for a 

democratic coaliton against the monopolists" and for a 
democratic socialist America." 

Max Weiss told the meeting that it will be impossible 
for him to answer here all of the questions; that he will try 
co fino. a way to answer most of the questions possible 
through to "Party Voice" or some other medium. 

. . . „ He ansxvered one question: (he did not read the 

question) Well, there is a tendency to minimize our 
accomplishments. We made an outstanding contribution in the 
struggle for peace, civil rights and against McCarthyism. 

Yes, we are advancing the idea that our government should 
adopt che policy of co-existence." An other question he 
answered: Wide discussions and the developing of a 

mass socialist movement goes together." Answering another 
question: It was wrong to make decission and policies 

without consulting those comrades who are directly 
involved in the trork. There should be consultations 

bet ; sen the leadership in those who are involved in trade union 
ar.c : _n mass work. 


. Another answer: "We have suffered tremendous 
losses in membership. We reject Browderism- it is class 
colaboration. We are now exarning all the cases of those 
wereexpeXIed from the party and we will try to get most 
them back. 


who 

of 




Two more ansret*: 

1) "Changes are necessary in the constitution of the party." 

2 ) "The question of a United socialist party should be 
discussed by the membership." 


J. Morris. 


At the Communist Party meeting which was held on 
June 28 th, 1956 at the Chatteau Gardens in New York I 
saw the following people: 

I 1 collected the admission, cards. 


Constantine Radzi, Dr. Harry Cohen, T 


](Negro). 


1 (member of the Pittsburgh Smith Act Committee) f 


J 


3 


____ If codefep dent of | |-P 

Act case) and | 3 (of the Russxy Golos). 


^-Pittsburgh Smith 


\ 


j. Morris 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


united 


FROM: 


SAC, NEW YORK (10Q-2d603-C43) DATE: 9/H/56 
SA JOSEPH T. O'LEARY 


SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
KINGS COUNTY 
IS-C 


IDENTITY OF INFORMANT 
RELIABILITY 


DATE OF ACTIVITY 
DATE OF RECEIPT 


NY 1657-S* 

Who has furnished reliab 
information in the past 

July 25, 1956 

July 25, 1956 


AGENT RECEIVING INFORMATION SA 'JOSEPH T. OLLEABYjR. 


LOCATION 


100-26603-Sub 31 


NY 1657-3* furnished information on 7/25/56 to 
the effect that an individual (believed to | | 

at a meeting held on that date at 1212 Kings Highway, 
Brooklyn, NY, a CP County meeting place, characterized 
the meeting as a Section Organizers meeting. NY 1657-S* 
furnished the folloxving information: 


*00-92547 \ (20-11) 

100-66028 li (2U-11) 

100-8944 I (20-11) 

100-90110 ( 20 - 11 ) 

100-51955 ri 10 - 1 * 1 ) 

100-54448 I) (20-11) 

100-85206 I) (20-11) b6 

100-117158 I I (20-11) b7c 

100-43258 f ft (2 0-11) 

100-65554 || (20-11) 

100-95583 l OP LINE) (19‘j- 

IOO-8969I (CP, USA, DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION 
J. F. HIGGINS 20-11 „ ^.x j:n0'9 

100-26603-C43 td | XjU SEARCHED.! 


JTO:axm 


INDEXED -A- 
flLE D_-jOfe 


;; 1 1956 


i 


# 


MEMO 

NY 100-26603-C-43 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


Prjj pr to the .meeti ng [ 


was 


](believe d t o be 

~| and □ 


| | ^b eli eved to be | ) was the n 

greeted by| ^Hand | I (believed to be I I 

I I - 

_ I I stated that | | (believed to be 

I p Would-hot attend the meeting because he 

was taking care of the kids , I I menti oned the 

Brownsville, Brighton, and Crown Heights Sections. 


I I brought the m eeting to orde r and 

introduced I I (believed to be ). 

I 1 who spoke on the topic "How to 

Democratize Our Party," oh^saefegrised the meeting as 
a Section Organizers meeting. 


b6 

b7C 


Jo 6 
b7C 


I I blamed the loss of many Party cadre be 

and 80 per cent of membership on beauracracy in b7c 

the Par ty and isol&tion of the Party from the masses. 

I | proposed as a remedy that the Party be 

democratized and that the Party membership ta ke part 
in the activities of the mass organizations. F 
commented that the members of the rank and file of the 
Party should be told what the differences of opinion 
are among the members of the National Committee in 
order to insure that the membership will be able to 
answer the questions arising in the sections and from 
non-Party people. 


I I (believed to be I I a poke o n be 
the proposed hew : j$ass Party for Socialism./' I I b7c 
stated that any new such organization as well as the 
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MEMO 

NY 100-26603-C43 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 

Party as it is today shoul d have its -.pore in the shop as 

well as in the community. I I stated that Brooklyn b6 

at present there are really two parties, one of com munity b7c 

organizations and one of industrial organizations. I I 

pointed out that while the industrial organizations are 

under the jurisdiction of the county organizations they are rarely 

heard from and that the county organizations had little 

control over them. 

An unknown woman advocated the democratization 
of the Party and stated that the only way to bring about 
Socialism was through the principles of Marxism - 
Leninism and pointed out that proof of this was the fact 
that several countries have had a majority of Socialists 
in thei$! cabinets and parliaments and still complete 
ffce&ialism was not brought about in those countries. 

This unknown woman stated that she wants the 
proposed new party to be a party of action and not one 
of mere Socialist propaganda. She stated that she 
thought that the Party should drop the concept of the 
vanguard role, which means that it must initiate courses 
of action. 

An unkno wn male thanked comrade I I (believed be 
to be I \ for ha wig come from the State b7c 

Headquarters to speak to the comrades last week. 

This same unknown male stated that the 
discussions going on between the leaders of the Party, 
including the differences in opinions, Jgfefe 

gsacjgsg©® 1, of the entire Party/snould be made known to 
the members for the benefit of all. 

An unknown "stated that she was in agreement 

with the suggested fundamental changers in the Party. She 



MEMO ' 

NY 100-26603-C43 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


commented that some of their Immediate aims should fee's.-’ 
to have a program that would attract a broad mass of 
people to such a party. She stated that they must 
appeal to the working classes who would bring into the 
mass party for Socialism the necessary discipline. 

Another unknown female, who identified herself 
as a member of the Section Committee in the Coney Island 
Section and a CP member for 25 years, stated that she 
disagreed with the proposed changes in the Party, including 
a change in the name of the Party. 

An unknown female, who identified herself as 
being from Pennsylvania, stated that the CP leaders had 
failed the members of the CP and the failure by the 
leadership to inform the membership of their differences 
of opinion showed a contempt for the Party membership 
on the part of the CP leadership. 

This same unknown female stated that she felt 
that the Party had made many contributions in the past 
to &he moral fibre of the USA and cited the anti-Mc Carthy 
issue as an example. She commented that the Party must 
give more and broader expression to their social outlook 
and advocated more local autonomy in the Party. 

| | (believed to be I I stated that 

4b# only the differences and pronouncements of the National 
Committee should be made knoim but also the basis of each. 

I b tated that he would like to have a 

summary of the discussions that have taken place published 
for the benefit of the comrades. 


|_| stated ( that he thought it 

would be a good idea to have discussion groups of about 


b6 

b7C 
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MEMO 

NY 100-26603-C43 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


twenty fivg, only five of which should he Party members, 
for discussions on the question of new "i®.ss Party for 
Socialism." 


_ . I ~~l announced that the next Section 

Organizers meeting would be held on August 6. 

I □ mentioned that the following section 

committee meetings would be held next week: 

East New York on Friday 
Rugby on Thursday and 
Sylvia's (section) on Tuesday. 


□ (believed to be| 


stated that 


1. He did not believe that a united mass Party 
for Socialism was within the realm of reality in the 
immediate future. 

2. That there was a rising interest in Socialism 
in the United States. 


increase. 


3. That the interest in Socialism would 


4. Thg.y |y|verepare themselves for a 
regroupment of Socialist forces in the United States. 

5. The outlook for them is good to rebuild 
and start to grow, 

m v, 6 ,V They ra i* st - ore P are an outlttfe of how to get 
from where they are to Socialism. - " 6 

.. .. . . I* ? hey must change their method of work in 

the light o$? existing world conditions. 



^EMO 

jNY 100-26603-043 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


. . I I stated that the Party had temporarily lost h( ~ 

the ability to lead that it had twenty years ago - that b 7 
it had lost the vanguard role. 

| l agreed with the need for local autojggfflypi 
within the framework of the Party. 

I I stated that he favored a change of name for 
the Party and called for a radical revamping of the 
Party stature as outlined by him on the previous 
Wednesday evening (7/18/56). b7c 

* 

.. □ stated that a changeU|n name for the Party 

would: 


1. buy it a little time in the event that 
the U.S. Supreme Court decides against the Party under 
the Me Carran Act. 

2. help the comrades in the labor movement. 

3. help to regain the membership in the Party 
of thousands of former Party members in the automobile 
and steel industries. 

The following phonetic first names were mentioned 
at instant meeting: 


HARRY 

DOTTIE 


b 6 
b7C 





MEMO 

m 100-26603-043 

RE:-" CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 

;;; is-c 


t- 

A plk^ographic surveillance was maintained at 
1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY, on 7/25/56 and 
photos of those in attendance were obtained. Efforts 

being undertaken to effect identification of these 
individuals. Photos of individuals identified will 
be disseminated to the respective main case files and 
photos of unidentified individuals will be maintained 
in 100-26603-1A6509 penll^ig identification. 

If this information is placed in a report 
it must be carefully paraphrased to protect the identity 
of the informant. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-043) DATE: S/i @/56 

SA JOSEPH T. O'LEARY 

CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 

KINGS COUNTY 

IS-C 


IDENTITY OF INFORMANT 
RELIABILITY 

DATE OF ACTIVITY 

DATE Of RECEIPT 

AGENT RECEIVING INFORMATION 

LOCATION 


NY 1657-S* 

Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past 

July 18, 1956 

July 18, 1956 

SA HAROLD K. ALLEN, JR. 

100-26603-Sub 31 


effw* furnished information on 7 / 18 / 56 to the 

Sf; S?J hat a (believed to be of Section Organizers? 

York » date 1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New 

busineqa rM _I announced that the order of 

the I-Cn. -cna-c evening was a discussion of the DENNIS and 

1 and also a discussion of what the 

comrades present thought that the Party should be like. 


- 100-92547 

- 100-51955 

- IOO-I 17158 

- 100-52959 

- 100-50806 

- 100-23290 

- 100-18667 

- 100-13473 


.GEORGE CHARNEY 


\ ( 20 - 11 ) 
(12-14) 
( 20 - 11 ) 

} ( 20 - 11 ) 

£) (12-14) 

_L 12-14 




1 UU- 10&07 aIhP-iih 
100-13473 rsiMON GERSON) (12-14) 

iaa > CP D0ME ?TIC ADMINISTRATION.)! ( 19 ) 

100-95583 (CP LINE) (19) W 

100-24448 (LILLIAN GATES) (12-14) 

J. F, HIGGINS ( 20 - 11 ) 1 

100-26603 -C43 






T 0 :axm 

(13) 



MEMO 


RE: is'o' USA " DISTRICT #2 

NY 100-26603-043 


- -an unidentified male called I |(believed to be 

L miC! , I ur *sed the assembled comrades to read GIL 
GREEN S book entitled "Where Do We Go From Here" and also 
?S a a f t i4 le i in ^ P ^ (believed to be "Political Affair s»1on 
the new united front on Socialism. \ ~I 

stated that the latter article contained a number of ways 
to transform the Party. ^ 

. !=□ commented that there was a need for a major 
f?JJ 1 55 tion °£.the Party and stated that he did not think 
jnat the question was one of right or left errors on the 

i Part ¥ 5 ut rather a question of the application 
of Marxism. | | stated that he thought that the assembled 

comrades knew that the most important forces of the Party 

and ^hat this split would continue unless some 
radical changes were made. 

I I indicated that the Party had made some 
+S P °2u n ? advances in labor and in civil rights struggle 
through local organizations. 

n then spoke on the following three points: 

1. . The programmatic outlook - how do we ret 
from here to Socialism. 

~ Jr*.,. Soine consideration of the causes and methods 
of our activity. 

3. The structure of our Party. 

| [indicated that what was needed at present was 
a government within the framework of capit alism which would 
Pick up where the New Deal left off. I I stated that fir»at 
we need an antitrust gove rnmen t and secondly we need the 
Socialism. I l indicated that he did not 
think that we were in a stage now that was conducive to 
working toward any transition to Socialism and stated 
unat it may be necessary to resort to a program of pseudo- 

o,°2 ia iifi m n-i Suo11 a ? Socialist Party in Milwaukee has 
sui&oeijgfully practiced. 
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MEMO 

NY 100-26603-043 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


I |s bated that the main problem in the Party 

would Sn?n^? make it '. a democratlc organization which 
would entail reorganizing the Party. 


, . . l_ —| seated that elementary things would have to 

fienS hl S- d S % h as the norai nation of candidates from the 
tb^ US ? l0ns .° f candlda tes, secret balloting, and 

the holding of periodic and regular elections. 


^ 1 _stated that he did not believe that the 

r™™? I ® nc ® s o* opinion on the part of the National 
Committee should be concealed. 


is electe 


stated that the Party leadership at present 
id in the following manner: 

Each club elects delegates to the section 
convention. The section convention elects three to six 

fc ®* to J he county convention. The county convention 
th ? e f J° fix delegates to the state convention - 
out of a total of 400. The state convention elects 
delegates to the national convention. The national 

^™w lon ? le S ts ^J he National Committee and the National 
Commitcee elects the national officers. 

. . I J stated that he thought this should be 

c !} a ^§ ed to about a system of direct representation 

at the conventions, direct elections of the committee and 
direct elections of the officers and so on down the line. 


. . .. i__Jstated that for example he thought that 

six. individuals should be nominated for the position of 
national President. The ballot should be mailed out and 
the elections handled accordingly. 

□ stated that the various sections should be 
called by another name such as Assembly Districts. 


b6 

b7C 


bo 

b7C 
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MEMO 

NY 100-26603-C43 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


A . 1 _J sta Jed that he thought that the sections 

convent?™?* J ® lect delegates to the county and national 
????f ntl0nS an ? 5 s proposed that the Party should have a 
f aS3 ? mbl ? which W0“1<1 Meet four times 

? tate 5 ln Jervals at the r eques t of the state 

°f de L t0 “ ake policy - I I continued that 
aaa<3rabl y should consist of one delegate from ev ery 

h °wever else they would choose. | | 

nJ o th ^ thls , would bring about direct representa- 
tion on a policy making level. 

for „_&dicatedthat the budget should be submitted 

• ? Q , that the ma «J°rity and minority views 

SS iri5?o? rint ^ an 2 that matters of the draft resolution 
and criticisms thereto should be distributed to the 

membership as is done in major organisations. 


be 

b7C 


proposed that a system of sections could be 

ffS T* d ■I". jQ r* r\ wivn 4- 4- _jr_ 1 _ 


b6 

b7C 


b? 0n ? he state committees and that the number of 
functionaries on the state committee be limited. 

maX UIJBtated th@ 3 ? should insure that all policy 
making committees would have a majority of shop workers 
on such committee and that there was a need for a 
majority rule, 

L-rJ s J ated that the National Committee should 
+SIS ?b e iftght to act at trade union conventions but that 
nature^° U ^^ on ^ ma ke policy of a general or national 

„ . I-1 stated that he thought that a change of 

Party name should be made as a token of the fact that 
f¥ were anxious to dump the bad habits, methods of work. 

a ^ d praci;icles of the past, including'the non- 
Marxist and unscientific line. 


Jo 6 

b7C 


Jo 6 

b7C 


*v 
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MEMO 

NY 100-26603-C43 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


| stated that he thought that they ought to 
remain a political party hut that they should have the 
shops as a basis of the organization. 

I I stated that he was going to propose a change 
of name, structure, outlook, and contribution, and 
indicated that he saw nothing wrong with this being done 
and the first step being the dissolution of the Party and 
subsequently the adoption of the constitution of another 
organisation. 


I I announced that this discussion 

would continue on the following Wednesday evening at 
8&00 p.m. 


|_| stated that he wanted to dis cuss and 

set up a County Committee at this next meeting. | 
stated that the Committee would be composed of the Sect ion 
Organizers, County Staff, and a few others. I I 

added that it would be comprised of from twenty to twenty 
five people to guide the organization until such time as 
they would hold elections. 


□ stated that there was a remarkable un animi ty 
on the State Board concerning current discussions.. I I 


commented that the old State Board consisted of GEORGE 
CHARNEY, 

SI GERSON 


and LILLIAN GATES. 


1 


The following phonetic first names were mentioned 
at the instant meeting: 


he 

hie 


he 

hie 




JOHN_ 

*\ 

* 
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MEMO 

NY 100-26603-043 

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2 
IS-C 


Jo 6 
b7C 


-ip-io ir-i-nn. a A u? h u^ 0Sra S llic surv *eillance was maintained at 
Hl gway, Brooklyn, NY, on 7 / 18/56 and photos 
wi th £ ? in J attendance were obtained. Efforts are being 
undertaken to effect identification of these individuals 

the ?esnLt?fi Vid ? alS identlfied will be disseminated to’ 
iSdiSiS«?i X T T?-,ri n ca ? e / iles and photos of unidentified 
identification^* 1 bS ’ na:urtalnea ln 100-26603-1A6509, pending 
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SAC, DBK YORK (100-26603-043) 

saioseph *i o*ieAry *: ■ _" • 

v '•■ op>; mi its#;; & KiNcfs''Co»t'.' •,.••■-' 

"'is■ v v . ;• 


9/13/56 



. . Informant ■/' UST1 657 -s* * • 

r : Reliability llhohas furnished reliable' 

-■ v.. ? - • . \ • • ; information inthe past 

:y.y. . V "hate ffimiMi ‘ -9/M& " 

■■ ■ pate of Receipt ; B/b /56 $ '-.r 

v,• Agent Receding; ^mms ^ m, niff .• 

•y. - Ijoeatlqn . " 1CK5-266Q3-31 y-V- V- y.-y 

; On 7/25/56, m 1657 -S^ toniahed the following 
.-,y y information: ' - ^ . ' .'y ,y '• .. ■' y 

; ■ 1 1 ~l on 7 / 25 / 56 * anhomeed that the •; : 

. y; y next section organisers meeting would he held on 8 / 6/56 .; : 

NY 1657 - 2 ^ IteiiOhed,.the following information ’ - t 
on 8 / 6 / 56 : .■■■- .. y ; ' '• •. ' ; • y. y . ; . : v '. v .'. y 

■" . y; • \% •" A meeting was hei& on. 8 / 6 / 56 , at 1212 Kings.- - 

y ‘ v *. Highway, Brooklyn, a CP County* meeting place* . y 

^‘ - . A female deferred to as | [spoke of discussions 

held at her section meeting and tenomerated the following y - 
\ V-, . points.dlseusaedy . . ;-, r = . •- , -■ 

7 1* feeislona of leaders should he opmmented, 

'^■y.yy npqn hy: the cadre. ;> y y. '. y • * y 

■V 1 . V ’’.2v ; ReW names pa?oposed f p& the, party, 

. ; - 3* ' Relationship between the proposed hew - - ' : :; 

■.'.yv-.y. party and socialism* •' * . y. • ’^y f v •..:/• 


4,,-; 'ueaninS'i'of * tr Hass pan^r/ , "» 








T '■ V : ' V v : .’‘ -v: 


*. 

■BF 


-__to bal 

and,wade the fol 3 ,QWi?IS; |ioints ,sr'.: 


] BpOk$ 


he 

'blC 


■. ‘ '■ 'The-I? 

■ needs 

"...oustoai-/ '»■ v' ■ 


- 2 / 


;; ehanges and ' 


n 

1<M 


thO: 


-■ -• -.'.‘•■■■'3.:. .. . . .. 

stated'-that it would 

hurt .ihO-'Party/Gh #&'-‘&ev$lkv.- r ' ; i& afcdfcw/ , tibdfc--fca. did .hot.;* <■?<■'--- 
/.believe that the'£&$ty isr hW3?ea^dmtic^ae/.-aomO'todtiUfeu'; r; 'V-,, 
: el&irat* but adSltt^;'that-'th#ye-ia probably home roott foa? " .-v- r' 
dOaociacy*; : ; „'• v ' • '; • /•. -V '/ .-.••/.. • 

' fhe •P&tiohai , = : u -.< ; ;; 

••lau Afc. uk ‘A Mila XtJt ulak^ <kA>atalk.a*b^MLjal ^14. 4«h .)£§ Wkiji'aaa'jlL, . iKkak Ujv* 1 ah 1 MdA w4i MU t ., * t* <1 


, . f 


•vfpr'_ ^__._ .... 

fwndaiaentax positions t-alting plaoe,, bhiS : leadership ml :V> ; 

: ’unahle to stope With.-, the gt’avlty Ehd breadth of the •■;*.. 
Questions .involved. 5?he leaders were inlseiatibn indi-* . 
vidually, /however/ the'£ir£t---qwegti$& on theirminds wasv. ' 
the tosses. of peopl#*' -''When theha'‘i^a^^- ;: dame'haoJ2' end !•.■" 
.-issued- their first report^ the. report of' -the national- :\. ,:- “ • •' ■; - 
'..ospnibted/ tha-;r^r&wafc'but now -tha : -'• 

.■'■.are feeling th&pdx&eof -the- Party Md are beginning to : 

..grab .’the.rwiesv r ’••' :.■■■.■’■-■■/. >.:•/■'■■.■ ^ .., t- >v. 


d 


■■. '-v'v> '5;-';___^. -T „_,.,.. 

..--Bhottid thke .a* part-In’thie..'fi£l'5h^:o^thd'farty^dhd:'that”party' ’ >. •'•. 
■.* ; ;issuea r and prohlesia ehonld.he.'diaonshed at; the lowest ,l#yeii. ■ 

-•'. •' ■ v-'.;;:6 1 ..;.'‘,ona 4f the ; masii'.pfQb&jae how# •is that thefa .;•.;.';' 
is'-a. Oe^tain''faotitn t?ho-a¥^ : .dp^noad''tW«' ; tht^4&;--! v -■.•; 


'ieaderahin -altlSata • fe- oateh,' np'-* : 


1 i 


, -, ; , #' J '* 

L ,. 1 J *'! I '* 

^ j ' t k k / 

' ‘ h ‘ - ‘* 


.•* t . £t : - 


MO. \ “ -- 

m iOO-.266O3-043. 


, 7* ,3?he NOW Tonic Party is way ahead of the; rest- 
Of the eQih*tryih the matter of discussions* Most New. 

>Tork comrades want themostadYanced and boldest thinking 
to come out of the national committee and not to have any 
compromise In regard to the Negro question* Certain factions 
most forceful in fighting for. Party changes are solemn 
theorists the advocate (a) that the Negro question is a" 
moral and legal question* .(h) white -Chauvanism must he 
outlawed in the party* (c) the party 1 should struggle for 
programs that exist in the mass organisations such; as the 
' NMOP* •• . " . '•*■■•;*' ; \ , ' 


MX (MCSg) at the committee meeting raised a 
Couple of points; about developing the approach oftha . 
Party vin.making .any .Change* MAX differed withl 
reporf A aisoussed before members of the PartyTto wait until . 
the resolution had been presented to the national committee 
first* • This -was interpratated as- discouraging discussions. .■ 
and since MAX has heen caiied bureaucratic] stated that 
this WaSjunfortUnatOr ; ' * —7— . 

V, •' ^># I l> spoke ... 

and made the following, points* , ; - 


1 * fhere M no campaign against 'the national- - - ! - 
•comm&bee on any level*: The only campaign, is that the ' - 

party .membership would* with Justification* like to r ‘ 
influence a resolution before it descend upon them,; " • - 
1 stated that he agreed with this* and added- that* 
tine brains of the- Party are not exclusive with Just afew . 
of ■ the, leaders, he added that he .'wanted' to have a -voice : ■■ • 
-i&Mn party and to,help'-his national;leadership* • V- ; : 

; ; I I stated that he did not believe that 
the party should be dissolved and that the Party was no - : ■- 
obstacle to obtaining Socialism* Me stated-that they would 
have to review all of the heninist precepts .and stud yfew 
its meaning and applicability to our present scene* I 
stated that the only eriticismhe had of the national . 
committee and of the 20th National Congress (0P> USSR) 





M 10Q-26603-C43 ‘ 

was that they did "m% get into the ’Question of theoretical 
concepts and heip 4^tplO|) them into ifg-fullest extent* 

•3* l i stated that in $&S' opinion the Party 
is more isolates today than ever; before and there it a 
general, lost ofmats organization* •_ ; 

“• . '4-: :ihe following phonetic .-first names Were .mentioned 
at;the.instant.meeting .1 - ' '••■ , ; 



/ , - \ A photographic surveillance was maintained at 
i£i 2 icings J&ghway* Brooklyn* w*. on 8/6/56* and photos. 5 
of those in attendance were obtained. Bfforts aiebelng 

S dertaken to effect, identification of these individuals* 
btos of individuals identified will he disseminated* 
Where appropriate*,to the respective main ease files and 
. photos Of unidentified individuals will he»maintained in 
• •'lOp^B66o3*-lA65O0# 'pending; identification*.- > - ■ r, %• * •/: ■ 

<£X ‘ '' , ’ « ' ‘ ' V , ’ ' J ' ~ . 

\ . ' ■ * ' ■ - . - ’ - ' - 








OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


PROMs 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-34927)(#19) 


Date: 


SEP 20 1956 


SUBJECT: CP, USA 

DISTRICT #3 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia Field Division 
IS-C 


Source: 

Reliability: 

Date of activity: 
Date Received 
Received by: 
Location: 


I (Protect by T symbol) 
Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past 
7/21,22/56 

7/ 23/56 _, 

SA | I 

Instant file 


-Philadelphi 
1 - 100 - [ 

1 - 100 - 

1 - 100 - [ 

l—loo*^ r 

1 - 100 - 

1 - 100 - [ 

Newark (100- 
1 - 100 - [ 

1-100-8670— 

1 - 100 - __ 

I ( 

NY 100-13644 
NY 100-95583 
NY 100-18672 
NY 100-26864 
NY 100-27581 
NY 97-169 (W 
NY 100-80507 
NY 100-9365 


a (ICO- ) % 

l (LNU). wife of TOM JABRIEU)__ 

Comlnf il. U E)( 1-100- _J 

1 (1-100- TOM NABRIED) % 

[) (1-100- Mi’s. DAVIS) 

JAMES MA1T.ES) (1-100- Cominfil, USWA) 

1 (RM) (Encs.3) < 

I (LNU ), I I of T OM NABRIED) 

Cominfil, UE) (1-100- JAMES MATLES) 

CP, USA Line) (1-100- Cominfil, USWA)(RM) 

P&C) 

(Cominfil, UE)(7-1) 

(CP Line)(#19) 

(MAX WEISS) 

(JAMES MATLES)(7-1) 

(Cominfil, USWA)(7-1) 
orker) (7-*2) 

(EUGENE DENNIS)(#19) 

(WILLIAM Z. FOSTER)(20-10) 


—^ Id / c 
CO .b7D 


JPH:LSW 
<27) 
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MEMO 

'NY 100-3492? 


1'IYO. 


I was contacted on 7/23/56 by SAS 
and BRYAN F. JINNETT, JR., of the Newark 


Office, at which tirae informant furnished the following infor¬ 


mation orally 


by 


Information contained in this memorandum, as furnished 


1 


must not be disseminated outside the Bureau 


unless it is paraphrased so as to protect the identity of the 
informant. 


end of 


On 7/23/561_.— -„ ... 

_7/21 s 22/5b, he was visited at his residence by 


advised that during th e wee k 


apd family, I I and family, and TOM’ NABRIED and his 

described as a Negro woman, employed at Campbell’s 


Soup Co., Camde n, N J. Acc ording to the informant, NABRIED", 

I . and I I comprised the top CP leadership in 

Eastern Pennsylvania. 


_ Prom conversation between the informant and I ~L 

I I and NABRIED, the informant ascertained that the three 

people mentioned above exhibited no tendency of harsh criticism 
bhe CP at the present time. The informant stated they 
exhibited the air that whatever happens due to the internal 
strife within the CP is "okay” with them. The informant stated 
that in a mild way the above people were critical of the CP 
and argued that certain changes within the CP should be made. 


made by t 

tof 


_ i _was particularly upset over the mistakes 

be CP in the labor movement. These mistakes, according 


1 caused him the loss of his position at UE in Phila. 
I I further stated that many mistakes that were made by the 
CP were made due to the Party’s position of being pro-Soviet. 


The informant stated that Mrs. 


_| currently 


in pharge^ of the CP office in Phila. . was much sharper in her 
denunciation-of the CP. Mrs. I I advised the informant that 

they had been to NY on 3 or 4 occasions attempting to get some¬ 
thing done on the steel and Westinghouse strikes in wh ich the y, 
the Phila. people, were interested. According to Mrs. I L 
When the Phila. people arrived at NY, they were advised that a 
meeting on the Westinghouse strike had been held 6/l0/56 and 
that the next meeting concerning the strike was set for 8/7/56. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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MEMO 

NY 100-34927 


Mr, | I stated to the informant 

that he insisted upon the people of the MY ' 
order to decide what could be done in conne 
Westinghouse strike but got nowhere. I 
informant'that he, I 1 had spoken to MAX 
that he, WEISS, shrugged his shoulders when 
earning the above strike. MAX WEISS stated 
the C? doing anything now, the Party should 
from these problems. 


in this regard 
CP meeting in 
ction with the 
] stated to the 
WEISS in MY, and 
questioned con- 
that rather than 
disengage itself 


I I stated to the informant that the MY people 

are incompetent, and have no desire to lend assistance to these 

matters. |_| stated that the Philadelphia District Is unable 

to get any assistance from the National CP se tup, as it seems 
to be at a loss. According to the informant. I I stated that 

he is out with an ax to get WEISS" as he, "WEISS, should not 
be in leadership." 

The informant learned from | that JAKES 

KATIES, National Director of the UE, Is doing his utmost to 
save the Westinghouse strike in the Westinghouse plant located 
s outh of Phila. 

. KATIES, according to the informant, had been a 

main Party member in the UE but recently came into conflict 
with the CP, but at present, he, KATLES, is not fighting the 
CP except on union matters. 

I__._| stated to the informant that KATIES had 

gotten in touch with hi m recen tly and exhibited a friendly 
attitude and questioned! I why he did not contact him. 

At this time | and KATIES spoke concerning the Westinghouse 

strike.and w hat; cou ld be done to save the strike at Westinghouse, 
According to I L this discussion would be continued at a 

later date in NY. ■ 


- 1 I I advised the informant that he ,1 |. and 

———I went to the area pf the Westinghouse plant south of 
Phila. on several occasions in order to make some connections 
with the^strike. The informant stated that this strike is not 
a CP strike nor led by the CP. The informant stated that at 
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MEMO 

NY 100-3492? 


the present time the CP is attempting to get its finger into 
the strike through MILES. 


The informant learned from 


that the CP in NY 


was not lifting a finger to assist in the steel Strike and 
that the Philadelphia people are attempting to handle it on 
a local basis. According to the informant, the Philadelphia 
people stated that they would try to handle the strike there 
by holding meetings of the CP people from all areas with the 
aim of getting a foothold in the union locals and to have 
these locals follow the CP view in the steel strike. 


The informant stated that the Philadelphia CP had 
furnished information to the various CP groups in the area 
consisting of the following; 


Amexao to all clubs dated 7/6/56* which memo reflects 
we submit the material in this special issue on facts and 
figures on the steel strike and propose the study of' this 
material in all sections and clubs. 11 


be 

b7C 


A mimeographed leaflet entitled "Is the Steel Strike 
Your Business", issued as a public service by the CP of Eastern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, 250 South Broad St., Philadelphia 2, 
Pa. 


A booklet entitled "Pennsylvania in Pacts and 
Figures, dated July, 1956. 

This material is being forwarded to Philadelphia as 
an enclosure. 


The informant stated that the Philadelphia CP, in 
its attempt to put its finger in the Westinghouse and steel 
strikes, is Joing so without success. The failure on their 
part to make progress in this venture is due primarily to the 
internal strife in the Philadelphia CP. According to. informant, 
they will have no success in this venture .until the internal 
strife in the Phila. CP is clear. 


- 4 - 


MEMO 

M 100-34927 


According to the informant, the members of the 
Phila. CP claim that the existing party is in a turmoil due 
to.the results of inter-party discussions. Indicative of 
this turmoil is an item which appealed in about the 7/ 8/96 
issue of "The Worker" which'was signed Philadelphian. I 
advised the informant that this article was written by I 1 

I !■> a leader of a C? district in Philadelphia. 

According to the informant, the membership in this 
district also felt embittered on the' Jewish question and 
stated that there is widespread demoralisation among all 
members of the Phila. CP. 


I I advised the informant that I I 

is., both unable and not the type of leader who coul d succe ss¬ 
fully handle the situation in Phila. According to l [ the 

situation requires one who ca n command more re spect and who 
can exhibit more ability t han I I . | | stated another 

complaint against I I is that he was the only representa¬ 

tive from the Phila. area on the 4/9/56 plenary when the EUGENE 
DEMIS report x^?as made. 

I I advised that upon I I return to the 

Phila. area,^he failed to make known that WILLIAM Z. POSTER 
was in opposition to the DEMIS report, thereby placing the 
leader of tlje CP in oppos ition'to DEMIS. dl__3 advised that 
because of this, I I should get "dumped" for trying to 

mislead the membership and leaders of the Party. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


: SAC, NEW YORK (100-78661) (#7-2) DATE: 9/2S/5& 
: SiJ I (#7-4) 


SUBJECT: AMERICAN FEDERATION OF POLISH JEWS 
IS-C 


Source 

Reliability 

Date of Activity 
Date Received 
Received by 
Location 


I (protect by 

T symbol) 

Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

8 / 8/56 i it 

8 WsS _, /: 

saI l 


The information contained in this report should 
not be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 

t'_ i 

By report dated 8 / 8 / 56 , informant fu rnished 
information which reflected that I I is presently pre 

paring a book entitled, “Days and Years in the Working 
Class Movement," at the initiative of the American 
Federation of Polish Jews. This book will Le published 
in October, 1956. 


NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
"NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
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2936 (IWO)(#7-2) 
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-18672 (max WEISS)(# 19 ) ^ -_y: 
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Report 


B. Chazanoff Book Committee 


Aug. 8, 1956 
New York 


| told me that I I : 

a hook which will he published shortly. 


is at present preparing 


The hook, which |_I is waiting, will. be ca ll ed . Days £ 

and Years in the Working Class Movement." |_I 

told me that that at the initiative of the American Federation 
of Polish Jews a special I ~l Book Committee was orga¬ 

nized which will he in charge of the publication and the 
distribution of the | ^~| hook. ’ 

The secretary of the | I Book Co mmi ttee is ^ t 

I is the honorary I I and | | is ~ 

the chairman of this committee. '1 b 

J b 

It is expected that this book: Will come out in October 
1956 and for this occassion there will be a banquet in ^ 
honor of | | . 

~l is a member of the right wing organization of the 
"arbaiter ring." For years he worked in the "arbaiter Ring" 
carrying through the line of the Communist party and 
the policies of the I*W.O. 

I saw I ~1 at different mass meetings of progressives 

organizations often selling the Morning FrOiheit. 

Last time I saw I I at the Communist party b6 

meeting "by invitations 1 ' at which Max Weiss made a report b7 
on the 20th Congress of the Communist party of the Soviet 
Union. 


J. Morris 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
: SAC, NEW YORK (100-21) (#7-2") DATE .9/28/56 

(#7-4) 


SA 


MORNING FREIHEIT 
IS-C 

Source 

Reliability 

Date of Activity 
Date Received 
Received by 
Location 


[ 


] (protect by 


T symbol) 

Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

a&Ir 

SA I 


, ,. The information contained in this report ■shnniri nnf 

be disseminated outside of the Bureau unlessif is pa?aphrfsed" 

infnvmaH-nv, By d ^ ted 8/20/56, informant furnished 

information concerning the details of a "Mornino- Freiheit'-’ 
conference held August 4,5,1956. ^ ire me it 

m . wl , , . purpose of this conference was to prepare ,;1 a 

35 b ami?eisLv f nf h L J ®M iSh - Corai?lUnist Progressive forces for the 
o-> anniversary of the^Morning Freiheit. :: 
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Report 


Communist Party U.S.A. 
activities 


Aug. 20, 1956 
New York 


Re: Morning Freiheit Conference . 

J. Budish, member of the Morning Freiheit editorial board and 
editor of the Morning Freiheit week-end (Sunday) English 
page/, gave me the following details of a Morning Freiheit 
conference which took place in New York on Aug. 4th and 
5th, 1956: 


This conference, Budish told me, was held for the purpose 
of preparing "a mobilization" of the Jewish Communist- 
progressive forces for the 35th anniversary of the 
Morning Freiheit. This was one of the reasons but 
there was another important reason - "the mobilization 
of our forces and the clarification of the political issues 
which were raised at the 20th congress of the Communist 
party of the Soviet Union *■ the cult of the individual and the 
tragic end of the Jewish Culture in the Soviet Union 
during the Stalin era." 


Budish said that "many, many good communists and good 
progressives we re moraly crushed by the revelations of what 
has happened to the Jewish Culture in the land of socialism 
and man y of our people began to waver, to doubt. Chaim 
I I (national manager of the Morning Freiheit) went to 

the.Soviet Union - "with the approval of the national 
chairman (Foster) and the general secretary (Dennis) of 
the party "(Communist) to investigate there the 
present conditions ■ and the outlook for the future of the 
Jewish Culture in the Soviet Union and to bring an 
autentic report." 


Budish said that " I l 1 s trip to the Soviet union was worth 

the efforts and expense the Morning Freiheit invested - his 
reports on conditions in the Soviet Union raised the moral 
of our comrades and the Morning Frei heit is presently" trying 


reports, to 


to mobilize our forces, based on the, 
further advance the struggle for our political and 
economic aims in this country." 




Budish said that about 150 "comrades" participated in the 
above mentioned Morning Preiheit confer ence. T n his 
report to the conference, Budish said, I ( underlined 

that the Morning Preiheit is continuing to "lead the 
struggle for the great social and cultural changes which 
will free mankind." b6 

b7C 

I [ underlined that "the cold war and the McCarthy 

reaction aimed to stop the advance of the Jewish progressive 
culturej that the revelations on the liquidation of the 
Jewish Culture in the Soviet Union broug'ht dissatisfaction 
• ^ ?, Progressive ranks and also served has a stopper 
m the struggle; - the vanguard of the JewTsh progressive 
movement ( the communists -1 J must lead the struggle to 
overcome these barriers and to continue the political- 
economic fight." ^ 

I I also underlined that "the Morning Pre iheit is leading 

this ^vanguard m the fight for liberation on a national S 

unon 1 ^hr er i nat ?' 0n£a ' r S ° a 3®" and that because of this I I call art 

upon the leaders at the conference to strenghten the 

Morning Preiheit by adopting his recomendations: 

To organize - ;all over the country celebration in honor of 
35 years of Morning Preiheit; 

To connect these celebration with the 65th birthday of 
its editor, P, Novick; J 

To raise immediately a loan of $60,000 for the M;'P.; 

To redouble the efforts to getting new readers for the M.P.; 

To concentrate on getting special ads for the M.P special 
New Year (Jewish) issue; and to organize spec ial Mo-min g- 
conferences and meetings at which he I I 

Si ?? P °S, on his trlp to the Soviet Union. "Here 1“^-1 

underlined that it took strenght and socialist courage- 

tell the worl3”that something went wrong 
incur socialist country but we are going to right & 
is wrong. • This is what the leaders did and are now 

iSL 6 sSStS P °S b i® t0 f establish the Jewish Culture 
in ., e Soviet Union- This statement, Budish said, "made 
a big impression on the conference." 



Budish said that P. Novicky in his speech to the conference, 
stated that the Jewish progressive masses in this country 
did not get scared by the attacks of the McCarthy reaction. 
Novick underlined that the Jewish progressive movement 
continued its advance and enegetically resisted all the 
laws which were aimed at the distructionr.of the Bill of 
Rights. Novick underlined that* the immediate program 
of action of the Jewish progressive movement is: 

The struggle for a world peace; the fight for co-existence; 
for peace in the Middle East; for a secure and independent 
Israel; for the national liberation of the colonial c ■> 
people; for advancing of democracy. To strenghten the’ 
fight against the Smith Act., the Walter-McCarran law, - the 
Taft-Hartiy Act. To continue the fight for the civil; 0 
rights of the 15 million negroes and 6f all national l ' rj 
minority groups. To fight against racial discrimination 
in this country and all over the world. Novick, Budish said, 
called upon the American Jews to continue helping on-the 
building of a ’democratic and independent Israel. ' * 

Novick said that the Morning Ereiheit "will lead the Jewish 
masses, in these struggles which will bring social and 
national liberation." 


The conference adopted the recomendatiors of | 

■and the"recommendation of p, ■*Novick/-t<5 instruct the- 

Morning, Ereiheit to call a national - Morning E-re-iheit ' 

dec Iss ion^ -about "the date and the program 
Kill be made-by the national leadership of the Morning 
EretheIt; - Budish said. ’ 


J. Morris 




OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO " : SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C4l*) DATE: 10/2/56 

FROM : SA CHARLES D. SHORES ' 


SUBJECT 


SOURCE 


CP, USA 

DISTRICT $2 

NEW YORK DIVISION (QUEENS COUNTY CP) 
IS-C 


RELIABILITY 

LOCATION 


Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past 



D 


At tached is a copy of a report dated.9/14/56 
furnished by | \ on 9/17/56, setting fn-pth the details ; b 

of a CP meeting held at the home of| | in b 

Ridgewood, Queens. b 

If any information furnished by this informant 
is used in a report or disseminated outside the Bureau, 
it njust be carefully paraphrased to protect the,identity 
>of t$.e informant. 
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m 




Frid Sept. 14-56 


"Page 1 Frid Sept. 14-56 

"This evening T attended a C.-PP.meeting 
which was held at home of | | in Ridgewood 

Queens. C.P. members present; av meeicing were • 

| |0.P. orginazional secretary of maspeth - 

section. | |Maspeth C.P. section organizer. 

Mar*Ivin ^ MarrVborsnl.p an d financial d irector and 

I I fNegro) alia s I I Th is 

evening he w as adressed as | | had 

invited I I t o ton ights meeting in order 
to learn from I I what is talcing place in the 
party on the State and County level in order that 
I I as Section C.P. organizer could pass the 
information on to the two organized C.P. clubs 
in the'Maspeth section clubs are. The Tenants Club 
rece ntly organised and the German-American Club. 

I I did not show up until 9:05 P.M., he stated 
that he had to work late on his truck in answer to 
a question l I stated that his work as truck driver 
consisted mostly of delivering hay to stables on 
the race tracks and that he received a flat rate 
of $70.00 per 'week no matter how many hours 
he worked. Tom also stated that he has applied for 
Hack* licenses and hoped to drive a Taxi soon, 
adding that his real goal is to land a job as 
long shoreman. 

1 I s tated th at a very brief be 

report was received from | | last night on b' 

disc ussions now going on and that he hoped that 
I I would fill in more details tonight. 

a stated theft a present as each 
county leader is attempting to state their 
opinions as to which direction the party should 
take, and that our countv ■''C.P. organizer 
| |, and I I are pretty _ well 

in agrremenc in so far tha ; t the C.P. should be 
desolved as far as the maine Communist party, is 






tf tf 



concerned, and that we should form a coalation with 
other left to right organizations such as the Norman 
Thomas Socialist party and the Mustie group (phonetic) 
and to work within such organization which have as yet 
not been labeled subversive, 

□ than stated that he and I 1 

the County CP,. Industrial organizer of Queens County 
are against the party being disolved, because 
of the inroads made in Mass organizations in 
recent years for example I i stated that just 
recently a comrade who a few years ago ran for 
a local office on the A.L.P. ticket is now a leader 
of the Brooklyn and Queens Civil Libertys organization 
and that we in Queens were instrumental in 
sending him to the Elks convention where he made 
a speach which seconded the nomination of pe rson 
to a high position in the Elks organization, I I 
than remarked to| | that the County C.P. financial 

secretary would reimburse the area 3 treasury for 
amount put out for the Elks delegate, 

' I I than stated that I I feels 

that C.P, members with industry have been working 
correctly, and that the recent events which took 
place in the Soviet Union and discussions now going 
on among our party leadership •will not effect their 
party work and that it would be foolish to disolve the 
party, or even to change the party name. 

than added that I I being the 

Queens County C.P. industrial- organizer is not 
answerable to the Queens County leadership any more, 
and because of a new arangement all county Industrial 
organizers now take directives from the State, 
industrial organizer. 

■\m further stated that now among 
some of our top leaders (no names mentioned) the 
discussion is so strong that some are even saying 
that our position which we took in the Koran War 
was incorrect because according to them the North 


t 


Koreans should of never crossed the 38 parlell in the 
first place. 

"In conclusion! 1 stated that it was 
unfortunate, but the facu is | I is on 

the resolutions committee, and unless he changes his 
views his conclusion will appear In the draft resolution 
which will be out in a few weeks for discussion 
among our rank and file members. 


'I_ I asked I I if he thought the b6 

party would be hurt because so many of active full b 7 C 

time leaders now have been cut off the party payroll 
and had to go to work. 

'| |answered that as far as he knew most 
of C.P. members who received full time pay welcomes 
the. chance to go to work because being on the C.P. 
payroll a member would be the first to be picked up bg 
as a top leader by the F.B.I. l added that b7c 

only objection was was in the way the decision 
was made and that the rank and file of members 
had no voice in in who was to be paid full time and 
who was to be taken off the C.P. pay roll. 

than told I I that a 

county wide C.P. section or;ganize3?s n meeting 
■ in being called for Thursday Sept. 20 and 
that it is important that he attend the addr ess and 
name place of said meeting ! H H9-36 164th St 

Jamaica adding if there would be a change he would 
notify f I bv phone. 

’] | also informed | | that he would be 

notified as to date and place or area 3 staff meeting. 


and I left at 11:45 P.M. n 


tf tf 



c 

• 

• 



! 

\ * * ' 


' v b\ 

^ OFFICE MEMORANDUM - 

( 

* “ * 

United States 

* 

• <0 • 

Government 



TO g 

I 

PROM g 
SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) ;DATEg October 5, 1956 

SAC, DETROIT (100-2050) 

COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

ORGANIZATION 

IS - C 


Re Detroit letter to Director, dated 9/18/56 
captioned "CP, USA ORGANIZATION; IS-C" and Chicago Airtel 
to Director, dated 6/29/56, captioned "CP, USA ORGANIZATION; 

IS - C, with carbon copies to Detroit,- New York, Newark 
and San Francisco. 

Care should be used in reporting the following 
information in order to protect, the identity of the Informant , 


CSDE- 606 -S-tt, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on 8/28/56 that CARL WINTER, a inember of 
the National Committee, CP, USA had in his possession 
material' pertaining to the Communist Party, Contained in this 
material- was a notebook bearing handwritten notes which' 
obviously pertained to meetings' of the National Committee 
CP, US^Aiheld at the Jefferson School of Social Science in 
New York City from June.22-214-, 1956 and the meeting of the 
Administrative Committee of the National Committee CP, USA on 
June 26, 1956 in New York City, 


2 

8 


Bureau* 
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(1 = 100 - 


(REGISTERED) 

I I) 

CP, USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
CP, USA ORGANIZATION) 

CP, USA POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 
(REGISTERED) 


[ 




) 


WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMA! 

OLETA YATES) 

CP, USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
CP, USA ORGANIZATION) 

CP, USA POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 
-Detroit (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100=8482 THOMAS DENNIS) 

(1 - 100-945 NAT GANLEY) 

(1 - 100-15793 SAUL WELLMAN) 

(1 = 100=13420 CARL WINTER) 

(1 = 100-3016 COLEMAN YOUNG) 

(1 - 100-24727 CP, USA DISTRICT 7 ORGANIZATION) 
(1 - 100-16980 CP, USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
(1 - 100-2817 CP, USA NEGRO QUESTION) 


be 

b7C 


Referenced Chicago Airtel revealed that CG-5824-S-* 
orally furnished the following information to SA JOHN E. 
KEATING on 6/28/56. This information had been received 
by CG-5824-S-* on that date from CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. 


LIGHTFOOT stated that thS Administrative Committee 
of the National Committee of the Coxminist Party, USA had< 
meet in New York City <?n Tuesday, 6/26/56. Among those 
attending this meeting were the following persons. 

EUGENE DENNIS 
JOHN GATES 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
WILLIAM SCHNElDERMAN 
MAX WEISS 
CARL WINTER. 


The purpose of this meeting was to establish various commissions 
which will prepare resolutions and suggestions to be presented 
to the National Convention of the CP, USA, 
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CG-582l|.-S-«' furnished additional information which 
was reported in referenced Airtel to the Bureau. Inasmuch 
as the information furnished by CSDE-606-Stf- confirms and 
may in some instances add to the information furnished by 
CG-5824-S-::-, the text of the notes concerning the meeting of 
June 26, 1956 of the Administrative Committee ..is being set 
forth in this letter. 

The notes are written in outline form and abbreviations 
are used extensively. In most instances the text of the notes 
is quite clear, however, therefore the Detroit Office is 
substituting complete words for the abbreviations and where 
necessary a minimum of words to make the meaning clear. 

The following is the text of the notes. 


Supreme Court 


Complaints of critics of the Supreme 
Court requires an answer, especially 
wMLe-the Smith Act etc. is pending. 


Pre-Convention Commissions: 


On Period Between 
Conventions 

1956 Platform 


Ed - FF 


Schn. Si - Lil Rob H 
A1 B1. (Lou) 


Resolutions on 
Negro Question 


(Ben 

(Geo. Bl, 


Commission on 
Trade Unions 

Commission on 
Personnel 

Commission on the 
Constitution 

On Report by Genl, 
Secy. Sit. & Next 
Tasks 


(Martha ' Bill N. 
(Geo. ¥ Childs 

(Claude Geo. Bl. 
(Gates Steve. CW 

(GD Adm C & Sid 
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For the possible assistance of other offices, the 
Detroit Office will set out below the possible identities of the 
individuals mentioned by initials or first name, etc. on the 
commissions. 

Commission on Period Between Conventions 

Mac - MORRIS WEISS 
Ed - ED STRONG 
FF - FRED FINE 


1956 Platform 

Schn - WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN 

A1 B1 - AL BLUMBERG 

Si - SI GERSON 

Lil - LILLIAN GATES 

Rob H - ROBERT HALL 

(Lou) - LOU BURNHAM 

Resolutions on Negro Question 

Ben - BEN DAVIS, JR. 

Geo. Bl. - GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY 

Commission on Trade Unions 



Commission on Personnel 



Commission on the Constitution 


Claude - CLAUDE LIGHTF00T 

Gates - JOHN GATES 

Geo. Bl. - GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY 
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■29!igftsslc>ri on the Constitution (Continued) 


■ Unknown 
Possibly 


or LEON WOFSY* 


-d • -*- as ^ notation in the above list of commission*! 

R ®P° r J b y Genl - Secy. Sit & Next Tasks" appears to Indicate 

® 80 r tar J yi 11 elve a report P ?n ?he cuSen? 
situation m the Party and its future tasks* 

G-D - GENE DENNIS 

JJ - JAMES JACKSON 

Adm C - Administrative Committee 

Sid - SID STEIN 

The two individuals listed in the brackets in tb^ 
appear be the Chairman and Secretary of the Commission 
The names following appear to be assistants on the Com2™s?on! 

(Notes continued) 

Cut Nat ional staff 1/2 - 10 - 30 days 

Release! I from the center, (possiblvl ~ 

or LEON WOFSY) ^ |_ 

National Committee schedule — - - - 

8/23 National Committee on drafts‘of the Convention 
??? ission reports and resolutions. 

9/15-16-17 Election Conference* 

OENE DEM IS Regarding "The Daily Worker n . • •• •' * 

a . 4.. Agreed with MAX WEISS>s report to the National 
Committee on the 20th Congress'of the GPSU regarding: the' 

X P ^P lt7 >^ the Wh ° ?e 0P ’ 1134 le^rsMl a^feed for 

new relations between CPs* * 

IfflRUSFIf’HEVto wi £ h w J IISSts draft of statement on 

-KHRUSHCHEV s Executive Report when originally offered* 

to "Dally Wo£ker!" by self - oriMolsm on °f artioio 
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Attitude to editorials 

On Rajk* agreed 9$f 0a 

of Socialism/’ 8 ® 1 ’ 130 ' 5 Wlth declaration «iat represents "Betrayal 

justice all^^LMn? rc^ra^Lility. 

through TrniSrSi^f^frtSe^oSenf ofc^tlT 1 " 1 
punishment in the United States at the present. P 

Second Editorial on KHRUSHCHEV*s report 

r.® pi *,•»+• a ^ isa f reed with call for immediate new party and 

noSl' It l^- 7lW ^ 0P ' TOA was discredited to the 

point of needing an immediate replacement* 

the roll o/the^lfusi! 11 **“ 8r0ve:Lin8 apol °Sy regarding 
Columns 

AWR on "debacle" of power l£ years* 

te I-1“ Protested execution of four BEREA Agents 

b7c |- illegible) 

_| " Mentor of (illegible) of Polish and 

Czechoslovakia CP»s* 

Letters 

only 

•4-4 n article should have employed more 

criticism 7 w fS 11 ° f the " Dail 7 Worker" in international 
j C1SB1? . but tilere a:p 6 some excesses: especially one 
sidedness in^ treatment reflecting working class solidarity 
?>2 5 ntepnatl ° nal isra 0 The "Daily Worker is not combatting 
fr)!r,T )a3?raSe /i 0 fv, NeW York Times » ®tc. on Communist Party 
f nd , the ^ e ls ina ^icient emphasis on what CP 
Soviet Union leadership has done in the last three years* 
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JOHN GATES 'fallen spoke 

JOHN GATES was taken aback after GENE DENNIS*s self- 
criticism that GENE DENNIS proposed that JOHN GATES should 
write an article agreeing with the GENE DENNIS article. 

He stated that this does not correspond with the National 
Committee ? s statement just issued and cannot say that the 
"Daily Worker" was wrong and TOGLIATTI is right. GATES stated 
that GENE DENNIS did not reflect any criticism of the CP 
Soviet leaders or criticise their attitude toward the lands 
of Socialism in the question and answer article on thfe':»J@*Ish. t s 
question in the latest "Daily Worker" article* 

GATES agreed in answer to J. ALLEN’s article that 
the Rajk. editorial formulation "on betrayal" was bad.’ It was 
also bad the way the new Party of Socialism was put in the 
"Daily Worker" editorial. JOHN GATES stated that all the 
criticism by GENE DENNIS is picayune compared with the five 
months line of the "Daily Worker." The National Committee 
statement would not have been unanimous if the TOGLIATTI 
statement had not appeared. GENE DENNIS has been to timid, 
slow and cautious. The GENE DENNIS article was wrong in 
saying that the highest form of self-cotfrectionis self- 
criticism between leadership of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. There is no need to write about correction and 
overcoming differences around the GENE DENNIS article in the 
"Daily Worker." The National Committee statement and oral 
positions will clarify. 

MX MORRIS WEISS then spoke 

There are two reactions to the National Committee 
statement in the party. 1. It is welcomed. 2.. There is 
frustration because other CP»s spoke before the CP, USA. Prom . 
how on we must express ourselves regardless of what other ' ' 
Communist Parties say 0 We still have on pur board some who are 
under the influence of authoritian attitude to other CP's. 

GENE DENNIS»s wrong views determined his article.’ '1. Self¬ 
correction is the most important part of self-criticism but 
does not bare, roots of error. While errors were not inherent in 
Socialism they have been been in the structure of the Soviet 
Union. 2. Criticism will lead to a struggle vs. the 
Soviet Union. 3. The Soviet leadership is responsible for 
the break down of collectivity rather than sharing in errors 
themselves. 
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of the "nsi^v^n suggested that they withdraw criticism 

it Wfl o 17 ™ ovl ? ev for Pointing the KHRUSHCHEV report because 

p?,??®, :nec ®ssary to print dispite dissatisfaction (illegible? 

r uS. j s? , o 1 sg^ , 8 op ^f tiorSf -- 

distinz*- ?*£» '*'WttcS?)’w^tSlS 1 i^iSS , aM e »t (0OIm ' 
Democracy, etc. whom we differed whiT^i” neees!!rYLo” 

quIstlSn o?U«U, th - e 1 ? tter We were rl S ht °“ basil 

+L . n Position^ etc. and they were wrong, What do 

afff^-H^fv Sen ^f Cal for> mulations mean (are they beginning to 
affect the main line of the Communist Party)? Deginnins to 

WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN then spoke 

i f ^, 1wn The Rational Committee should determine if the 
Daily Worker” is the Party spokesman or not. Editorial 

fdlt!Sel^^% de0lded by the National Committee !nd Lin 

TTiiw i i n ^ f ° r a PProTal. CP membership is diSdatlsf Sd ’ 

by wSfth^ y f?S e L^) „° r arS lnSenSed by «• what 13 ■*** 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT was the next speaker 

that fillpIS^is harmful development in discussions, in 
ar (illegible) shapes up 6 There is a need to seek noinfa 
of agreement as a basis for progress. It reauires oatienre 

statement's S a fc good ar b y a ? & wh ° leo The National Committee 
statement was a good step forward. Most of the Illinois ‘ 

greet a the NatSna? r ith .^ e Worker” editorial and will - 

lands but will ^ on - cr iticism on Socialist 

"Daily SSker^ satisfied with other editorials in the 

_ |was the last speaker 

There is no unanimous agreement anywhere on the 
present discussion. The CP membership reacted vs, Raik editorial 

o^n!nz e d?!? a1 ”- The S® 11 * Vortor" did an important ier^iL ln 
P discussion. Stampeding tendencies in discussions are 

old hangovers and the Party suffers now from old differences 
m the Daily Worker” Party relations. The "Daily Worker”- 

Sted S StAtes 0t ^ tOUCh with the membership .of the rest of the 
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^ Inserted between the pages of the notebook in the 
above section of notes were four 3^5 sheets of paper bearing 
notations which apparently pertain to individuals who will 
serve or were proposed to serve on the various commissions,, 

The possible identities of some of these individuals who 
are mentioned on these pieces of paper have been set forth 
in a previous section of this letter„ In instances where 
individuals were not mentioned before there possible 
identities will be set forth* Set forth^^ below are the 
notations as they appear on Page 1 of the~"3"x $ notes: 

"Est of Work betw Corns 


PP 
Ed S 


Mac 


_I SW 

(JkS) 


Platform = »5>6 elects 


Bill Schn 
A1 B1 


Page 2 

resolutions 
(incl* self“det«) 


Si 

Lil 


(Lou) 


] 


TD 


be 

b7C 


Ben 

G Blake 


(Chas*) 


(incl* Labor Day strut) 

Incl* stmt as Morr Art on TIE 


Gate s or. CW 

□ 


Morr* 

Bernie Pr* 
(JkS) 



ifi* 8/23-24 


bo 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603C1214) DATE^9/26/56- 

FROM: SA JAMES E. HASTINGS (12-16) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, 

HARLEM REGION 
IS-C 


Source 

Reliability 

Concealment 
Date -of Activity- 
Date Received 

Received by 

Location Instant Memo 

- ^ 


NY 1823-S* 

Who is in a position to furnish 
reliable information 

Cover by T symbol 

9/V56 

9/4/56 


On the evening of 9/4/56, NY 1823-S* made available 

l~Chicago {61-867),(CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) (HM) , , 

1-NY-100-26603C42 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, NY County) (12-14),-* 

International 


Domestic Administration 


l-NY-100-128819 (CP, USA, DISTRICT . 

Relations) (12-14) 

l-NY-100-128823 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, 

Issuiss) ) 

l-NY-100-128814 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, Organization) (12-14' 
l-NY-100-128812 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, Political Activities)(12-34) 
JL-NY-100-128821 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, Factionalism) (12-14; 
<2^ 100-95583 (CP, USA, Line) (19) 

UL-NY-IOO-I288I5 (CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, 
l-NY-100-103973 I I (12-16) 

l-NY-100-68478 I l ~T (12-16) 


Negro Question) (12-14) 


l-NY-lOO-98699 (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
l-NY-100-9369 (TED BASSETT) (12-16) 
l-NY-lOO-95550 (PAUL ROBESON, JR.) (12-16) 
1-NY-10Q-25840 f I (12-16)be 

1-NY-100-88395 l ' t f 12-16) b7C 

l-NY-100-24638 (ABNER BERRY) (12-16) 
I-NY-IOO-I8672 (MAX WEISS) (7t5) 
1-NY-100-26603C1214 


4 gfl.; 


'$Z2/ 




JEE:FMC 


( 19 ) 




JJ 





t 
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information concerning a meeting of the Douglas Club 
(Harlem Region CP) at Bermuda Hall, 402 W. 146th 
St., NYC. The information furnished by source is 
set forth belowr: 


At 9:04 PM an unidentified speaker opened 
the meeting and acted as temporary chairman. He 
set forth the following agenda for the evening: 

1) the election of a chairman; 2) a discussion of the 
Party, its dissolution and effect; 3) the question 
of the secretariat; and 4) the Party program for Harlem. 

The temporary chairman then announced he 
would accept no minations for chairman . T he source 
heard the names | | and I I 

I l> put in nomination, but was unable to determine 
who was elected chairman. 

The elected chairman took over the meeting, 
restated the agenda, and then discussed the signing 
of petitions for CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. The chairman 
stated that as the LIGHTPOOT hearing had been postponed, 
the deadline set for the signing of petitions for him 
could now be extended. He announced that a committee 
under the leadership of | |was to be formed 

to spearhead the drive for aaai-cional signatures. 

The chairman then named the committee of seven. NY 1823-S* 
was able to obtain the following na mes: I I 

1 PATTT.TE fp&TTT. Prffffi.gniff_ TP 1 I I 

It was agreed that this committee would meet 9/6/56, 
at the Freedom of the Press Office at 8:30 PM to discuss 
this drive for LIGHTPOOT. 

The chairman then took up the agenda of 
the evening. He stated that at the meeting last week 
a great deal of time was spent discussing the 
question of the dissolution of the Party, and that 
tonight's meeting would go further into this question. 


Jo 6 
b7C 


Jo 6 
blC 
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The chairman stated that the concensus of opinion at 
the last meeting was that changes in the Party should 
be made., and that errors made in the past should be 
corrected. 


The first speaker of the evening, identity 
unknown, stated that Comrade BERRY (ABNER BERRY) had 
said he personally favored the dissolution of the Party. 
The source was unable to furnish additional data regarding 
comments of this speaker. 


NY 1823-S* advised that the comments of the 
following two speakers were not available. However, 
he was able to furnish certain statements made by 
the fourth speaker. They are as follows: A complete 
assessment of the Party is needed on all fronts. What 
we need is an organization that is going to dedicate 
itself to certain principles of socialism. One principle 
that the broad m^ss of American people can accept 
is the ownership of the means of production. Apology 
for errors made by the Party in the past will appeal 
to certain sections of the people and certain sections 
within our own ranks. We mush openly admit some of 
the mistakes we’ve made and the harm the mistakes have 
caused. 


The following speaker talked about the vanguard 
party of the working class people., lack of educational 
program when new members brought into the Party, how 
to throw off white supremacy. By his remarks source 
believed speaker formerly associated with NAACP 
and "the League", The speaker felt that the Party 
had not tried all means possible to reach the mass 
of people in the Harlem area, and that, therefore, it 
was foolish to say the Party was wrong when all these 
means had not been tested. The speaker did not agree 
with the dissolution of the Party, ■ His closing 
remarks were: "We can and we will make the Party the 
Vanguard Party of the working class." 
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According to the source, the next speaker 
was a woman. Her identity is not known. The 
source was unable to furnish any information regarding 
her speech. 


The next speaker, identity unknown, also 
commented regarding the Vanguard Party, His speech 
was inaudible to source, but he was heard to mention 
the science of Marxism-Leninism, and the fact that 
at one time the Party considered socialism almost 
a dirty word. 


The following speaker, identity unknown, 
swiftly enumerated mistakes .made by the Party, and 
discussed the downgrading of STALIN* However, 

NY 1823-S* was unable to report more fully on this 
speech. 


The next speaker, identity unknown, made the 
following remarks: This is a period of discussing, 
thinking, searching and questioning on the part of 
Party leadership on the problem of isolation which 
now confronts the Party. The Party does not have a 
line at present. It has a broken line. In general 
the fight is against sectarianism. He made one 
comment that was inaudible and then followed it with 
the following statement: "That is true of report by 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT on elections, the report of MAX 
WEISS on the 20th Congress, and is also true of 
my report." The speaker's comments continued. There 
should be more democracy in the Party, but it 
not be gained in an undemocratic way. It cannot be gained 
by fire. We are not getting rid of all sacred cows 
in pur Party to set up a bunch of new sacred cows. 

The speaker then m ^de an Inaudible refer ence to a 
previous remark of 


be 
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The speaker then raised the question of 
TOGLIATTI. He stated that some comrades want to make 
TOGLIATTI a God, as the successor to STALIN. The 
speaker disagreed with this violently. He stated 
TOGLIATTI was faced with serious problems in Italy, 
and that we didn’t want his problems here. He 
also commented that the American CP must be led by an 
American. Continuing, he stated TOGLIATTI was one 
of the closest.men" to STALIN, thah we are not making 
TOGLIATTI a source from whom we accept everything, 
and that we are not making him a STALIN. In addition, 
he stated we are not rejecting everything from the 
Soviet Union in order to turn around and accept 
everything from TOGLIATTI. 

The speaker next raised the question of the 
admission of errors. The speaker did not like the 
listing of all errors, stating that every party had 
committed errors, that they should not be listed like 
debits in a book, and that if that was done, he would 
list the achievements likewise. He stated that 
there * s a "Helluva competition in our Party today over 
how many committed the most errors," and commented 
that that was not scientific thinking. He also 
stated "Do we thirst for admission of horror stories? 

I don * t go for that." 


The speaker stated "It's important that there 
should be in a capitalist country a political 
organization dedicated to the principles of scientific 
socialism." 


The speaker then stated that some comrades 
had raised the question, the need for a Negro Party. 
He said "I'd love a Negro Party. I think eventually 
we're going to have a Negro Party." And later "Let's 
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"have a Negro Party. I’m for it* and I'm going to 
fight for it." 


The speaker then spoke about the desire 
on the part of some comrades" to change the Party, 
decrying those who wanted a "slick .Madison Ave job done 
on the Party." He said "Where you going to hide? Think 
you can fool the FBI?" 


The speaker then brought up the question of 
BROWDER. He stated that under BROWDER the Party 
advocated revolution by force and violence, and that 
it was only after BROWDER was out did the Party 
push the idea of a peaceful path to socialism. He 
stated that if BULGANIN and KHRUSHCHEV had not revealed 
the crimes of STALIN, this Party would not be today 
involved so deeply in a discussion as to why and how 
we made such errors and mistakes in the past, 

The speaker also stated that he would like 
to see the Party move In the direction of the other 
political parties and have state selection of national 
committeemen. 


In speaking of nationalization of the means 
of production, the speaker stated this was not enough 
for him. He wanted also equality of the Negro people, 
now within the tradition and framework of the American 
system and policy. 


This speaker apparently was asked to define 
Marxism-Leninism. He stated "It is the science of 
the transformation of capitalism to socialism." 

He also added that within that science is "the science 
of how to strike blows, how to focalize masses, win 
masses of people." In conclusion, the speaker stated that 
the time will come when we will not only have to review 
Stalinism, but Leninism and Marxism as well, because in 
time everything changes. 
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It is noted that during his speech, the speaker 
stated that everything he had said was n ot directed 
to BERRY (ABNER BERRY) and I I personally. 

At the conclusion of this speech one individual 
proposed that a conference of the entire membership 
of Harlem be held for the election of Harlem leaders. 
According to NY 1823-S* all In attendance then took part i 
a general discussion regarding this proposal. It 
was finally determined that on the following (Tuesday 
at Bermuda Hall the Regional Committee plus ' two 
members of the secretariat would hold a meeting and 
discuss 1) the enlargement of the secretariat ; 2) the 
conference proposal] and 3) a program for Harlem. It 
is here noted that at the beginning of the meeting 

the temporary chairman stated that at the _ 

time the secretariat was onmnnwgri of only 

\ and _ - 


According to the source, the meeting was closed 
at 11:45 PM. 
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PAGE TWO 


'AEPIRMEO "EZ IMPLICATION! , LOUISE. LA1©EET CONTINPED, QUOTE THEY * LE$ 
US GET WAY IN 4>EEP^ THEN COME; OtHI? WITH TNIS ANU ^THERE'S |fO ; WAY 
OP THIU.TH^ !WE , RE ,,; IN,---I^THINE WE; OUGHT TO HAVE A DECLARATION OF; 
INDEPENDENCE, PRON TNIS: DAp THING' AT, LEAST SAVE THE ''PARTY* ?1N; ■ - ’ > ! 

' CALIFORNIA! 4^2 REALIZE /THfflTTHIS IS PRETTY' STRONG 4 '. BW-T.MTf% ABOUT 
HON I PEEL. OVER THIS, .UNQUOTE • •;- > ; - y^r*' ' 






TO: Hew York and Washington 
FROM: i 5 ah FnanciS 06 . v y • 


Oate: ■; 9/27/56 


•■(jp, r TJ 5 A‘yORGAlOZAYION, IipEi^ATlONALRELATIONS *" ’ ./ y : 
PARTYLINY* ' IS' - Ci • OINALy ' SF ONE FOUR TWO Fivk DASH. S .ASTERISK ,, 

ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY FIVE ADVISES #HAT CP ■ FUNCTIONARIES AT. CP: . : - ^/ 

.'HEADQUARTERS, SF,; ARE COMPLETELY BEWILDERED ,AND DEMORALIZED WREN /y'' I. 
SPECULATING ’0N ; INFORMATION CONTAINED .ON . PAGE'ONE IN TIE. NEW YOR K , : * y 
'times''of^septei-i^/tWentyfourth in AN.ARrioiiEs’ J : 'V : ,; 
CRITICISM. OF TITO* REVIVED TN SGVlET/ UNQUOTE WHICH, iK0K)RM$iqN 

Apparently elaborated upon in airmail edition Of daily worker, v v./ 

WHICH, REACHED SE ; ; CPH-'AFTERNOPNSEP^MEER^^TWENTSFIVE..;; THIS CONCERNS /y 
LETTER SUPPOSEDLY SENT BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE > CPSU* TO PARTY CELLS ; :• 

IN. USSR, .REASSESSING THE 1 ROLE OF THE YUGOSLAV LEAGUE OF COMMUNISTS .'.--y 
AND STATING THAT YUGOSLAV CP IS NOT TRULY MARXIST LENINIST..; ySF'ONE y'V 

Foim Two; five s asterisk advised On September, twentyfive ThAT-* - ; 


WILLlAir SCHNEIDERMAN, -CHAIRMAN Of DISTRICT THpiTEEN," AFTER 'LEARNING > ••••* 

OF..ABOVE, IMMEDIATELY SPECULATED THAT- PRESENTLY' SCHEDULED CONVENTIONS 

MAY HAVE TO RE POSTPONED. LOUISE LAMBERT, ORGANIZATION SECRETARY, 

CPDISTRICT THIRTEEN, ! EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT DRAFT RESOLUTION. y 

.W33^';%AVE TO-BE REVISED, AS FOSTER*S POSITION HAS 'BEEN,. .IN EFFECT, 

CC*‘SV l'00-8064l (CPUSA-ORGANIZATION) (19) : ' - *V-'- i 

,.... 100-87211 (cpusa-tFACTIonalism) (19) y 'Sc#*-:' •*> ! 

1 00-86624 (CPUSA-INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) r ^ “ 

^0-,955Bp(CPUSA-PARTY LINE) ,(19) ’ ‘ ‘ , 

*' ■ * ',■•*•■'•, ;- b6 

' ' r ■ ' ■ ; * b7C • ' 

. .. * : . : 
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.OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


;..■->*f V W' *’■-?/ 
fc/'V W* &■. > V 

?;>4' ■ 

~ Unitep-S; ;ates Go vernment 

K.*,‘ ‘ -£Kr ^ A 


TO : Director, FBI (100-|i|^ffi|@ 

FROM f SAC, Detroit (100-2(^1 ISl 

SUBJECT} UOMMUNIST PARTY, USi£t^f®'4 
ORGANIZATION 


FROM 


DATE: October 17, 1956 


YS - C 


V- ‘’.W'CSl 

i _ __ . v_' . 


tnr iiiii. L ai~'i.. 3 ^°j^ a be Mis follQMng. 

inio rmation In order to protect Ay^dentltv of me> Tn? n r. m »r.+ 


Re Chicago letter to|^pi|., dated July 3, 1956. 

in the . 

mombep of the National Gojnnitte'eV^GP ^ttsa lnari ^ 9 

material pertaining to -the -ComteisfelSty?'^ cStaSed°tolSS n 

obvioualy W pertained^to^ 

held at the Jefferson SchIo^fri'tfi!| Ir f^ 0na:L ? OI -i«se> CP, CSA 
frotf June 22-24,1936 and the 

°irc , iSr» y ." atio, “ i ° om “|p|> rSt^^r^tUe 

^ ll^JSlna^^f- S * 

HIKITA toS^eotlfef^ioTol^aSir 4 ° f 

a?^ SS ii S! 8 ®*, «®-582U.*S» advlsaijllf evejyonl present 
at this national Executive meetStti^ffiikiven a coo? of a 
draft statement or report qjj thSj.feSfiiSalonKress CPS? Thl« 
statement was prepared by MAX Wf^ijpSfooh afteS the copies 


.2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

5. - Chicago (REGISTERED) fefewS 

(i - 134-46) 

■ (} - 100-3470 MORRIS CHILDS 

. (1 - 61-867 CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT^^-MW 

@em/iLj~ 100-1 "i 1 M ' WEISS) V^si^ 

(49) lraw 


$0 - %&* H* 4 ,j 

v V* “ M 


-JY* 
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DE 100-2050 


3 - Newark (REGISTERED) j 

(1 - 100- CP, USA ORGANIZATION) / 

(1 - 100- CP. USA INTERN ATIONAL .RELATIONS) 

(1 *- 100-2974 1 I X 

(J ? 1 ^ ew York (REGISTER.m)^__ , X 
d&r - lOO--^^'' CP, USA, LINf v 
(1 - 'l^U=6T7^2~C!h^0^^KlEP) 

(1 - 100-80641 CP, USA ORGANIZATION) (#19) 

(1 - 100-86624 CP, USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
(1 - 100-87211 CP, USA FACTIONALISM) 

(1 - 97-169 PUBLISHERS NEW PRESS) 

(1 - 100-56^79 PHIL BART) 

(1 - 100-9984 AL BLUMBERG) 1 

(1 - 100^50806 GEORGE BLAKE \C HARNEY) 

(1 - 100-23825 BEN DAVIS, JR4) 

(1 - 100-8057 EUGENE DENNIS)( 

(1 - 100-1108k0 I I ' 

(1 - 100-89816 FRED FINE) 

(1 - 100-13472 GIL GREEN) 

(1 - 100-9365 WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 

(1 - 100-19723 JOHN GATES) b6 

(1 - 100-16785 JAMES E. JACKSON. JR.) b7c 
(1 - 100-50985 ) 1 

(1 - 100-64755 1 

(1 - 100-23290 1 I 

(1 - 100-2860 9 1 ~l 

(1 - 100-9573 P ~l 

(1 - 100-18065 JACK STACHEL) 

(1 - 100-50090 SID STEIN) _ 

(1 - 100-66211 [ I 

(1 - 100-?0649 ~ED STRONG) 

(1 - 100-25290 [ \ 

(1 - 100-18672 MAX WEISS) 

(1 - 100-51x899 LEON WOFS Y) 

(1 - 100- I > 

3 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100- CP, USA ORGANIZATION) 

(1 - 100- CP, USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

(1 - 100-?800 ED STRONG) , ... 

3 - San Francis cto (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100- CP, USA ORGANIZATION) 

(1 - 100- CP, USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

(1 - 100- WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN.) ... 
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Detroit (100-2050) 

i " J22“J5, 980 CP * USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
(1 - 100-13^20 CARL WINTER) ' 


ad^ed^ ~»no. 

taring th^afternoon^o? 6 June n 23^ e i9^6^ are< ^ *° dls011sa amendments 

in of ***? draft Resolution was contained 

fSrnifhed fcT 03DE 6nft ij tter ;. as the information 

f dd to ttie information furnished by CG-5?21 l-S* the text of 
the notes coneering the meeting of June 23, 1956 are bJinf 

Kw°? th in ^ letter and c °P ies instantletterare^ 
r^eSH^ ^ —ived 

«hhT.Airi o-i-• ^ notes are written in outline form and 
the tSt o? ?h» r ® " sea . exfce “jively. • I n most instances 
thl ItoSoifc Of?w taS “"luite clear, however, therefore 
0ffl ° e , 1S substituting complete words for the 

^ tlons . and where necessary a minimum of words to 
make the meaning clear 0 7 


Following is the text of the notwa 


Draft Statement on KHRUSHCHEV 

S. ' ** "’ ■■ ■ 1 L. n I w. nr 1 , u 

Comments of WILLIAM 7.. POSTER 


We need to explain how ultra- 
bureaucracy developed? 

1 - There was an historic lack of 
Democracy in Prerre vo.luntioh&ry „ 
Soviet Union 


m 
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b6 

b7C 


was a ca Pitalist dncireleiaent 
of iinduslri^ly' backward Soviet Union. 

3® Ideological prestige of STALIN. 

4® Personal weaknesses of STALIN. 

Remarks of JAMES 

JACKSON 1 


Would quklify negative observations 
by referring to historic setting. 

Remarks ofl I \ 


Remarks of FRED 
FINE 


ine statement is inadequate in view of 
recent events. For example GENE 
DENNIS f s article critical of the 
Daily Worker” line. We should 
endorse the line of the "Daily Worker” 
as generally correct. We should note . 
lessons of bureaucracy in our own party* 
We must reassert independence of CP.USA 
xn criticism. We must indicate correct¬ 
ness to reprint KHRUSHCHEV’s report. 


xne statement does not answer all the ' 
questions required. We can learn from 
the TOGLIATTI statement. 

- Confidence in Soviet Union as well 
as criticism. 

- Recognize credibility of facts in 
KHRUSHCHEV *s report. 

~ C fi 1 J ormore adequate explanation 
by the Communist Party of the SU 
and ourselves. 

7 ? ite objective results. - Peace, " 
independence of CP *9, variety of roads 
to Socialism* etc. 

should distinguish our position by 
adding criticism on the Jewish question* 
aiso for abolition of capital punish- 

UlSHu o 
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Remarks of AL 
BLUMBERG- 


S e ^n to state tlle line of the 

Daily Worker” has been that of the 
National Committee 0 

“ J he Ne w York Times and the Herald 
Tribune note that the Italian and 
™ en ™ A CP ^ crit ieism follow that of 
CP* U^A® (On basis of the "Daily 
Worker” line®) * 


f, statement fails to base itself \®n 
the interest of the American people 
explicitly,, 


~xu j. vo csueps aireaav 
i^_ Soviet Union •*> to substantiate 
that evils are not inherent in 
Socialism,, 


The statement exaggerates when it says 
American people greet these changes®” 

The statement is subject to misunder¬ 
standings* ”We are not neutral to the 
Soviet Uniono" 

“Mistakes” is not an adequate 
characterization® 


Statement should add a reference to 
execution of Jewish writers® 


formulations on relations bfeteiesn-the 
Marxist parties is inadequate© 


There is a need to overcome the 
dangerous situation contributed to by 
harmful “Daily Worker” references in 
disagreement with "prominent contributors*” 


DE 100-20^0 


Remarks of GENE 
DENNIS __ 

The statement furnishes a basis for 
a draft to be edited,, 

. The purpose of the statement is to 
speak for the National Committee to 
the whole country* ( 

The statement needs to be short and 
popular* 

Should indicate briefly the world 
significance of^ tlje. Communist Party* 

~ Soviet initiative for peaceful 
coexistence * 

Should.qualify reference to "brutalities 
and injustices” marking recent period* 

Should insert question of peace as the 
reason that the State Department 
hates the Soviet Union* 

Quote ABRAHAM LINCOLN on patriotism 
and internationalism* 

Proletarian internationalism must be 
included in relation to reference to 
Marxist Parties* 

Insert at end, "our policy arises from 

Independeato'AmericlanlworkiiiW 
i class-party as tolil asuMarxist-’prin^ V| 

eiples/V t " ' ‘ - 

Cite earlier stand for peaceful road 
to Socialism* 

Conclude with national interest in 
East-West friendship* 
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Remarks of LEON 
WOFSY _ 

Belabors question of State Department 
motive s<, 

Emphas tee roll of Soviet Union on 
world peaceo 

More on objective difficulties of 
first Socialist country 

Acknowledge that Communist leaders 
in all cpuntries share ideological 
errors 0 

(ULBRECHT said CC German CP 
shared responsibility.) 

Add that STALIN had personal weaknesses- 
not only errors„ 

Should not add question of "Daily 
Worker" line© 

(At this point the initials of CARL WINTER appeared ' 

, in the notes indicating that CARL WINTER was the next speaker, 
however, there are no notes concerning his speech,,) 

Remarks of JACK 
STACHEL 

Surprising degree-of agreement present© 

This was most important event since 
October revolution© 

Should not demand immediate and 
simultaneous agreement© 

We must face the fact that the question 
of the attitude of the National 
Committee to the "Daily Worker" line 
has, arisen and we should indicate 
agreement 0 
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GENE DENNIS*s article went farther 
than this statement in explanations 
although it did not answer all questions 0 

KHRUSHCHEV should not appear to he 
criticized for criticism of STALIN 0 
- What is wanted from KHRUSHCHEV is 
an analysis,, 

KHRUSHCHEV*s report was inadequate - 
it lacked Marxist analysis* We should 
make ouz] own analysis now„ 

The main line of the "Daily Worker"- 
was correct on the KHRUSHCHEV report* 
but some Comrades try to show 
independence regardless of concern 
for correctness* 

GENE DENNIS*s article was correct in 
main line also 0 

Should be closer relationship 
between editor and the general 
secretary of the Party* 

Question of civil liberties under 
Socialism as related to this discussion* 

CPSU failed to check mistakes because 
of changes in its own camp* methods, etc* 
CP becomes merged with state* 

We should re-examine some' of LENIN *s 
conclusions, i*e* freedom of the press* 


Remarks of BEN 
DAVIS, JR* 

“ The statement on KHRUSHCHEV cannot 

solve simultaneously the question of 
differences in Party leadership* 
Should confine statement to 
attitude to KHRUSHCHEV report* 


— 8 — 


de loo-aoSo 


The "Daily Worker" has been trying to 
develop new attitude and has been moving 
in oorreot direction 
«=■ there have been excesses in the 
"Daily Worker" 

Not only KHRUSHCHEV, et al but other 
CP’s hailed STALIN 0 

The CP, (USA has special responsibility 
to combat distortion on the Jewish 
question* 


Remark^ of JOHN 
GATES _ 

The draft is a fine statement and 
should be edited and published* 

Was drawn up by MAX WEISS three weeks 
ago, basically; 

Following serious discussions and *' 
differences in the National Committee* 

GENE DENNIS agreed to edit and issue 
statement* 

Article in "Daily Worker" resulted - 
omitting criticism of KHRUSHCHEV 
and criticizing "Daily Worker*" 

The "Daily Worker" published an 
editorial disagreeing with GENE 
DENNIS* 

The line of the "Daily Worker"" 
and this statement are the same* 

The general line of the "Daily Worker ,f 
on this, question was based on critical 
attitude to th e lands of Socialism* , . 
- began with I > a article zl 

asking "Where was KHRUSHCHEV?" 

differences in National Committee 
on this line did not come out 
until the GENE DENNIS article 
appeared* 


- 9 - 
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s column this week said 


the "Daily Worker" made some 


errors, crudities, etc* 

(I admit editorial on a new party 
was wrong and will say so in the 
"Daily Worker*") 


We should be proud that the "Daily 
Worker" was first in doing what 


Marxists are doing all over the 
world (TOGLIATTI - Sov 0 & Yug* 
agreement) 


The State Department's, publication of 
KHRUSHCHEV* report was unwittingly 
the greatest boon to international 
CP's, - emancipated them© They now 
stand up as men to the CP, BUA in the 
interest of Socialism* I thank the 
State Department for that, 


I don't believe the Soviet Union has 

completed building Socialism* ^ they 

have, I am against it* Socialist state 
not yet fully democrat 3c* That is why some 
nay there is no Socialism in the Soviet 
Union* 


Material foundations laid are basis 
for Socialism* 

But lack of material foundations 
for Socialism in no way"justified 
violations Of Socialism* 


Repressions we oppose were vs* 
non-Communists as well as 
Communists 0 


We had bureaucracy in our party at all 
times (not only under BROWDER) and it 
exists in CPSU now* 


The basis is in our party's 
constitution where it provides 
that Politburo settle policy* 
This is true of all the CP's 
in the world* 


10 



We must not appear to lag behind in 
commenting on KHRUSHCHEV»s report. 
It is important to.mention the 
Daily Worker” so as to show this 
statement is hot our first reaction 


me main purpose of the statement is 
to ask questions* not to present our 
analysisL 


At the root of our acceptance of many 
policies was the relationship between 
CP»s - not just ideology. 


Our left seet dr ianidm.'.andr.iAolat ion 
was influenced* largely by" auh 
relations to the CPSU, 


We need to state why we were responsible 
for silence or acceptance'" of Soviet 
errors„ 


We should add that the Soviet people 
were robbed of the fruits of Socialism 
by denial of democracy through excesses 
which were allowed to develop. 

Instead of Saying that the Soviet Union 
has resolutely changed things, we should 
say that they are starting. 

On the Jewish question,, let*s ask 
questions instead of characterizations. 

Our motivations should be shown as " 
being m the interest of the American 
people* not attachment to the Soviet 
Union, 
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Remarks of WILLIAM 
SCHNEIDERMAN _ 

I can't agree to include approval 
of the “Daily Worker" line in this 
statemento 

I deeply resent being confronted 
'• with a discussion of differences 

before being fully informed© 

It isl impermissible that the National 
Committee permitted public debate 
of differences in leadership without 
placing our position collectively, 

GENE DENNIS had no business 
writing in his own name in 
disagreement with other members 
of the National Committee in 
the "Daily Worker c " 

The "Daily Worker" was closer 
to being right on KHRUSHCHEV 
than GENE DENNIS, 

But this is an example of 
burearcracy 0 

We should have adopted the 
National Committee position weeks 
- agOp by a vote. 

There is a widespread distrust of 
the party leadership today 0 

KHRUSHCHEV l s report editorial was 
drowned in-an uproar of indignation 
over the position urgently calling 
for a new party. 

The Los Angeles County Board 
adopted a resolution demanding 
to know for whom the "Daily Worker" 
spoke on a new party. 
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I am not prepared to vote on the "Daily 
Worker" line -until I hear the full 
background of differences. 

Should strike out sentence in statement 
against neutrality to Soviet Union. 

It goes contrary to our declaration 
that the American people's interest 
are the basis of our position,, 


Remarks of CLAUDE I 

LIGHTFOOT _ 1 

The leadership should seek out ways 
of unifying position - not aggravate 
differences. 

It was wrong for GENE DENNIS to 
publish an article attacking the 
"Daily Worker" * and wrong for the 
"Daily Worker" to editorially 
differ with GENE DENNIS. 

This reflects opinionated leader¬ 
ship. 

Our statement should answer the main 
objections of the class enemy in dis¬ 
cussion of the KHRUSHCHEV report. 

- question of inherence of crimes 
in Socialism. 

- independence of our party from 
world organization. 

We should take the offensive in taking 
credit for correctly explaining the 
meaning of the role of the Soviet Union 
when it was being maligned and mis¬ 
represented. 

We might better wait to adopt a position 
on the "Daily Worker" until fuller 
discus s.ion« 
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b6 

b7C 


[ 


Remar ks of 


We need more on American motivations 
for our stand on the Soviet Union 
in the paste 


We should cite steps already taken 
of independent critical attitudes 
by our party,. 


Remarks of ED I 

STRONG _ : < 

We should settle what is'*’the line of 
the "Daily Worker” before we adopt 
statement on it® 

The essence of most editorials and 
articles in the “Daily Worker” is 
the singling out of the single 
phenomenon of the necessary independence 
and critical attitude of the CP*s to 
the CPSUo This is only one feature 
of the whole situation,. 

The GENE DENNIS article tried to 
offset this onesidedness but omits 
our attitude to the KHRUSHCHEV 
report® 

Wrong emphasis and one-sidedness can 
transpose the general line. 

I do not agree with BEN DAVIS that' 
we are dealing with irreconciiables. 


be Remarks of I I 

b7c I | 

We need to refer to the “Daily Worker” 
in a statement to avoid' (illegible)® - 

The line of the statement has been the 
line of the “Daily Worker.” 


- 14 •= 



DE 100-2050 



We should reduce reference to the 
State- Department publication of the 
KHRUSHCHEV report and concentrate 
on its impact for world peace* 


GENE DENNIS* • article;violates prin- 
ciples of leadership since -he does'not 
reflect the National Committee*s- position* 
rne artxcile should have been'presented 
as DENNIS*-.personal view* It would have 
been preferable to seek to present a 
collective view 0 


Remark of CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT 


Remarks of MAX 
WEISS 


, J- s important to end certain speeu* 
lation by referring in the statement 
to the correct.stand of the "Daily 
Worker" on certain-.-questions the 

KHRUSHCHEV report* „ 


S' 6 G ? B » ard sharply criticized 

the ’Daily Worker" 1 editorial policy. 


A vote for the statement is also a 
vote for the "Daily Worker" line on 
the KHRUSHCHEV.report* _ - - 

» ^specially on independent attitude 
^Socialist countries. 

It is important to remind the American 
people that our party’ took the correct 
position before the ^French or Italian 
parties. 


Objective condictions do not justify 
the .errors that were made. 

Wrong policies that were adopted, 
lead to them. 
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Our attitude to the CPSU was based on 
more than ideological influences 0 

- the concept of relationship i<, not 
of equality* 

- belief that logic of criticism leads 
to struggle and opposition* 


Editorial Committee 
on statement 


WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, MAX WEISS, CARL 
WINTER, JOHN GATES. 


Photographic copies of the above notes 
are being maintained in Detroit File 100-13420-1B-11*. 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM *** 

TO : Director, FBI (100-3-69) DATE;0et©ber 18,1956 

FROM : SAC, DETROIT (100-2050) 

SUBJECT; COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 


Re Detroit Letter to Director, dated September 18, 1956 
and Chicago Letter to Director, dated July 2, 1956, captioned 
as above. 


Extreme care must be used in handling and reporting 
the following information in order to fully protect the iden¬ 
tity of the Informant. 


2 - Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL) 

6 - Chicago (REGISTERED-MAIL) 

(1 - ,) 13 4-46) 

(1 - 100-3470) (MORRIS CHILDS) 

(1 - 61-867) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 

(1 - 100-18936)(CP-USA, Negro Question) 
(1 - 100^19841)(MAX WEISS) 

(1 -.100-18953) (CP,USA ORGANIZATION) 


3 - Newark (REGISTERED MIL) 

(1 - 100- ') (CP,USA ORGANIZATION) 

(1 - 100- ) (C P, USA NEGRO QU ESTION) 

(1 - 100-2974) | 1 


New 
(1 - 
(1 - 
(1 - 
(1 . 


York (REGISTERED MIL) 

100-80641) (CP,USA ORGANIZATION)(#19) 

100-89691) (CP,USA DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES)(#19) 
100-80640) (CP,USA NEGRO QUESTION)(#19) 

100-89590) (CP,USA STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 


P 


' y ' 

PMH;JLK 



(Copies continued on page 1A) 

U 


s£A3CriSD.—QVf«6EX£D 

0CT22-1956 

_ fBl — I'sfcvV VO 
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Copies (con*t) 


New York; 



^ ' f - 100 
(1- 100 
(1- 100 
(1- 100 
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• iif? magsatfB&t? 

information fSra™d gy CQ 7 5 tet3” ggf SiflU? th ? 

S n0tes P^taiginfCg^he mgg?ig| on 

furnished^b^CG 5324.3*! 1063 preV10Usly receiving the information 

'is "sjsS 

to° r mSl ttrdn1irSlei d . Where ^^.i^TSSSgi, 0 ^ 

The following is the text of the notes: 
g^orton^he Negro Question 


We are now at the highest point in the struggle vs 
Negro oppression in the U.S. struggle v So 

The Negro struggle has become a subject of diseussi rm 
y all Americans and an international question. 
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Significant gains have been made in Negro rights since 
1950. 

They took place during the period of the cold war - 
under the influence of new world liberation 
developments. 

There is a national liberation front among Negro people. 

National peoples* coalition vs. segregation etc. 
includes trade unions and other organization’s 
interested on democracy. 

There are terrorist efforts to defeat struggle for 

Negro rights. 

The struggle for Negro rights in the South carries the 
banner of democracy and progress for U.S. as a whole. 


The center of the struggle for Negro rights is shifting 
to the South. 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott has been in the vanguard 
of the struggle since December, 1955 and there has 
been a merger of youth, church, and trade union 
leadership. 

Similar movements are spreading to other centers. 

Leadership formerly looked for from the North and 

Trade Unions has shifted to Negro peoples* leaders in 
the South. 

Struggle has been marked by peaceful resistance tactics. 
There is a growing white support of Negro rights ~ 
demands in the South. 

The White Citizens Councils are new terrorist 

organizations who stifle Negro demands for their 
rights and also attack trade unions in the South. 
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The NAACP is the chief organization center of Negro 

struggles in the South. 

The unifying issue among diverse forms of struggle of the 
Negro in the South is the demand for the right to vote. 

One half of the Negroes in the South have migrated to urban 
centers and the Negro Question is no longer chiefly a 
peasant question. 

The Negro people consider their struggle for integration 
a part of the world colonial demand for independence 
and dignity of peoples 0 

The CP should develop a program directed to winning 
leadership among Negro workers within the frameworks 
of the Negro peoples ? movements . 

The CP must find forms of Marxist organization in the 
South. 

Concessions won by the Negro struggle have enhanced the 
prestige of petty bourgeoisie and social democratic 
leaders of the Negro peoples * movements. 

The "State of the Race" movements coordinates various 
trends and groups. 

There is a need to fuse struggles for integration in 

education, housing, etc. in the North with the struggle in 
the South - especially with trade union participation. 

It requires a special Communist attack. 
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Certain Northern bourgeois interests coincide with inte¬ 
gration for economic reasons® 

Gains made by government decrees vs. segregation will 
breed illusions on the role of bourgeois democracy. 

CP,USA was the first to arouse the U 0 S. and the world to 
Negro rights. 

(Main error historically was left-sectarianism, 
although right opportunism and passivity continued)® 

Examples of left-sectarianism: 

Left centers of Negro work in Trade Unions 
attitude'to RANDOLPH, WEAVER, WATKINS, etc. 

Attitude to TRUMAN*s Report on civil rights® 

"Self Determinism"- although still nationality 
question® 

Methods of combating White Chauvinism 
(although still needs to be eradicated)® 

Guard vs. counterposing individual leadership 

of struggle for Negro rights to Party leadership - 
or"vanguard line" to line of the Party® 

Principal emphasis in struggle vs. White Chauvinism 
should be in the mass struggle for Negro rights® 
(must be divested of attitude that White 
(Chauvinists are oppressors of the Negro® 

(Should be combated by political and ideological 
(means rather than organization) 

ihe Negro cadre situation reflects decline in Party 
struggle vs® White Chauvinism. 

(turnover; especially lack of Negro women) 

Status of Negro in the U.S. makes Negro a 
special question® 
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Right opportunism among Negro cadres is reflected in 
minimizing the role of the CP in favor of individual 
relations with Negro leaders. 

Also idealizing reactionary Negro leaders and under¬ 
rating the role of the Northern proletarians. 

(One line illegible)* 
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It is the inadequate struggle v,s. White Chauvinism 
which feeds Negro bourgeoisie nationalism,. 


Remarks of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 


fhe two worst left sectarian deviations on the Negro 
Question were the Haywood deviation and the struggle 
vs. White Chauvinism in exaggerated ways. 

The Sectarian error on "self-determinism.” 

1) Took Stalin’s definition of nation too rigidly. 

2) Were too rigid on process of development of nation 

for example Ireland, Wales, etc. are not nations. 
These, like Negroes, were stunted in their 
development as nations. 


Remarks of 


■b 6 
b7C 


Doesn’t agree with BEN DAVIS, JR. (or GENE DENNIS’ ’report) 
when he says the passivity in the struggle for Negro 
rights was mainly of right opportunism character. 

We should give credit to many good struggles for 
Negro rights we are engaged in. 

We should take into account that our members cannot 
take the leading part as soon as they join Negro ■ 
organizations. 

Doesn’t understand reference by BEN DAVIS, JR. to 

criticism of ’’vanguard individuals” substituting for 
Party. 

’’Doesn’t agree White Chauvinism is the main danger in the 
CP” because many of the excesses were under cover of 
this slogan. 
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Workers in the North are not White Chauvinists 

etco they- are not responsible for housing discrimination, 

White workers come into the Party at New York with 
less white chauvinism"than the Negroes have 
bourgeoisie nationalism. S 


Remarks of CART, wthitep 


r nl° rt . especially on the Party and treatment 
,10 lf . Chauvinism and bourgeoisie matters. ' 

'Self determinism" has been shelved: but need! a 

™ e ^ tlflC anal Y sis motivation. The Negro Question 
remains national in character and socialist is no? 
the immediate answer to Negro aspirations 0 

^ ile mnhfT'?-f- anCi -p' 1 ‘ a ^° r ^^ ance is endangered by inadequate 

owp self-interest. (Example - UAW LocIHlectioL fnd 
Congressional District primary). • elections and 


Remarks of 


bo 

b7C 


DOe ??I? agre ? ? ith GEWE formulations in his renort 

that passivity in the struggle for Negro rights is Pt 

main daSge? t iS 1 ?he a CP. that Chauvinism is the. 


The main struggle in the Party must be 
Sectarianism, not White Chauvinism, 
there is weakness in our work amone 
the struggle for Negro rights. 


against left 
even though 
white masses 


on 
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We are weak in all mass work not only on- the 
struggle for Negro rights. y n 

The 01al “ that passivity is due to right opportunism 
« a distortion and.weakens the mobility of 
the Party for the struggle on Negro rights. 

When we were waging our most vigorous struggle vs 
White Chauvinism we were most isolated, 
flowing from left Sectarianism. (1949=1951). 

Left Sectarianism led to the removal of 200 
Negro cadres from the trade unions. 

Putting White Chauvinism as the main danger mak?c 

fegro r ?4S. lncapable of wagins a 

The Main danger is left Sectarianism. 

Remarks of MORRIS OHTT.n.q 

■- Agrees with the board report 0 

Discarding de * ermlnism " needs more study. 

Tactically the slogan is not useful now. 

Tf Socialist eountries find the need to struggle vs 

In oSr^nks? 7 ’ W6 “ eed t0 °° mbat bour S®°isi s ideology 

c Lauvinism penetrates our Party and is its 
greatest danger because it is ideology of the 
ruling class and needs educated struggle rather 
than previous administrative measures? 

How can we explain Trumbull Park if workers are nnt -in 
fected by White Chauvinism? worKers are not in- 
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Remarks of WILLIAM SCHNBIDERMAN 


There is a need to clarify what should be the role 
of the CP in the Negro struggle today. 

Especially since we have better connections with 
Negro mass movements than with others at the time 
of high level of struggles 3 yet the Party is 
isolated. 

What unique role can the CP play when the NAACP, churches 
etc. are actively in the struggle for Negro rights. 
Propaganda^ for socialism is part of the answer - 
in relation to fulfilling the liberation aims of 
the Negro people. 

Example: San Francisco*s experience with the Till 
mass meeting when .the NAACP refused to- organize. 

(The Left took initiative with good results). 

Left Sectarianism is the main danger but we must 
combat White Chauvinism in the Party wherever 
it manifests itself.. 

in some instances it may be the main danger. 


Remarks ofj I 


The report should include a review of Party work in 
the Negro field. It would show improvement from 1949 
to 1951. We have considerable forces in the main¬ 
stream today. . Left Sectarianism practices are 
followed in the way.we work in mass movements and 
■trade unionists on the Negro Question. But we often 
exaggerate our isolation becuase we cannot publicize 
influence we exert. It is wrong to say the main 
danger in the CP is White Chauvinism. 
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This shows the Party on the same level as other 
mass organizations. But our Party stands above the 
level of other organizations. There is a need to 
struggle vs 0 White Chauvinism in the Party but it is 
wrong to attribute to this our inadequate struggle 
on Negro rights ..or lack of promotion of Negro cadres; 

Other factors should be taken into account 0 



We tended in the past to struggle vs. White 

Chauvinism and were divorced from mass struggles 
and by administrative measures. 

There is a need to develop mass struggles and 
ideology campaigns for Negro rights. 

(Some fear'that ideology campaigning means 
excesses and head chopping.; 

The Negro-Labor Alliance developed in FRANKLIN 
DELANO ROOSEVELT«s period. 

Later it proceeded without Left forces who 
initiated earlier alliances. 

It led to an attempt to promote Left leader¬ 
ship, then Left centers. 

Trade Unions are paying the greatest attention to 
Negro Rights in the South. 

But serious set backs are forming a pattern. 

The New York Negro Trade Unionists conference had 
to disband. 

Ohio Negro conference of Trade Unionists got no 
attendance. 

Negro candidates in UAW Locals were defeated. 

There was a controversy in Local 600 over 
HUBBARD*a segregation. 


10 


V 


DE 100-2050 


Remarks of MAI WEISS 


The main feature of the situation is the high level 
of tumultuous Negro struggles in the South and the 
development of Negro labor alliances® 

We should say "self-determinism” is incorrect and 
always was® Decision for integration is not an 
exercise of self determinism® 

Negro struggles for equal rights are analogous 
to a national movement. 

We are not called upon to distinguish White Chauvinism 
or bourgeoisie nationalism as the main danger® 

The main danger where our members are already in 
mass organizations, trade unions, etc®, was (I 5 years 
ago) passivity, due to an over estimation of the 
White Chauvinism of the masses® 


Remarks of [ 

The term "White Chauvinism" is inaccurate® 

We use it to mean insensitivity, etc® 

There is. a need for education on the Negro Question 
as a special question linked with national democratic 
tasks and socialism® 

We should deal with specific cases rather than 
generalizing "main danger®” 


.b6 

b7C 


Remarks of LOU BURNHAM 


BEN DAVIS’ report correctly placed left sectarianism 
as the main feature of our work in Negro struggles® 
The objective of overcoming left sectarianism 
is to be more effective in overcoming White 
Chauvinism® The main obstacle to unity and success 
of Negro liberation movement® 

(Doesn’t agree with the Carver report of July, 1955 
in the New York Party Voice)® 
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Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 


Agrees in substance with the report, but must elaborate 
sections on Negro Labor alliance and struggle for Negro 
Rights as pivotal point in 1956 elections* 

Despite the unevenness of development the Negro Labor 
alliance is moving forward,, 

Setbacks in the UAW elections were effected by: 

1 - Unemployment 

2 - Sectarianism practices and Negro caucuses 

3 - White Citizens Council influence* 

Cannot agree with characterizing White Chauvinism 
as a main danger in the Party but it is necessary to 
wage more persistent struggle to engage in mass 
movement for Negro rights* 

Our approach to the Negro Question over the years was 
dogmatic and doctrinaire* It remains an argument 
and national question in the South* 

Democratic rights and full representation for the Negro 
people becomes more important at this time* 


Remarks of I b6 

b7C 

The question 'of White Chauvinism is not handled properly 
in the Party* "Excesses” require • an explanation 
of their origin* 

The source was generally left-sectarian attitudes*. 

During the Korean War we regarded White Chauvinism 
as inevitable with widespread results*. 

We placed unreal demands on standards for Party 
membership* 

The Negro members had initiative in the struggle vs® 
White Chauvinism in 1949 * 
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We mechanically and statistically placed nationalism 
question as subordinate to the White Chauvinism 
question,, But today the nationalism question is 
uppermost 0 


The WILLIAM Z„ FOSTER article on Left Sectarianism in 
the struggle vs 0 White Chauvinism was outdated by 
the time of its publication in 1953 0 
White Chauvinism will not be disposed of merely by mass 
struggle for jobs, housing, etc. 

Ideological strqg^e must be made in a mass way. 

'■ I-1 b 6 

Remarks of h ic 


Agrees with BEN DAVIS 1 report. 


Remarks of JOHN GATF.S 


It is a good report as far as it goes 0 
But needs to be further developed to deal with the 
struggle of the nation as a whole. Especially white 
masses, not only the Negro struggle. 

”Self-determinism”was never correct. It was 
developed by the Executive Committee of the Communist 
International in 192B. It is abstract and dogmatic, 
we should not cling to the concept of a Negro nation. 
The Negroes in the Black Belt never were and are not 
now a nation. They had embryonic features of a nation 
but never matured to birth. 

A nation - unlike a class - must have consciousness. 
The Negro people are a part of the American nation. 
They are a national minority and suffer double 
oppression. 
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X don’t agree with, ths formula that passivity on 
th e struggle for Negro rights is right opportunism,, 

We need factual analysis first 0 

Agrees with GENE DENNiS and cannot say that the 
main, danger in the Party is White Chauvinism, 

The section of the report on the Party needs development 
and stress on Negro-white unity, p 

t * 

Concluding Remarks of BEN DAVIS 


Motion: 


The main point of the report was to stress the 
shift of the center of the struggle for Negro rights 
to the South, ,__ 

I disagree with His remarks reflect 

complacency on unite Chauvinism and denies a need 
for ideological and political struggle on this question, 
and tends to make the Negro nation a main danger. 

To add the urgent need to heighten struggle among 
white masses for Negro rights. 


(Approved fpr editing 
and issue for 
discussion) 


Original source DE 100-13i|.20-lB-ll < 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO s SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C43) DATE: 10/23/56- 

FROM : SA JOSEPH T. O'LEARY 

SUBJECT: CP, USA DISTRICT #2, KINGS COUNTY 

IS-C 


Identity of Informant 
Reliability 


Date Furnished 
Date of -Activity 
Agent Receiving Infor 
mation 
Location 


NY 1657-S* 

Who has furnished 
reliable information 
in the past 
10/8/56 
10/8/56 

SA JOSEPH T. O'LEARY 
100-26603-sub 31 


NY 1657-S* furnished the following information 

on IO/8/56: 


c 


3 


1 - NY 100-92547 
1 - NY 100-66028 
1 - NY 100-114513 
1 - NY 100-52959 
1 - NY 100-8340 
!_- NY 100-89691 
S3* NY 100-95583 
1 - NY 100-100326 
1 - NY 100-85206 
1 - NY 100-24448 
1 - NY 100-106300 
1 - NY 100-43258 
1 - NY 100-12959 
1 - NY 100-40394 

1 - Supervisor #20-11 J.ff. HIGGINS 


JTO:RCM 

16 

"V 


7771 (#20-11) 
])(# 20-11) 

□) (# 20 - 11 ) 
ZD (#20-11) 
#20-11) 


(CP DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION) (#19) 
(CP LINE)(#19 ) 


(# 20 - 11 ) 

W 


LILLIAN GATES )[# 

020 - 11 ) 
R# 20-11) 


b6 
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iTT#20-ll 1 


(# 20 - 11 ) 
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Memo 

NY 100-26603-C43 


A meeting was held on 10/8/56., at 1212 Ki ngs 
Highway. Br ooklyn. NY, a county meeting place. I I 

I who was present at the meeting, characterized 
the meeting as a meeting of section organizers. 

| opened the meeting with an appeal 
for the assembled cadre to get the people in their areas 
to register to vote during registration week. 

mentioned that facilities would 
be made available in the way of office space and telephones 
for any volunteers for that purpose. 

I I asked for a point of order. 


|_(announced that the proposal concerning 

the county committee which was made on the previous week 
would be taken up at a subsequent meeting. 

_ spoke and made reference to an 

article which appeared in the "Daily Worker" concerning the 
draft res olution prepared by the National Committee of the 
CP, USA. I I stated that he supported the draft resolution 
as it stands e ven tho ugh it is not complete or perfect in 
all resnects. I I pointed out that he did not feel that 
the resolution was adequate with regard to the Negro question 


or the capitalism question. 


I stated, however, that it 


could be perfected if the membership stood behind the 
National Committee. 7 

I I stated that he did not consider the 

resolution to be a compromise document but rather he thought 
that it was the best in collective thinking on the part 
of the National Committee. 
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NY 100-26603-C43 


||stated that he was opposed to a 
dissolution or the party "because he felt that there was 
a definite need for the C? and that no other kind of a 
party with the exception of a Marxist-Leninist Party 
could lead the working classes to achieve Socialism as 
the CP could - which is the vanguard role of the CP. 


stated that he favored a liaison 
with other Socialist forces, hut was opposed to transforming 
the CP into a Socialist educational organ. 


a,dmitped that in the past the CP in 
the United Stares was dogmatic and did not allow for 
interpretation or application to the problems and conditions 
of the working clas^as—un^er the capitalistic system in 
the United States, 
resolution provides 


pointed out, however, that the 
for a'correction of this error inasmuch 


as it makes provision for allowing interpretation of the 
Marxist-Leninist doctrines. 


| stated that in regards to the clamour 
for democratizing the Party the resolution contains several 
provisions which permits bringing about some changes that 
many comrades feel are necessary in the Party. 


Jo 6 
b7C 
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| | stated,"I am County Organizer in 
Brooklyn, which is the most democratic county in the 
entire country." 


| | pointed out, however, that in spite 

of this there were examples of white chauvinism in the 
Party in Brooklyn. 

An unidentified guest male speaker then 
expressed his dissatisfaction with the draft resolution 
and with the leadership of the Party in recent years. 
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|_|spoke next and stated t hat as a 

whole he would vote against the draft resolution. I 1 

cited the vast difference between what the CP membership 
thought on various issues and what the National Committee b6 

of the CP reflected as the thinking of the CP membership. b7c 

I I made mention of the crisis that 

exists in the CP and stated that she had discussed the matter 
with MAX WEISS. 


I I stated that she had lost a great deal 
of confidence in the ability of the National Leadership 
to bring about any changes at all in the Party and pointed 
out that the reappraisals which have been made in the '' 

Party were brought about by forces from outside the Party be 

and that the Party leadership were forced into making those t>7c 
reappraisals. 


|_| stated that she was in favor of a 

transformation of the Party rather than a dissolution of 
the Party and was also in favor of the elimination of the 
vanguard role of the Party at least temporarily. 


I I nronosed that another meeting 

be held on the subject of the draft resolution. 

I | stated that he was in favor 

of several meetings on the subject. 


be 
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LILLIAN - fGALES ) stated that her views were 
different than | s and I I s and wanted more 

than a few minutes to state her views. 


| | stated that the next flection Organizers 

meeting would be held on the following Monday night* 10/15/56. 


be 
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l , A photographic surveillance was maintained 
at 1212 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY, on 10/8/56, and photos 
of those in attendance were obtained. Efforts are being 
undertaken to effect identification of these individuals. 
Photos of individuals identified will be disseminated to ; 
the respective main case files and photos of unidentified 
individuals will be maintained in 100-26603-1A6509, 
pending identification. 


• # 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC, NEW YORK (100-<26603 01214) . }DATE:io/£6/5& x 

FROM: SA JAMES E. HASTINGS (12-16) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, HARLEM REGION 
IS-C 


Source NY 1823-S* 

Reliability Who is in a position to furnish 

reliable information. 


Concealment .. Cover by T symbol 

Date of Activity 10/6/56 

Date Received 10/6/56 


Location Instant memo. 

On 9/25/56, NY 1823-S-::- advised that the Harlem 
Region CP would hold a regional conference at Bermuda Hall, 
il-02 West ll|6th Street, NYC, on Saturday, 10/6/56, from 10 a.' m, 
to 5 p. m. 


1 - 

<?> 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 ^ 
1 - 
1 - 
1 *• 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 


128821 (CP, USA, District #2, Factionalism)(12-8) 

95583 (OP, USA, Line) 19 

128815 (CP, USA, District #2, Negro Question)(12-8) 

128813 (CP, USA, District #2, Pamphlets and Publications) 
-26603C42 (CP, USA, District #2, NY County) (12-8) (12-8) 

-128812 (CP, USA, District #2, Political Activities) (12-8) 
128611 (CP. USA. Distri ct #2, Religion) (12-8) 


) ( 12 - 16 ) 


NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 
NY lOO' 

NY 100' 

NY 100' 

NY 100' 

NY 100' 

NY 100' 

NY 100' 

NY 100 

NY 100-112059 _ 

NY 100-23825 (BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR.) (12<-l6) 
NY 100- I I LiruV (12-16) 

NY 100^68478 
NY 100' 

NY 100 
NY 100 
NY 100 


£2313 f_„ 

•9308 r TTL2-16) 

•45328 (DOROTHY BLUMBERG) (12-16) 
•120865 I II (12-16) 

*34464 - 


I 


Witti 


3 ' ( 12 - 16 ) 
12 - 16 ) 

] ( 12 - 16 ) 
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] ( 12 - 16 ) 


*95550 (PAUL ROBESON, JR.) (12-16) 
-9364 ( JAMES FORD) (12- 16) 

-865l6 [ 1.02-16) 

-82206 
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On 10/6/R6, NY 1823-S-tt furnished the. following 
information regarding the Harlem Region CP conference: be 

b7C 

_The conference convened at 11 a. m. and | | 

I wa.s elected chairman. The chairman stated that 
this Conference was devoted to the question of the dissolve- 
ment of the Party, She stated that the Regional Committee 
agreed on the need for a strong Maraist-Leninist Party in 
the U. S. 


The chairman then announced that the speakers, 
limited to 10 minutes each, would discuss the Draft Resolution 
which had recently appeared in ’’The Worker.” 


According to NY 1823-S-x, there were 9 Speakers in 
addition to the chairman, the last one concluding at Tsllj. p. m., 
during, the morning session. The comments of most of the 
speakers, as well as their identity, were inaudible to the 
source. 

_ NY 1823-S* believed the second speaker was I 1 

I I This speaker was not in favor of fashioning the 

CP, USA, after the CP, USSR. He stated that the principles 
of Marxism-Leninism were not sacred. He also stated that in 
order to change the world, it may be necessa£y to change the 
organization in order to make progress. He also commented 
that the standard of living in the U. S. was the highest in 
the world. 


The followin g two snea kers disagreed with the 


speaker believed to be 


One, a female, stated that 


the question was not will we or won 1 1 we have a CP, but 
what kind of a Party must we have. 


One male speaker,believed by source to be PAUL ROBE SON. 
Jr., also disagreed with the speaker believed to be I L 

In commenting on his opposition to * 1 p s” views, he stated 
that the bureaucrats of yesterday made it impossible to express 
views. He added that he didn’t trust them. This speaker 
phrased the question, "Who is the main enemy"?," and then 
answered, "American imperialism and this government which 
represents imperialism." 


be 
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_ The fol lowing speaker, believed by source to be 

L mentioned spending 2^ years in West Virginia, 

The afternoon session began at 1 p. m. The fi rst 
speake r at this afternoon session was believed to be l I 

I L This speaker expressed the opinion that there was no 
reason why every OP member should not belong to a church* 

According to the source] made a. brief 

collection speech, stating that the consensus of opinion of 
those present was that the Party must be- saved and that 
because of this feeling a -unity of purpose was present at 
the conference* 


One speaker, believed to be the chairman, expressed 
the view that she would like to see the National Headquarters 
of the Party moved to one of the industrial centers of the 
mid-west. 


This speaker then made an announcement that the 
latter part of next month (November) an election of officer's 
for Harlem Region would be held. 

A committee was formed to draft a resolution which 
would summarize the consensus of thinking at the conference, 
including the views' of those who disagree with the consensus. 
Those elected to this committee were: 



against any such resolution, and in announcing the vote on 
it, the chairman announced that there were three opposed. 


3 
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Source advised that an individual believed to be 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr., spoke from l\.i 25 p. m, to ips^3 p. m 
According to the source, this speaker appeared to set forth 
the Party program for the Harlem Region CP, 

This speaker stated that the CP must- take its place 
along with the Labor movement, to defeat the EISENHOWER Administra¬ 
tion, He announced that the objective was to get the Negroes 
of Harlem to register to vote, and that EISENHOWER*s- recent 
statement that he wanted citizens to register, no matter how 
they voted, should be used by the Party with EISENHOWER* s 
name as the source. 

The speaker then 5 announced that the Negro church, 
not the NAACP, was the basic organisation of the Negro people. 

He stated that Communists must renew church ties and get 
into the churches. 

He then advised that the. Party in Harlem should offer 
its services to the NAACP in getting people to register, and 
that members should be sent to both Democratic and Republican 
headquarters to offer to assist them in the registration 
campaign. 


The speaker stated that the National CP was critical 
of both STEVENSON and EISENHOWER, and was endorsing neither 
one. It was the responsibility of the CP, he said, to get 
together the biggest coalition of Negro people. 

In explaining the Party position on the election, 
the speaker, stated that the Democratic party represented the 
poco? man, and that the Party must identify itself with RETJTHER, 
the^Labor movement, and the working people, thus, without 
saying how the Party stands, show, by this identification, 
how it stands. He stated that if the Party could get 75-85$ 
of the vote in Harlem among the Negroes and the workers for 
the Democratic candidate, this block of votes would be a 
factor with which either elected candidate would have to 
reckan. 
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The speaker urged mass distribution of leaflets 
urging the people of Harlem to register. He also urged the 
holding of public rallies in Harlem to stir enthusiam, He 
stated he wanted to hold a rally Friday, 10/12/56, at 125th 
Street and Lenox Avenue, and that he would be a speaker. At 
the conclusion of this speech there was loud applause. 

After this speech the speaker asked I I 

if he were in charge of getting out the leaflets. LOU 
answered that he was* In answer to a question, the speaker 
stated that some of our comrades were pretty well entrenched 
in Democratic Clubs. 

The chairman adjourned the meeting at %:09 p. m. 
with the announcement that there would be a meeting at Bermuda 
Hall on Tuesday evening, 10/9/56. , ■ 

At the time of the recess for lunch the following 
individuals were observed leaving Bermuda Hall by SA JAMES E. 
HASTINGS: 


_I ' 

BENJAMIN J. DAVIS 
PA TIT, BftRTCSOW. 


bo 
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In addition, from first names heard by source, 
the following individuals were believed in attendance at this 
conference: 


* JAMES FORD 


be 

b7C 




-Vf / 


*■ 


SAC, HEW YORK (100-6?906) 



:■■■ .. 
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SAl 


(#7—3) 






RT 

:Z 1 : 

o 

^ *.-1 X 

J ~u7£ 

tij . ,h"V 
■ rJ i 


Sriforcjanfe? 

fteiiabSlity?. 

Put© Of' Activity; 

■ • hats Furnished; •. •. 

Agent* ■_ . ■ 

I&fc&feiGfrS, •- •■• 


Who has, ftnmiished reliable 
information in the past 


b6 
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} Attachment 


2he informant fm-nlshed am oral report on 10/5/56, 
Which report ms reduced to writing* ^ read* and,signed by the 
|niorrrmnC%n^0/lS/'§6 ) * , -.- - ;■ ■- . • 




J>± Xvisited . _ _ . . 

■ did not mention anything more ‘ about- hid trip • to * cube 

?s 


"out he 


stated that the CP Central dojamittee ’ ;- 
has- approvea-tne «ew proposal to modify the CP line *.- Shos©.-. 

.. ■' ‘ " \ my that 


b6 - 
'b7C 


who were rsgainat the proposal, recording, to 
■ t its approvement' the end of the Party*-. •_ 

- ^SherewaS -a Hegro man who visited-the store' ••’• '; ! 

While X was-there* •■ t : do nob ’know his name hut from the way, 7. 
;••. he spo§£©* X would'assume-he m& & .££ member*. -\ • • ••:• , ;. ■ 7. • •' 

U o v -*-- • , • •’ * g ' ■ J 7. '••*'• v \ 

£» 7j u 9hl$ negro stated that negro© within the; 4 Party ' 7 
are against the proposal to -change the .CP line, and tMnfe that 
' itsipassage mean's that -the CP can no .longer help the Wegro in 
. his. fight'' against segregation* $his individual added that the 
H’egrdS ! in the CP went to form their, own. party, and have a. : 
-'. hatidKel"3fio\^m^t'among AmericanllegroC*- ^ . .7 7- v 


ift^r 


X **\ 


1/p i7r«%\ 



.... _£T (C 

1 M lco*3oB4o. {ftegro Question): (19) , : , 

1 ~ m 100-26So3i-C^2) ( 19) : . • 'be 

' t \ „ -b 7 C 

: 'y b7D 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM *** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: Director, FBI (100-3-69) DATE: Oetoberljj 1956 

FROM: SAC, Detroit (100-2050) 

SUBJECT: CP,USA ORGANIZATION 

IS - C ■ 


Re Chicago letter to Director, 6 / 29 / 56 , captioned 
"CP,USA ORGANIZATION: IS-C.« 


Extreme care should be used in handling and reporting 
the following information in order to’ protect the identity of the 
Informant* 


Copies: 

2 - Bureau (Registered) 

2 - Albany (Registered) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

4 - Buffalo (Registered) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Strategy in Industry) 

(1 - 100- ) (Cominf il, USWA) 

5 *=Ghicago (Registered) 

(1 - 100-1S953)(GP - Organization) 

(1 - 134-46) 

(1 - 100-3470)(MORRIS CHILDS) 

(1 - 100-19S41)(MAX WEISS) 

(1 - 61-S67) (CLAUDE MACK LIGHTFOOT) ‘ 

2 - Cincinnati (Registered) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization') 

(l - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

2 - Cleveland (Registered) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(l - 100- )(CP - Membership) 

2 - Los Angeles (Registered) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Organization) 

(1 - 100- )(CP - Membership) 




copies (con^t.) 

37 - New York (Registered) 

(1 - 100-60641)(CP - Organization)($19) 

(1 - 100-74560) (CP- Fund) (#19) 

(1 - 100-60640) (CP - Negro Question) (#19) 

(1 - 100-61336)(CP - Security Measures) (#19) 

(1 - 100-61675) (CP - Pamphlets & Publications) (#19) 

(1 - 100-79717)(CP - Political Activities)(#19) 

(1 - IOO- 69691 ) (CP - Domestic Administration Issues)(#19) 
(1 - 100-66624) (CP - International Relations)(#19) 

(1 - 100-69590)(CP - Strategy in Industry)(#19) 

(1 - IOO- 6 O 636 ) (CP - Membership) (#19) 

(1 - 100-26603)(CP - District #2) 

(l - 97-169 (Publishers New Press) 


(1 - 100- (Cominfil, ILWU) 

(l - 100-64935) (Cominfil$ Railroad Industry) 

(1 - 100- (Cominfil, NAACP) 

(1 - 100- (Cominfil, International Brotherhood 

Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen 
Helpers of America) 

(1 - 100-56579) (PHIL BART) 

(1 - 100-99S4) (AL BLUMBERG) 

(1 - 100-23625) (BEN DAVIS, JRo) 

(1 - 100-6057) (EUGENE DENNIS) 

(1 - 100-110640) 1 1 

(1 - 100-69616) ( 
(l - 100-19723) 

;fred fine) 

:jqhn gates)_ 


(1 - 100-50963) 

h 

(1 - 100-64755) 

1 


(1 - 100-23290 

__J_ 


(1 - 100-26609 

■DO 

"K7P 

(1 - 100-9573) 

n 


(1 - 100-16065) i 
(1 - 100-50090) ( 
(l - 100-66211) | 

.JACK STACHEL) 

'SID STEIN) 


1) 


(1 - 100-20649) < 

:ed strong) 


(1 - 100-23290) ( 

1 1 


(1 - 100-16672) (MAX WEISS) / 

(1 - 100-54699) (LEON WOFSY) / 

U*- 100-61752) (CP - Brief)/ 

^Tp- 100- ) (CP - Line)/ 
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Copies (con’t,.) 


2 

5 


- Philadelphia (Registered) 

n ” 999“ HCP - Organization) 

>9 ” 999" ^ CP - Membership) 

(1 - 100-7&00)(ED STRONG) 

- Pittsburgh (Registered) ' 

?9 ~ 999" !T CP ” Organization) 

(1 "100- )(CP - Membership) 

- San Francisco (Registered) 

(1 _ 1 nrv \ t nn /-v . 


4 - 


) 

> 

) 

) 


cuj 

(CP - Organization) 
(CP - Membership) 
' Cominfil . TT.WTTl _ 


(1 - 100 
(1 - 100 - 
(1 - 100 - 
(1 - 100 - 
(1 - 100 - 
Detroit 

(1 - 100-16906)(CP - Membership) 
I 1 “ 1 00"13420) (CARL WINTER) 

(1 - W 100~13420-Sub-1AJ ‘ 


) ' (WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMA1 


b6 
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1 

furnished by CG 5324-3*?°™^°** in referenced letter was 

information in C ? DE 606-S*, who has furnished reliable 

WTM??R atl ° n the P ast > advised on August. 2d. 1956 that CART 
WINTER, a member of the National Committee, C'P,USA had in hiq 
possession material pertaining to the CP?^Contained in 

ohvi^nS WaS ? ? otebook hearing handwritten notes which th 

CP USA hlld e at a ?h t0 i ?J etingS o° f the Nationa l Committee of the 
Vonv n-? at 9 he Je fferson School of Social Science in New 


- 3 - 




DE 100-2050 


Inasmuch as the information furnished by 
CSDE 606-S* confirms and may in some instances add to the 
information furnished by CG 5$24“S=3 5 , the Detroit Office,is_ - 
furnishing the text of the notes pertaining to the meeting on 
June 24 , 19569 to the appropriate offices . 

The notes are written in outline form and 
abbreviations are used extensively. In most instances the 
text of the notes is quite clear- however, the Detroit Office 
is substituting complete words for the abbreviations and where 
necessary a minimum, of words to make the meaning of the notes 
clear# 


Following is tiie text of the notes t 


Report, nn Organization by 

Organizational 


Secretary of the New York 
CF District 


b6 
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American conditions have changed favorably in the 
last six years - but our isolation continues# 

This is the nature of our crisis. 

Constant changes in leadership and lack of coordination 
in shop and industrial work aggravate the situation. 

New York Registration; 

Lost 2/3 of membership in last 10 years (30$ in 1946) 

(19$ in 1950) 
( 9$ in 1956) 

Registration $S$ - 92% in industry. 

1/3 in industry 

30 - 35$ attend 

20 - 25$ active 

2/3 over 40 years of age 

£5$ dues in 1955 

62$ in 5 months of 1956. 
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Lost members remain friendly in the main and have 
found own areas of activity. 

Causes of loss in membership: 

Left Sectarian policies resulted in shop and union 
expulsion 0 
Drops for security. 

Negro losses due to Left Sectarianism leading to 

isolation from Negro masses and their organizations,, 
(White Chauvinism a minor reason). 

1/3 of Community members are in mass movements and 
organizations« 

Contributed to campaigns for city transportation; 
Negro-White unity; recognition to NAA and Trade Unions; 
CD camps; re Isrealo 

Industrial members are more active in Trade Union 
Commissionso 

Experience is training new skilled cadres. 

The main emphasis in industrial work is not on 
concentration from the outside, or shop papers, 
but workers. 

Aided by colonization and renewed membership 
•of old timers who- remained in industry. 

Longshoremen 355 Teamsters 30; Railroad Workers 70; 
Steel 34o 

Resistance of membership due to lack of confidence in 
policies; 

Exaggerated objectives set; 

Burdensome financial demands (Fund Drive 50$) 
Proposed 16 to 29-district full timers. 

3/4 of the Party f s funds goes to Administration, 
the "Daily Worker" and Defense. 

After the convention consideration should be given to 
a national weekly; no "Daily Worker" until made 
possible to sustain. 
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Structures 

Leading policy bodies are primarily of full timers 
excluding many who are closest to the masses 0 
We should decentralize and emphasize local bodies. 
Industrial policy to be made in lower organizations. 

We attempted to transplant "What is to be done" 
^organizational forms and monolithic structure. 
(Monolith is not democratic). 

ma J° r rul © together with the fullest airing 
of differences. 

Live by Party constitution. 

Practically speaking the Party is illegal. 

All community clubs in Buffalo are functional 
and members cannot identify themselves as 
Communists. 

Upstate, wives of workers fired from jobs were 
expelled from NAA. As a result 75 members in an 

industry had no possible contact despite five 
years of employment. 

There is a need to find a legal mass form of 
expression of Socialist nature. 

An independent stand of the CP,USA from the CPSU 
is needed. 

Breakdown of Membership: 

' * 

Total: 16,500 =■***• 76 $ dues. 

NX 9M 61$ 

Ill. 90 44$ 

Ohio 6 2 S> 

Eastern Pa. kz 16 $ 

NJ 7 1/3 22 $ 

Calif. 3M 11 $ (incomplete) 

Michigan had 300 members in 1955, and 251 in 1956 . 

26 °/o dues have been collected. 


™* 6 *■» 
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From 1952 to 1956 the Michigan membership dropped 
from 600 memberso 

(An explanation of the above figures is contained 
in referenced letter). 


Remarks of 


be 
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Rationally ;. There is a sharp decline in shop and 
industrial membership. 

The leadership is compelled to work with individuals 
instead of clubs. 

1/3 hold trade union posts - most of. them below shop level. 

Disproportionate Party demands made upon shop membership. 
(This can only move what we have in contacts; not 
in the "Labor Movement.") 

Ex-members are largely friendly 

(left due to fear; excessive Party standards; legality; 
and differences). ’ 

Need to develop legal forms for exchange of political 
opinions„ 

Communists trend to work as "progressive" caucuses in 
trade unions. 


Organizational Question; 

Should shop form of organization be primary? 
Philadelphia aboloished Industrial Division - New York 
just formed it. 

General role of trade unionists in community civic 
organizations. 

Main Industrial Issues; 

Speed up and shop conditions. 

•Job security and results of unemployment. 

Forms of wage payment and incentives 
Political action 

Negro rights and association with the NAA 
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Negative Features: 

Most locals fail to consider foreign policy questions© 
A gap is growing between white and Negro workers© 


Remarks of GENE DENNIS on "Daily Worker” 
Article 


5 

It was 90% correct, especially the first part, 
but was inadequate particularly on question of 
relations between CPs.’ 

Should also have stressed positive contributions of 
"Daily Worker” in developing discussion. 

In capacity of general secretary should have consulted 
with the Administrative Committee before issuing a 
criticism of the "Daily Worker" editorials. 

On Organizational Question 

The future of the "Daily Worker" must be settled. 

A new party of socialism is needed; but 
when conditions maturb. We have an important role 
to play in this development. 

Consider at Convention - (three words illegible)© 
Change Party structure, program, name* 

Will help developments to a new Party. 
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Continue concern for security - especially in industry. 
Raise "the level of the struggle vs, left Sectarianism, 
The struggle vs, dogmatism requires convincing 
membership who change views at various rates. 


I _ b7C 

The National Committee made progress in this meeting. 
We,still need to credit the New York District 
leadership with excellent work in the last four 
years. 

The Party is still in a crisis. Not just a critical 
situation. 

There has been a 70% loss of Party membership 
since 1945, and an even greater loss among the 
Negroes, 

We are still drifting on work policies. 

There is a lack of confidence in the leadership. 

I doubt that we can overcome bureauocracy. 

We borrowed and built into the Party structure 
the structure of Bolshevik bureauocracy.- 
We need to change type of organization to 
correspond to Party that seeks peaceful 
transition to Socialism. 

There should be a change of structure and 
a change of name. 

Remarks of WILLIAM 
SCHNEIDERMAN _ 

The problems of organization are general throughout 
the country. 

The National Committee must take hand in discussions 
if not to be. forced to adopt wrong popular 
conclusions. 
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Membership questions whether the Party, especially 
leaders, can change. 

Question of "military discipline” and seek 
elaboration of "right of dissent 

California Discussions. 

Direct representation to county level. 

Delegated bodies to be politically responsible 
and leaders accountable to them. 

Abolish cooptation. 

Regular commissions and conferences. 

Bill of Rights for membership in Constitution 
including non-conformity in action: » 

No expulsions except for acts against the Party 
and the working class. 

Guarantee automatic appeal. 

Recall of leaders. 

Referendum on'major policies. 

Restore some features of the 193$ constitution. 

Inform the membership of different points of view 
in the leadership. 

Practice frequent review of experience with policies. 
Simplify club agendas, to be decided by club, and 
includec. Good and Welfare. 

Make it obligatory leadership listen to proposals. 
Nominations for top leadership to begin during 
discussion periods - to learn who candidates are 
and their record. 

We should start now with necessary organizational 
changes to institute democratic practices. 

Delegated bodies. 

Start discussions in search for leadership. 

Inform the Party that constitutional commission 
wants proposals. 
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Non-Party Views: 

dissolve the Party„ 

Later help form new Marxist Party« 

«o?ke?“. 0f Trade Dni0n “"oolrtion of pro-socialist 

of e inSISai a cSST iCt iS ° 0t f ° r the present dissolution 
me°lborshfp 0 in a Trade C 5n?SnS titUde 8,14 iSOlate 

Can they bring socialist ideology to workers'? 

A r ° essional revolutionary vulgarized equals fulltimer, 


Remarks of 


A crisis exists in the Party. 

ureauocracy has been a fact since Party’s inception 

w wa ® bu;L lt into principles of Party organization" 
We should preserve shop and industrial ‘ 

Remarks of MORRIS flHTT.n.q 

T sLSafiSn Z Si°prI““esr ° orresponds t0 ^ Political 
We must change the Party’s organization structure in 
mSr~ th the k±nd ° f Party we 1n?is?o2 £ the 


Comments of ED straws 


We need a more basic analysis. 

Sat is ° f Party or S ar iization? Crisis? 

S ^“ of ^ureauocracy in the Party? 
n a blueprint answer organizational structure? 
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Remarks of JOHN GATES 


The self-critical remarks of GENE DENNIS are beneficial„ 
The GP is not through; has many assets, but must 
change character to survive in new conditions. 

How can we have democracy in the Party when the 
Party is illegal? We must struggle for democracy 
in America, but there is a need to start to end 
our own illegality by organization changes. 

(Name; structure; delete Marxist-Leninism from 
constitution; and democratic centralism concept). 

Some unionists ^vant a socialist organization of their 
own. 


Role of people like,_ 

Should canvass possibilities 
interest in work around Labors* . Daily. 

We must not end the “Daily Worker’* before the 
convention, if at all, due to danger of present 
disintegration tendencies. 


-b6 
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Remarks of [ 


We need an analysis of our role re Trade Unions, 
especially organization relations. 

(review “resent and reject" (310 res.) 

Shop clubs will continue but need to change content 
of work to include community. 

Political leadership need not be fulltimers. 

(should employ service workers if needed). 
Organizational controls required. 

Decisions should be binding. 

Changes in policy should not be made except by 
convention. 

Organizations at lower levels should be enabled 
to initiate proposals. 
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We need to strengthen explanations on National Committee 
stands. 

Exaggeration of war danger. 

Concept of peaceful transition and new Party. 

Remarks of MAX WEISS 


Crisis in the Party means irreconcilable trends. 

Example; Crisis re Tito in world movement. 

China and other CPs were moving in the same direction 
as Tito and would continue. 

We don’t have such a situation in our Party with 
Left -Sectarian trends or any others. 

The difference between social democracy and CPs is 
based on difference between eras of II International: 
and III International! , ~ 

A new era now requires new type of Party. 

Mass Party of Socialism in the United States requires 
uniting Socialism with the Labor Movement; 

Meanwhile, the CP needs to develop its own program. 
New developments'beyond Marxism-Leninism are 
necessities on basis of a new era. 


Remarks of BEN DAVIS, JR. 


The report should have given more attention to the 
problems of the Negro cadre and membership. 


Concluding Remarks of 


b6 

b7C 


We have been in a crisis for the last five years. 
Attempted to break out with the 1952 resolution 
and 1954 program, and, GENE DENNIS’ report vs. 
left sectarianism. 
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Now, the turn is stimulated by recognition of 
need for independent Marxist Party« 

This is a new feature of the struggle 
vs, Left Sectarianism 0 


Photographic copies of the above-quoted notes are located in Detroit 
file IOO- 1342 O-IBII. 


* 
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